White House denies summit report 

JUPITER, Florida (R) — The White House denied a report on 
Wednesday that President George Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev will hold a summit meeting in Germany in June. “No summit 
has been scheduled," said Deputy White House Press Secretary Stephen 
Hart. “We would like to have a summit some time in the first half of the 
year," said Mr. Hart, who stressed that no date had been set. Mr. Hart 
was travelling with Mr. Bush, who was wrapping up a four-day holiday in 
Florida before returning to Washington late Wednesday. Earlier Wednes- 
day, the German newspaper Bild reported that Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Gorbachev would meet in Berlin in mid-June. Bild said the two men 
would hold a separate meeting during a gathering of heads of government 
from the 34 member states of the Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE). Bild said the CSCE leaders would meet on June 
17-20. Mr. Bush and Mr. Gorbachev had been scheduled to meet in 
Moscow last Februaiy but the meeting was delayed because of the Gulf 
war and problems with finishing a treaty on the reduction of strategic 
arms. 
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Brotherhood refuses to meet U.S. teem 

AMMAN (R) — Muslim Brotherhood deputies said Wednesday they tod 
rejected an offer to meet a U.S. congressional team because of ' U.5. 
policies towards the Arab and Muslim World. The 22-member Mushm 
Brotherhood bloc in the Lower House of Parliament said in a statement 
such a meeting would serve no purpose. “We hope that the United States 
realises that through its aggressive policies it k entering a bitter conflict 
with our nation in which it will be the end loser." the statement said- The 
group said the American embassy had made a request for a meeting on 
behalf of Lee Aspin, head of Congress's Military Services Cwromssjcra, 
and a team visiting Jordan. The statement accused Washington and us 
Gulf war allies of smashing Iraq’s infrastructure and denounced the U S. 
occupation of 3 slice of southern Iraq. U.S. support for Israel and 
anti-Jordan U.S. statements during the Gulf war.. 
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U.N. endorses ceasefire resolution 

Iraq’s military potential to be stripped, part of oil revenues to be 
used for reparations, border with Kuwait to be guaranteed 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council 
approved a Golf ceasefire resolu- 
tion Wednesday ordering Iraq to 
eliminate its weapons of mass 
destruction, impounding part of 
its oil revenues to pay reparations 
and paving the way for the with- 
drawal of U.S. occupation 
troops. 

The U.S.-initiated draft was 
endorsed by a vote of 12 in favour 
of one against, with Cuba casting 
the lone negative vote. There 
were two abstentions, by Yemen 
and Ecuador. 

Cuba and Yemen opposed or 
abstained on many of the 13 
previous resolutions adopted by 
the council following Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait last August, in- 
cluding a decision last November 
authorising war against Iraq. 

The 3,900-word resolution, the 
longest and most detailed in council 
history, also maintains sanctions 
against Iraq’s imports until further 
notice, except for food and other 
essential items, and guarantees a 1963 
border between Iraq and Kuwait that 
Baghdad still disputes. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Amir A1 
An ban’ said the Security Counril 
proposal reached too far. 


“The Security Council has never 
before imposed borders that were not 
finalised," he said. “It is an infringe- 
ment upon the sovereignly and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Iraq." 

The resolution calls on Iraq and 
Kuwait to respect their mutual border 
as agreed upon in a 1963 treaty signed 
by both sides. But Mr. Anbari had 
said the treaty was never ratified by 
the Iraqi parliament. 

Mr. An tori also said Iraq should 
not be singled out for aims reductions 
in the tense region. 

He added that Iraq bad suffered 
greatly during the Gulf war because 
its opponents in the allied coalition 
went beyond their U.N. mandate to 
free Kuwait. 

“Was returning Iraq to a ‘pre- 
industrial state’ one of the objectives 
of die resolution?" he said, referring 
to the recent United Nations report 
on the effects of war on Iraq. 

He said Iraq reserved the right to 
ask for reparations for losses incur- 
red because of excess on the part of 
its opponents. 

“America and its, allies should bear 
the full responsibility for their exces- 
ses in the operations." he said. 

“The new world order is the order 
of the American authority over all the 
world,” he added. 

The resolution requires Iraq to 
accept the removal or destruction 
under international supervision of all 


chemical and biological weapons and 
nudcar-weapons-usaWe material, as 
well as all ballistic missiles with a 
range of more than ISO kilometres, 
like the Scuds used to bombard Saudi 
Arabia and Israel. 

Once the Security Council is satis- 
fied Iraq’s “offensive” potential has 
been neutralised, its sanctions on 
Iraqi exports — mostly oil — will be 
lifted. 

But a percentage of the oil re- 
venues is to be funnelled into a 
U.N. -administered fund to meet 
claims by governments, companies 
and individuals harmed by Iraq's in- 
vasion and seven-month occupation 
of Kuwait. 

The precise percentage of revenues 
to be earmarked for the fund will be- 
determined by the council, taking 
into account Iraq’s existing debt com- 
mitments, its capacity to pay and the 
requirements of the Iraqi people. 

When Baghdad says it accepts all 
provisions of the nine-page draft, a 
formal ceasefire will replace the pre- 
sent month-long suspension of hostili- 
ties between Iraq and the U.S. -led 
coalition. 

This would dear the way for the 
despatch of U.N. observers to patrol 
a zone extending 10 kilometres into 
Iraq and five kilometres into Kuwait. 

The United Stales will then be able 
to withdraw some 100.000 troops now 
occupying a swathe of southern Iraq. 


Their presence on the sidelines as 
the Iraqi government snuffs out rebel- 
lions by Kurds and Shiite Muslims has 
become a political liability for 
Washington and its allies. 

The resolution, the 14di adopted 
since Iraq’s invasion last August, was 
sponsored by the United States, Bri- 
tain, France and Romania, joined 
later by Belgium and Zaire. 

It requires Baghdad to cooperate 
with the International Red Cross m 
the repatriation of Kuwaitis and other 
missing foreigners and to pledge not 
to support “international terrorism" 
or allow "terrorist" organisations to 
operate on its territory. 

The resolution places an unpre- 
cedented economic and military 
stranglehold on Iraq, prompting some 
critics to compare it with the draco- 
nian provisions of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles. imposed on Germany after 
World War I. 

Supporters of the draft call it a fair 
but firm means of ensuring that Iraq 
compensates those who suffered as a 
result of its invasion of Kuwait and is 
prevented from any repetition of its 
invasion. 

While intervening deeply in Iraqi 
affairs relating to the invasion and its 
aftermath, it makes no attempt to 
dictate who shall rule in Baghdad. 

The council, prompted by requests 
from Turkey and France, was due to 
rum to the humanitarian aspects of 


that problem almost immediately. 

Under the resolution, Iraq must 
submit within IS days a list of all 
chemical and biological weapons, 
nudear weapons-usable materials and 
hatli«t4r missiles, together with pre- 
cise locations. 

Within 45x1 ays the U.N. secretary- 
general is to present the council with 
a plan for the establishment of a 
commission to conduct on -site inspec- 
tions and destroy aQ the weapons 
within another 45 days. 

Periodic monitoring will continue 
to ensure Iraq does not acquire such 
arms or materials in the fiiture. 

Depriving Iraq of these weapons is 
depicted by the resolution as steps 
towards the establishment of a Mid- 
dle East zone free of weapons of mass 
destruction and of a global ban on 
chemical weapons. 

Mr. Bush said, however, be had no 
intention of involving U.S. forces in 
Iraq’s internal struggles. 

Mr. Bush said “we’ve done the 
heavy lifting" — apparently refer- 
ring io the Gulf war — and that it was 
now time for Iraqi people to resolve 
matters for themselves. 

Asked about suggestions that U.S. 
troops in Iraq be permitted to shoot 
down Iraqi combat helicopters being 
used against rebels, Mr. Bush said: 
“We are not there to intervene. It is 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S.-lran hostage 
agreement reported 

BEIRUT (AP) — The Beirut 
newspaper AJ Diyar said 
Wednesday that Washington has 
readied an agreement with Iran 
on the release of Western hos- 
tages held in Lebanon before 
April 15. The report quoted un- 
identified sources in the predomi- 
nantly Christian sector of Beirut 
as saying the deal was reached 
dining a visit to Tehran, the 
Iranian capital, last week by an 
American diplomat. “The foreign 
hostages held in Lebanon would 
be released before the 15th of this 
month,” the report said. “The 
settlement was reached in direct 
contacts carried out by an Amer- 
ican diplomat who paid a secret 
visit to Tehran last week,” said 
AJ Diyar 


‘Waite had spy 
bug in his beard’ 

LONDON (R) — Iranians told a 
jailed Briton that churchman Ter- 
ry Waite was taken hostage in 
Lebanon because he was a spy 
whose beard was bugged. Roger 
Cooper said Wednesday that dur- 
ing his five-year incarceration he 
discussed British hostages with 
Iranians whom he said had “a 
definite intelligence link” with 
pro-Iranian Lebanese groups 
holding Western hostages. They 
tok) him that Mr. Waite, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's en- 
voy, was carrying a homing de- 
vice in his beard to guide U.S. 
agents to Western hostages in 
Lebanon. “Quite early on after 
the arrest of Terry Waite I was 
told be was a spy and that they'd 
found a homing device hidden in 
his hair or his beard. And this 
proved that he was trying to lure 
the captors to where the hostages 
were and then the CIA would be 
monitoring him and they would 
be able to come in and rescue 
them," Cooper told the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. Mr. 
Waite’s relatives said the spy 
charge was absurd. 


Libya, Syria reject 
foreign presence 

NICOSIA (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has held talks 
with Syria’s vice president and 
both oppose any foreign military 
presence in the Middle East, the 
Libyan news agency JANA said 
Wednesday. JANA said visiting 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam had discussed the cur- 
rent Arab situation with Colonel 
Qadhafi. "Viewpoints were iden- 
tical on... rejecting any foreign 
military presence in the region 
whether in the form of armed 
units or stockpiling of arms and 
equipment.” the agency said. 
U.S. officials say they are con- 
sidering setting up a permanent 
base in the Gulf, possibly in 
Bahrain, after the bulk of their 
troops withdraw from the region. 


Iraq retakes last 
town held by rebels 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Wednesday its 
troops had recaptured the north- 
eastern Kurdish town of Sulaima- 
niya from “saboteurs and 
traitors.” 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) 
reported that the inhabitants of 
Sulaimaniya, the last major town 
held by Kurdish rebels in the 
north, “joyfully greeted" the 
troops loyal to the government of 
President Saddam Hussein when 
they entered. 

“The saboteurs and traitore 
escaped to the mountains." it 
said, quoting its correspondent in 
the town, which is near the Ira- 
nian border 100 kilometres east 
of Kirkuk. 

The mountain town of 
Sulaimaniya, a main recruiting 
area for the Pesh Merga Kurdish 
guerrillas, is seen by Baghdad as 
a cradle of Kurdish nationalism. 

It was the first town the Kords 
took when launched their month- 
old rebellion after the Gulf war. 

Kurdish rebels have acknow- 
ledged the loss of Kirkuk 
although they claim fighting con- 
tinues on the outskirts of the oil 
dty. The government also says it 
controls Die towns of Dohuk, 
Erbil and Zakho, which is on its 
northern border with Turkey. 

INA quoted the governor of 
Dohuk as saying "saboteurs” and 
“subversive cliques” who had 
held towns in that region commit- 
ted barbaric crimes. 

“There were many cases of 
rape and murder,” he said. 
“They even attacked and robbed 
holy places, including mosques 
and churches." 

International relief agencies 

said two to three million Kurdish 


Baghdad appeals to 
northerners to return 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said Wednesday that it had put down an insurrection 
in the north and appealed to all those who left their homes there to return 
and live in peace. 

Iraqi radio, quoting a statement from the Iraqi leadership, said that the 
leaders of (he rebellion had spread rumours that the government would 
victimise people living in the area. 

“Citizens in the dues and the areas where law and order have been 
reestablished need not worry about their lives, property and legal rights." it 
added. 

The statement, issued after a meeting of Iraqi leaders chaired by 
President Saddam Hussein, said only those involved in “crimes of murder, 
war, rape and theft, or (who) raised arms against the state and law," would 
be held accountable. 

“We call on those who have left their homes in the northern dries and 
villages to return to live in peace and share the victory and security with 
everyone else," it said. 

The statement, denounced those behind the rebellion as “gangs of 
treason and sabotage” who had had links with countries opposed to Iraq. 

It said the Iraqi government had taken the necessary measures to restore 
-security and order in the oil dty of Kirkuk and the towns of Erbil, Dohuk 
and Sulaimaniya. 

“The military action the government bad to take to put down insurrection 
and sabotage in the north has thus fulfilled its purpose," the statement said. 

Prime Minister Saadoun Hammadi, Vice-President Taha Yassin Rama- 
dan, Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein Khudayer and Culture and 
latonnation Minister Hamid Yousef Hamooudi attended the meeting. 

“The gang leaders presiding over the sabotage, whose hopes and projects 
and suspect plans have been thwarted, have sought to spread panic and 
biaised rumours among the populace io these dries,” they said in their 
statement. 

“These rumours are that the state will victimise everyone, without 
discriminating saboteurs and citizens, and that the armed forces will target 
whoever is found in places where acts of sabotage have been committed," 
they added. 

But they said ordinary citizens had nothing to fear. 

A spokesman, who read the statement, accused foreign countries 
opposed to Iraq of conducting a psychological campaign “in the name of a 
false concern for Iraqi arize os." 

Such countries did not express concern about the fate of Iraq’s IS million 
people during the attacks on them by the United States and its allies during 
the Gulf war, he said. 

The spokesman appealed to neighbouring countries “to spare their 
relations with Iraq" by dissodating themselves from such a campaign. 


refugees were on the run from 
violence. 

Iraq, meanwhile, took steps to 
ease Kurds’ feais that govern- 


ment troops would take revenge 
on the northern cities that were 

(Continued from page 4) 


France 
takes lead 
in holding 
Kurdish 
bastion 

PARIS (Agencies) — A French 
cabinet minister will fly to Turkey 
to assess the needs of thousands 
of Kurdish refugees, French offi- 
cials said. 

Earlier reports that Junior Minister 
for Humanitarian Affairs Bernard 
Kouchner would enter Iraq without 
prior clearance from Baghdad were 
incorrect, they added. 

Mr. Kouchner was to leave for 
Ankara at 2200 GMT Wednesday on 
a special Bight and was awaiting 
authorisation from Tehran to fly to 
Iran later. 

Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
said earlier that France was preparing 
fresh diplomatic and humanitarian 
initiatives to ease the plight of Kur- 
dish people. 

Mr. Dumas told parliament Mr. 
Kouchner was going to arrange 
humanitarian aid and hinted he might 
enter Iraqi territory. 

His office said later Mr. Dumas had 
not intended to give that impression. 

Mr. Kouchner’s spokesman said be 
had no immediate plans to go to Iraq. 

Mr. Kouchner. 51, a doctor who 
helped create the international life 
group Medecios sans Fronricres, has 
carried out difficult humanitarian ac- 
tions in Indochina, Africa and the 
Middle East. 

The decision to send Mr. Kouchner 
came as France urged action against 
Iraqi “repression” of Kurds, protest- 
ing to Baghdad and asking the United 
Nations to condemn the violence and 
maintain its trade embargo until rep- 
ression ended. 

As feats mounted for the fate of 
hundreds of thousands of Knrdish 
refugees. President Mitterrand told a 
cabinet meeting the prestige of the 
United Nations would be badly hurt 
unless it condemned the represson. 

‘Tailing this, the political and mor- 
al authority of the United Nations 
would be seriously affected. France 

(Continued on page 5) 



ms Majesty Ring Hussein Is greeted by His Royal mghness Crown PHnee Hassan upon his return 
home Wednesday (Petra photo) 

King: Europe anxious 
to see Mideast peace 

Arab reconciliation should not be at the 
expense of Jordan’s principled stand 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned home 
Wednesday after visits to France 
and Germany and said he found 
great concern in Europe over die 
Middle East situation and that 
European countries were anxious 
to see just peace in the region. 

The King, who met with 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and other French leaders 
in Paris and German President 
Richard von Weizsaecker and 
other German leaders in Bonn, 
said his talks in the French and 
German capitals were “extremely 
good and frank and were held in' 
an atmosphere of friendship and 
confidence at all levels.” 

The King, in remarks carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Europe has a major 
role to play in the Middle East. 

“Indeed, there is a great con- 
cern in Europe that the Middle 
East issues should be dealt with 
as soon as possible and in a 


manner that would bring about a 
drastic change leading towards 
the better and towards the 
achievement of a just, durable 
and comprehensive solution," the 
King told Petra. 

lire Palestine question, the 
King said, acquires an appropri- 
ate status among all other issues 
and it should be dealt with quick- 
ly in a manner that woulcf enable 
die Palestinians to exercise their 
right and allow die Palestinian 
leadership to have its say and 
contribute to the peace-making 
process within the ongoing inter-- 
national efforts to resolve the. 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The King, expressing satisfac- 
tion over the outcome of his 
visits, said that France and Ger- 
many can play a special role along 
with the European countries. 

“Discussions are under way to 
find ways for die establishment of 
a comprehensive peace,” the 
King added in reply to a question 


on the prospect of an internation- 
al Middle East peace conference. 

“We believe that the Arabs 
should work in concert and in 
cooperation frith others to find a 
solution to the problem under 
U.N. auspices and through quiet 
diplomacy which should not allow 
the present opportunity to be 
missed.” he said. 

With reference to the Gulf 
crisis and efforts to bring about 
reconciliation within the Arab 
World, the King said: “Nothing 
should be done at the expense of 
-Jordan because Jordan had 
adopted a principled stand and 
opposed the idea of occupation of 
land by force and because Jordan 
has been against the invasion and 
annexation of Kuwait. 

“On the other hand, Jordan 
was against war because of its 
devastating effects. That is our 
stand and I believe that we were 

(Continued tm page 5) 


At least 18 Palestinians 
shot and wounded in Gaza 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP (R) 
— Israeli troops shot and wound- 
ed 18 Palestinians in the. occupied 
Gaza Strip later Tuesday when 
stone-throwing protesters took to 
the streets following a call from 
the Islamic fundamentalist 
Hamas movement, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Thousands of masked demon- 
strators stoned army bases and 
vehicles and set fire to tyres in 
several Gaza areas following a 
Hamas call for a day of con- 
frontation. the sources added. 

Israeli soldiers responded in-* 
i dally with teazgas and rubber 
and plastic bullets but then used 
live ammunition, wounding 18 
youths in Gaza City, Khan 
Younis, Rafah and Sbati refugee 
camp, they said. 

Hamas, the dominant force in 
Gaza behind the 39-month-old 
Palestinian uprising, urged 
Palestinians to make Tuesday a 
day of confrontation. 

“We shall consider the 17th 
day of Ramadan a day of disting- 
uished escalation of confronta- 
tions,” a Hamas leafier said. 

Palestinian flags with Hamas 


scrawled on them hung outside 
several homes. Palestinian' 
sources said that Hamas activists 
overturned several carts in an 
open-air market in Gaza City. 
T7»e activists accused the vendors 
of selling Israeli bananas. 

The uprising has regained 
momentum since the Gulf war 
ended and the Israeli army eased 
a curfew that confined most of 
the Palestinian residents of Gaza 
and the West Bank to their 
homes during the conflict. 

In occupied Arab Jerusalem, 
police reported late Tuesday that 
they had imposed a curfew on 
Shuafat refugee camp in an 
attempt to halt dashes. 

Earlier in the day, unknown 
assailants in the occupied territor- 
ies killed four men suspected of 
aiding Israeli security forces and a 
woman died of wounds inflicted 
earlier. 

It was the largest number of 
suspected Informers to die in a 
24-bour period since the Gulf 
war, when curfews and other 
restrictions curtailed activities of 
militants. Palestinians said three 
of the dead were from the West 


Bank and two from the Gaza 
Strip. 

Gazans in Cairo 

Palestinian dignitaries from the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip said 
Wednesday they are trying to 
mend relations between Cairo 
and' the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) strained by 
the Gulf crisis. 

“We will be happy if we have 
the chance to help bridge the gap 
between the PLO anu the Egyp- 
tian government,” said Akram 
Matar, director of Gaza's eye 
hospital. 

Mr. Matar, his brother Akeel, 
president of Gaza’s Engineers 
'Union, and-Fayez Abu Rahme. 
head of the Lawyers’ Union, ar- 
rived last Thursday for a two- 
week visit. They told the Associ- 
ated Press they have not met with 
Egyptian officials but hope to be 
able to before they leave. 

“Every Palestinian wishes for 
relations with Egypt to be at their 
best," Mr. Akeel said. “When it 
conies to solving the Palestinian 
issue, we cannot do without 
Egypt." 


Brotherhood moves to reassert popularity; 
Friday’s rally seen as a ‘test of strength’ 
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By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Faced with media 
reports and widespread popu- 
lar belief that its support is 
declining amongst the masses, 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement, by far the best 
organised and biggest political 
group in Jordan, is taking a 
new initiative apparently to 
prove observers and “detrac- 
tors" wrong. 

The movement is organising 
a major rally for Friday, April 
5, which many observers say is 
aimed, among other things, to 
serve as a major test of 


strength in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war and joining Mr. 
Mudar Badran's government. 

The rally, which is organised 
on the occasion of Fateh Mecca 
Day (the anniversary of 
Prophet Mohammad re- 
entering the Holy City after 
being driven out to the town of 
Medina earlier on) is held 
under the banner of “Rejec- 
tion of American-Zionist 
Hegemony." 

Id large advertisements carried 
by Arabic dailies, the Brotherhood 
highlighted three slogans for the 
rally: ‘“No" to the elimination of 
the Palestinian cause,” “ 'No' to 
American-Atlantic presence on 
Iraqi and Gulf soil" and "‘No’ to 


the degrading American conditions 
(imposed) on Iraq.” 

The last pro-Iraq, anti -U.S. rally 
held by the movement and other 
Islamic groups in October drew an 
estimated crowd of 100,000 people 
— an unprecedented attendance of 
any political rally in the Kingdom. 
A q'mibr demonstration by the 
combined leftist parties drew only 
around 10,000 people soon after- 
wards. 

Some political observers con- 
tend that the Brotherhood, and the 
Islamic trend generally, has lost 
ground among traditional suppor- 
ters following Iraq's mfliiary defeat 
in the Gulf war and possibly also 
because Muslim Brothers joined 
the government in January. 

There have been reports in the 


Arab and international media that 
said the movement appeared to be 
losing popularity in Jordan after 
being seen to have neglected 
pledges to ease economic problems 
in the Kingdom and launch jihad to 
help Iraq in its war against the 
U.S.-led coalition. • 

The reports mamtamed that the 
Brotherhood made huge gains in 
the November, 1989 national elec- 
tins on promises that Islam held 
the answer to Jordan's economic, 
social and political ills. Five 
Brotherhood members later joined 
the government, a move which 
some critics of the movement now 
say contributed to their “down- 
slide." 

While the issue of the impact of 
the movement joining the govern- 


ment remains largely unsettled, 
even controversial, observers and 
analysts daitn that the position the 
Brothers bad taken on the Gulf 
war and the outcome of the fight- 
ing has certainly weakened popular 
support for them. 

“The war in the Gulf was por- 
trayed as one between good and 
evil by the Islamists. as mainly 
represented by the Brotherhood,'’ 
said a former minister who is dso a 
keen observer of Islamic gro ups . 
“When Iraq lost, people were dis- 
enchanted with propagators of this 
fine.” be added, “Mythology had 
lost to technology, and this is how 
support for the Brotherhood do 
efined." 

(Continued from page 4) 
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PLO wants talks with 
Lebanese on disarmament 



TUNIS. (R) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
said Wednesday it supported the 
Lebanese government's plans to 
disarm militias but wanted talks 
on arrangements for Palestinians.. 

The Lebanese government has 
demanded ail armed groups in 
Lebanon, including Palestinian 
groups, disarm by the end of 
April or face forcible disarma- 
ment by Syrian and Lebanese 
troops. 

The PLO leadership discussed 
the situation in Lebanon on Tues- 
day and decided that “the 
Lebanese government's efforts to 
strengthen sovereignty and stabil- 
ity and liberate South Lebanon 
deserve support,” the PLO news 
agency Wafa said. 

“The PLO leadership also ex- 
pressed its sincere desire to reach 
complete understanding with the 
Lebanese government, through 
brotherly dialogue, on all matters 
related to organising the Palesti- 
nian presence in Lebanon and ... 
to respecting the interests and 
rights of Palestinian citizens,” it 
added. 

The statement neither rejected 
or accepted explicitly the 
Lebanese demand that PLO 
guerrillas give up their weapons. 

Abu Ali Mustafa, the PLO 
Executive Committee member in 
charge of Lebanese affairs, told 
Reuters Tuesday that PLO fight- 
ers in South Lebanon needed guns 
to face Israel as long as Israel and 
it militia allies held a border strip 
there. 

“We are ready to reach a poli- 
tical agreement on all issues but if 
they want to use force to disarm 
us, we will resist, we will defend 
ourselves,” he added. 

One official of the mainstream 
PLO group Fatah told Reuters he 
expected the PLO would even- 
tually agree to disarm. 

In the Ain AJ Hilweh, camp in 


south Lebanon. Palestinian re- 
fugees say their guns guarantee 
their survival and they will fight 
Lebanese government moves to 
disarm them. 

“Giving up our weapons means 
our end,” said a 47-year-old 
woman at a grocery shop on the 
dusty main road of the camp. 

“We will not feel safe without 
our men and guns,” she said, to 
the nods of other refugees 
gathered around. 

A 19-year-old student shook 
his fist in anger as he talked of the 
death of his parents in an attack 
by militiamen on their Tal A1 
Zaatar camp in 1976, a year after 
the start of Lebanon's civil war. 

“Does the Lebanese govern- 
ment want the same fate for us? 
he asked. 

'Ain A1 Hilweh’s tin shacks 
lined along narrow, dark alley- 
ways bear witness to years of 
Israeli attacks, inter-Palestinian 
fighting and clashes with 
Lebanese militias. 

Alleys are muddy from broken 
sewers and residents patch shell- 
pocked walls and broken win- 
dows with plastic bags stuffed 
with blankets and old clothes to 
keep out the winter wind. 

Trucks mounted with anti- 
aircraft guns manned by young, 
guerrillas with Kalashnikov rifles 
guard the camp's entrances. 

“Understand this: We will nev- 
er surrender our weapons,” one 
19-year-old fighter said, raising 
his Kalashnikov in the air. 

Many of the camp's 45,000 
refugees said they only trusted 
their own men to defend them. 
The guerrillas said they could not 
let go of their weapons as long as 
Israel continued to control a bor- 
der “security zone" in South 
Lebanon. 

Some 3,000 Lebanese troops 
deployed in South Lebanon in 
February near Palestinian stron- 


gholds to extend the state's au- 
thority and stop guerrillas firing 
rockets at Israel. 

Diplomats and Lebanese offi- 
cials say disbanding the tens of 
thousands of Palestinian and 
Lebanese gunmen is the biggest 
hurdle for an Arab-backed plan 
to end 16 years of civil war. 

The government has appointed 
a committee to meet Palestinian 
representatives and dismiss how to 
disband their private applies. 

The Palestinians want the com- 
mittee to discuss political rela- 
tions between the (PLO) and 
Lebanon and organise their milit- 
ary presence in the country. 

They also want a Palestinian 
embassy in Beirut, a move that 
would depend on improving rela- 
tions between Syria — the main 
power broker in Lebanon — and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Some refugees at 'Ain A1 Hil- 
weh say their armed struggle will 
only end when they have their 
own territory. 

“How are we supposed to con- 
tinue the fight for our homeland 
if they take our weapons? once 
they give us a homeland, then we 
will be more than willing to dis- 
arm,” said Wakid Mohammad, a 
25-year-old pharmacist. 

Asked if they would disarm in 
exchange for security guarantees 
from the Lebanese government, a 
group of men shouted together: 
“What guarantees? we have been 
fooled before, but never again.” 

Hundreds of unarmed Palesti- 
nians were massacred by militia- 
men at Beirut's Sabra and Shatil- 
la camps during Israel's 1982 in- 
vasion of Lebanon. 

The PLO had withdrawn its 
men from Lebanon in return for 
U.S. guarantees that the settle- 
ments would be protected. 

Since then guerrillas have been 
returning to Lebanon, where an 
estimated 10,000 Palestinian men 
are now deployed. 


Iran resumes mini war 
with Iraq-based rebels 


NICOSIA (R) — Amid the con- 
fusion of the rebellions in Iraq, 
Iran’s leaders and their Mujahe- 
deen e-Khalq rivals have resumed 
a mini-war halted when Tehran 
and Baghdad ended eight yeans of 
fighting in 1988. 

Both Tehran and the Iraq-- 1 
based Mujahedeen link recent 
clashes to rebellion against the 
government of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein which have 
abruptly halted an Iran-Iraq rap- 
prochement set in motion by the 
Gulf crisis. 

Iran said on Monday it had 
driven back a Mujahedeen 
assault on its soil across the Iraqi 
border, killing or capturing a 
number of the fighters. It formal- 
ly protested to Iraq over the 
attack. 

The Mujahedeen, fighting to 
topple the clerical government in 
Iran, says its National Liberation 
Army (NLA) has killed up to 
2,500 Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards in battles inside Iraq over 
the past four weeks. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of either report. “The 
Mujahedeen... tried in vain to in- 
filtrate Iranian territory on the 
order of their master, Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein," said the 
pro-government Tehran Times 
newspaper on Wednesday. 

Iran has repeatedly denied Ira- 
qi charges that it helped the 
rebellion which flared in the 
Shiite south and Kurdish north of 

Iraq. 

But the Mujahedeen say Iran is 
fomenting rhe unrest in Iraq and 
taking advantage of it to wipe 
them out, using several brigades 
of Revolutionary Guards massed 
on the border. 

“The Iranian regime was given 
peace by Iraq, but it cannot live 
without a foreign crisis so it is 
meddling in the unrest inside 
Iraq,” the Mujahedeen spokes- 


man in London Farzin Hashemi 
said. 

-The Mujahedeen emerged in 
1970 as a leftist, Islamic clandes- 
tine group dedicated to toppling 
the western-backed government 
of the late Shah. 

They played a role in the 1979 
Islamic revolution but soon fell 
out with the ruling clerics who 
denounced them as “monafeqin” 
— a Koranic term meaning hypo- 
crites. 

The Mujahedeen moved to 
Iraq in 1986 at the height of the 
Iran-Iraq war when their leader 
Massoud Rajavi was in effect 
forced out of France, where he 
had been in exile. 

In garrisons provided by Iraq 
they built up a force estimated by 
diplomats at 30,000 trained men 
and women, equipped largely 
with Iraq army weapons and arms 
captured on battlefields. 

The NLA’s biggest thrust into 
western Iran halted outside the 
provincial capital of Bakhtaran in 
July 1988, less than a month 
before the Iran-Iraq war halted 
with a ceasefire. 

Tehran said it killed 4,800 of 
the 7.000 NLA troops after trap- 
ping the rebels who had captured 
several small towns in their 48- 
hour, 100- km thrust. 

The NLA said it was withdraw- 
ing to regroup and mount further 
attacks after losing 1 ,000 men and 
women in the operation. 

Mr. Hashemi denied various 
reports in the Iranian and West- 
ern press that Iraq had earlier 
curbed the Mujahedeen since it 
made peace with Iran in August 
after invading Kuwait 

“Our presence in Iraq is based 
on a joint agreement we signed 
when we moved there in 1986 not 
to interfere in each other's inter- 
nal affairs. This agreement has 
been adhered to so far,” he said. 


Israel 
wants U.S. 
assurances 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Israel 
wants assurances from the United 
States that it would not be forced 
to give up its military edge be- 
cause of advanced arras sales to 
Arab states. Senator Frank 
Lautenberg said Tuesday. 

“It has been suggested there 
are massive requests for arms 
from Saudi Arabia, from some 
other countries, that make the 
Israelis very nervous,” Mr. 
Lautenberg said in a telephone 
interview from occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel's military and political 
leaders have Conveyed concerns 
about access to “the kind of 
equipment that can preserve an 
edge they’ve built to protect 
themselves," the Democrat said. 

That might include continued 
joint development of the' Arrow 
anti-missile missile with the Un- 
ited States, or other research and 
development help, he said. 

“While the Patriots were 
morale-boosting, the fact is that 
out of 39 shots at Israel, only a 
couple were totally destroyed,” 
said Mr. Lautenbere. a staunch 
supporter of Israel who has been 
meeting with government and 
military leaders since arriving in 
Tel Aviv Sunday. 

“It’s very interesting to see a 
country as highly developed as 
this one is, with a pretty skilled 
and capable military resource, to 

have been shaken by the intru- 
sion into their existence by Scud 
missiles,” said the senator, a 
member of the Senate's Defence 
Appropriations Subcommittee. 

“They sure learned that a 
country's borders can be invaded 

without notice and without res- 
traint,” he said. “They now see 
things somewhat differently. 
...that just a good on-the-ground 
military, a good airforce, doesn't 
really guarantee their security.” 


Kuwait 
nightlife 
gears up 

KUWAIT (R) — The disco beat 
is pounding out again in Salmiya 
as status-conscious Kuwaitis 
shake off seven months of Iraqi 
occupation to rediscover the good 
times. 

Salmiya. Kuwait's most 
fashionable nightlife district, is 
the place to be seen. Teenagers in 
sports cars cruise the area. Cou- 
ples throng the streets to shop for 
elegant suits and shoes, even 
though it is past midnight. 

Fast-food restaurants are pack- 
ed with people queueing for ham- 
burgers — the urge to eat out is 
more intense during the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Tired of living in fear and of 
the hardships of post-war recon- 
struction, Kuwaitis are flocking 
to rediscover the pleasures they 
enjoyed before the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion shattered their 
consumer-oriented lifestyle. 

“I looked everywhere to find a 
hamburger, because I haven't 
eaten a hamburger since Au- 
gust,” said Yusef Mohammad, a 
25-year-old television director. 

He stood in a long line waiting 
to be served at a packed buy-and- 
raunch establishment which 
reopened ori Tuesday night. 

Mr. Mohammad said Kuwaitis' 
top priority was not buying 
clothes or going out, but eating — 
“to eat what they couldn't eat 
during the occupation.” 

Nearby Salem Mubarak 
Street, Kuwait Gty's equivalent 
of London’s Oxford Street or 
New York's Fifth Avenue, is 
packed with cars and shoppers 
strolling along pavement cars 
drive around in a circle bumper- 
to-bumper, carrying Kuwaitis ea- 
ger to savour the atmosphere. 
Teenagers lounged in one car 
with the stereo thumping out a 
disco beat. 

“We'd almost forgotten that 
these old days would return. 
We'd almost lost hope,” SalahAl 
Azmi, a Kuwaiti army officer 
who lived on the run during the 
Iraqi occupation, said as he strol- 
led along Salem Mubarak Street 
with his wife. 

During the occupation, Salem 
Mubarak Street changed. People 
still came to shop, but street 
vendors replaced the established 
stores, many of whose owners 
fled the country. 

The variety in the stores now is 
not as extensive as it used to be 
and some shops, many of them 
looted, are still boarded up. 

But you can already buy expen- 
sive suits, shoes, toiletries, elec- 
trical goods, spectacles and cas- 
sette tapes. 

Mohammad Radwan, a Syrian 
shopkeeper selling women's 
clothes, said two of his three 
stores had been set on fire during 
the occupation and he was only 
able to. open one. "But it's not 
too bad,” be said. 

At the nearby Sultan Centre 
supermarket, workers are filling 
shelves with a limited variety of 
goods. But there are heaps of 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 

“In three days, we’ll have ev- 
erything you need,” said manager 
Abdullah Jazara. 


Free money in Kuwait 
— some not interested 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — The 
emir of this wealthy country is 
offering free money to every 
citizen who stayed through the 
Iraqi occupation, but some 
Kuwaitis are just shrugging, even 
grousing. 

Some say they don't need the 
500 dinars (51,700) — about one 
month's per-capita income. 
Others say it is not enough. A few 
think the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, should keep 
his cash and offer democracy 
instead. 

The longest lines in recently 
reopened banks are for people 
buying U.S. dollars rather than - 
Kuwaitis waiting for free money. 

“I-came to get some dollars so I 
can go on vacation outside 
Kuwait,” said' Abdul Hameed 
Jasem, who was waiting at the 
Commercial Bank of Kuwait. “I 
don't need the (emir's) money.” 

Dahril Ali said he had collected 
his 500 dinars and was giving it to 
Egyptians, Sudanese and other 
foreigners living in his neigh- 
bourhood who had assisted 
Kuwaitis during the occupation. 

“The money is of no import- 
ance to me,” said Mr. Ali, who 
runs a school bookstore. “I want 
to use it to thank the people who 
helped give us our country back.” 

With tremendous oil wealth 
and fewer than 600.000 citizens, 
Kuwait was one of the richest 
countries in the world before the 
Iraqi invasion last August. It had 
an annual per capita income of 
nearly 520,000, though the de- 
vastation inflicted by the Iraqis 
will reduce living standards for 
years to come. 

The government has enough 


money left to provide free gaso- 
line, water and other necessities. 

The emir’s offer, which took 
effect Saturday, is available to all 
Kuwaitis who remained in the 
emirate, a figure believed to be 
around 250,000. The offer is not 
available to foreigners who 
accounted for 73 per cent of 
Kuwait's population and 86 per 
cent of its work force before the 
invasion. 

Many eligible Kuwaitis went to 
banks Saturday for their pay- 
ment, saying they needed the 
money after being without work 
and salaries for the past eight 
months. The cash has been parti- 
cularly welcome during Rama- 
dan. 

A sizeable number of Kuwaitis 
said the cash was i merely/ a nice 
gesture on the part of the emir, 
one of tbe world’s richest men. 

‘Tin not in need, but I’m 
thankful to the emir,” said Ma- 
jeed A1 Ahmed, a 23-year-old 
student. “Maybe I can ilse it 
sometime lateT.” 

Others were less grateful. 

“It’s the emir’s way of saying 
he's sorry.” said Ibrahim A1 
Bahr, an engineer. “I think he 
should have given at least a 
thousand.” 

Hajjaj Sulayman, who was 
waiting at a bank with an eight- 
centimetre stack of Kuwaiti 
notes, said money was not the 
most valuable thing the emir had 
to offer. 

“He should give us democracy 
instead,” said Mr. Sulayman, a 
shoe store owner. “Does it look 
like I need money? I wish I could 
buy some democracy from the 
emir with this.” 


Republican group sees 
political reform in Kuwait 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A Re- 
publican delegation to Kuwait 
said Tuesday it found a warm 
reception for proposed democra- 
tic reforms, including voting 
rights for women. The group 
plans a conference in Washington 
to further explore those aims. 

The conference, in late April 
or early May, will include rep- 
resentatives of Kuwait’s political 
opposition, including the 
London-based coalition that has 
formed to demand elections and 
legalised political parties, the Re- 
publican group said. 

“There is certainly a lot of 
interest in this," said Rep. 
Robert Lagomaisino. chairman 
of the National Republican Insti- 
tute for International Affairs, an 
affiliate of the party that prom- 
otes democracy overseas. 

He said the Kuwaiti ambassa- 
dor to the United States, Saud 
Nasir A1 Sabah, would be invited 
to tbe Washington conference, as 
well as Kuwaitis who remained in 
their country and formed the 
resistance movement during the 
country's occupation by Iraq. 

Others invited will include 
members of Congress, experts at 
running elections and pollsters. 
One delegation official said the 
Kuwaitis now lack the expertise 
to sound out public opinion on 
issues facing the government. 


The institute’s programme 
director, Margaret Thompson, 
who was a member of last week's 
mission to Kuwait, said the 
occupation has helped unify the 
formerly disparate elements in 
the country’s political opposition. 

“A lot of people's views have 
changed.” she said, creating 
more common ground for opposi- 
tion groups as divergent as the 
Shi'ite Muslims on the right and 
foe pan-Arab movement of the 
political left. 

Mr. Lagomaisino said one dif- 
ficulty facing the country was 
where to take the first step on the 
path towards democratisation. 
“Should they set up an interim 
(legislative) body? Should they 
elect a new parliament first? 
Whatever they do, there is a 
fairly strong feeling that they 
should act under the 1962 con- 
stitution.” 

That document, adopted soon 
after Kuwait won independence, 
gives primary executive authority 
to a hereditary monarch, the 
emir. Tbe constitution provides 
for an elected national assembly, 
but only adult males whose fami- 
lies were citizens before 1921 can 
vote. 

Political parties are banned, 
and freedom of the press and 
public dissent have at times been 
curbed by the government. 


Captured Afghan city quiet 
as victors wait for response 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Afghan garrison captured by Mu- 
jahedeen guerrillas four days ago 
was reported quiet on Wednes- 
day with no sign of a promised 
government effort to recapture 
the city. 

. Mujahedeen sources in the 

Pakistan frontier dty of Peshawar 
said the government fired three 
Scud missiles on Tuesday but 
tbey fell harmlessly outside the 
garrison. 

The capture of Khost by the 
rebels Sunday was a major 
morale boost after two years of 
political and military stalemate in 
the 12-year-old Afghan conflict. 

Afghanistan's Ambassador to 
India Ahmad Sarwar vowed on 
Tuesday that Kbost would be 


retaken soon as reiterated 
Kabul's charge that Pakistani 
forces played a decisive role in 
the battle. 

Western diplomats in Islama- 
bad said the Afghan government 
had reinforced Gardez City which 
lies between Khost and the capit- 
al Kabul, but had detected no 
sign it was preparing a counter- 
offensive. 

“They are playing a cagey 
game. It is not clear what they are 
going to do,” one diplomat said. 

A special sitting of parliament 
in Kabul declared on Tuesday 

that the assault on Khost, 25 
kilometres from Pakistan border, 
had done nothing to change the 
military balance,' the official 
Bakhtar news agency reported. 
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St Mary of Nanr ett Church Sweffleb 
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Sl Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of Uw Awwwda fl OM Tel. 
637440 

De la Safe Church Tel. 661757 
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Church o t ibe Annniiciafhu Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625383. Td. 
62KS43. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 



Armenian Orthodox Church 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Interuathwal Church Td. 

827981. 685326. 

Emgettcal Lutheran Church Td; 
811295. . 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day SoMs Td. 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be idaUvdy odd and partly 
cloudy lo dowdy ai times, with ex- 
pected scattered showers. Winds will 
be westerly moderate. In Aqaba, H win 
be partly cloudy with northerly moder- 
ate wind and calm sea. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 10/18 

Aqaba 18/30 

Deserts 0/22 


Jordan Valley 15/25 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 33. Humidity readings; 
Amman 61 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Majid AI Shacr 791405 

Dr. Munzcr AI Quraini 776258 

Dr. Jamal Abu Baker 746126 

Dr. Sa'ccd Abu Hatab 649846 

firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Perdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asona pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 


AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 637660 

KB Oh 

Dr. Ahmad AI Hayclt ( — ) 

AI Sharaa’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad ( — ) 

Khahfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

GvO Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Potice 192,621111.637777 


fu: Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoCce 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OveneasCalls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaint 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdeviskm 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 11 
Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Etoctridiy Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia loti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khahdi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Alutah Maternity. J. Aran.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhaa. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmesani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 


Air power 'remains a key 
advantage for the Soviet- 
supported government of Presi- 
dent Najibullah, but the rebels 
said bad weather seemed to have 
prevented any retaliatory air 
strikes on Khost since Sunday 
night. 

The first video film to emerge 
of the final battle showed Mu- 
jahedeen guerrillas firing mortars 
and multiple-rocket launchers 
from high points around the river 
valley in which Khost lies. 

The guerrillas took at least 
2.500 prisoners when most of the 
garrison surrendered on Sunday 
and the film shows a bearded 
Mujahedeen commander haran- 
guing a group of prisoners after 
the dty fell. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS JN BRIEF; 


Iraq: U.S. troops might damage Ur 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq warned Tuesday that'Ur. tbj 
birthplace in southern Iraq of the Biblical Patriarch Abrahams 
might be damaged by U.S. troops patrolling the archaeology" 
site. “We alert the United Nations, the countries and peoples 
the world and world organisations for.culture and heritage to th 
responsibilities in preventing interference with this human legacy j 
Iraqi U.N. Representative Abdul Amir AI An ban said. In a lette 
to Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, he said members < 
the U.S. armed forces “occupying the territory of Iraq” we 
patrolling at the Ur archaeological site in the province of Dht 
“You are well aware of the historical and cultural importance 
the Ur archaeological site as tbe centre of one of the most anrie 
of the human civilisations that arose in Mesopotamia and , 
containing archaeological treasures of inestimable value,” M 
Anbari said. The presence there of U.S. forces “brings with it r 
danger that these troops may tamper with and cause destruction 
the site,” he added. 

Saudi papers cease attacks on Saddam 

JEDDAH (AP) — For the first time since Iraq's invasion 
Kuwait, Saudi newspapers came out Tuesday without attacks 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and without playing up a 
rebellion in Iraq. Newspaper sources said the Information Minis! 
instructed Saudi newspapers to stop personal attacks on Presidq 
Saddam and to restrict mention of the uprising to wfaat is report 
by international wire services. The newspaper sources, who spol 
on condition of anonymity, said tbe instructions were issw 
verbally by Information Minister Ali AI Shaer to all Saudi edittj 
in chief Sunday evening. Tbe Monday editions could not be alter^ 
but Tuesday newspapers carried no criticism of President Sadda^ 

The sources said the newspapers were instructed to cany agei^ 
copies from Iraq “without adding salt or pepper of their owr* 
Personal attacks on President Saddam should also be stopped, 
instructions said. AI Sharq AI Awsat, a Jeddah newspaper based 
London, for the first time Tuesday spoke about President Sadd' 
as the “Iraqi president.” Since the Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, 
title “president” was not used to refer to President Saddam in t 
newspaper. 

Algerian premier urges political alliance 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Prime Minister Mouloud Hamroucrf 
proposed a political alliance against secular and religious extremist 
in die run-up to the country's first multi-party elections. In as 
interview published in the daily Essalam Wednesday, he called fc i 
“a union of patriots to neutralise all forms of extremism.” Over 
political parties have emerged since President Chadli BenjedicJ 
introduced a multi-party system in 1989. General elections are due* 
in late June or early July. “Our generation must strive anc^ 
persevere to eliminate extremism from our society and contribute* 
to an alternative that will turn back the extremism that certain* 
ideologies and mentalities are trying to spread,” Mr. Hamrouche| 
said. = 

Kuwait Airways resuming flights from 
London 

LONDON (AP) — Kuwait Airways, grounded during the Gulf 
war, said Wednesday that it would be resuming flights from 
Heathrow Airport Thursday. The airline plans to operate service 
between London and Bahrain. Bombay. Cairo and New York 
using Boeing 767 and Boeing 727 aircraft. Bahrain will be used as 
the airline's main operations hub until war damaged Kuwait Gty 
' airport is rebuilt, officials said. 

U.S. soldier loses legs in Kuwait 

ABDALI, Kuwait (R) — A U-S^sokfier, clearing an area for a 
refugee camp in Kuwait, lost both" his legs when an unexploded 
bomb left over from the Gulf war blew up Tuesday, a Red Cross 
official said. Thomas Kerkermg, an American Red Cross official 
who saw the wounded man, said he had stepped on an nnexploded 
cluster bomb. *1 don’t know if he's going to make it,” said Mr. 
Kerkering, who is helping the Kuwaiti Red Crescent to run tbe 
Abdali refugee camp. Mr. Kerkering said the soldier had been 
scouring a piece of land near the camp for unexploded bombs so 
that the refugee camp could expand. 


Somalia accuses Kenya of helping rebels 

NICOSIA (R) — Somali Prime Minister Omar Arteh Ghalib 
accused Kenya Tuesday of helping anti-government rebels, the 
■ Omani News Agency reported. "We have information that Kenya 
has started to help these elements, responsible for destroying 
economic resources and properties in Somalia.” he said after 
meeting Sultan Qaboos Ben Sa'id of Oman. “It (Kenya) is 
providing them with arms and munitions.” Mr. Ghalib was in 
Oman as part of a tour of oil-rich Gulf Arab states seeking financial 
help in rebuilding tbe country after the fall of former President 
Mohammad Siad Barre last January. He said Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad, appointed interim president pending the election of a new 
government, had sent a letter to Kenyan President Daniel Arap 
Moi, but had no reply. The agency quoted Mr. Ghaleb as appealing 
for the Organisation of African Unity (O AU) and the Arab League 
to put pressure on Kenya to stop helping the rebels. The caretaker 
government last month postponed a national conference on the 
future of Somalia, an impoverished country in the Horn of Africa. 
Mr. Ghalib said he expert ed elections in which “all sections of the 
people will take part” to be held next year, but gave no specific 
dates. 

Saud says genuine peace needed 

PARIS (AP) — Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister said Tuesday that 
Fra f ,ce s . har ?d identical views on the need to profit 
from the post-war situation m the Middle East to seek a real near* 

“ d " eso ‘ ve tb ? question. Prince Saud AI Faisal met for 

45 minutes with President Francois Mitterrand as weU 2 

Dumas ' France “id Saudi 

‘will try to contribute in all sincerity and with seriousness to the 
°f th e leghimate rights of the Palestinians £e 
pnna said after his meeting with Mr. Mitterrand. He haSfed tot 
French president a note from King Fahd reear din* . 

appreciation , or France's “®^it^-& g ftct U & 5 

the prince said, assuring that the French conttXn wouU h^fa 
poahve effect on btlateral relations and French ties ™,h=X,b 
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Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Baihir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marfca 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 67415S 
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MAP raises funds for 
Palestinians, says conditions 
worsened after Gulf war 


AMMAN — The London-based 
Medical Aid for Palestinians 
(MAP) is currently raising funds 
to help support the medical nnwti 
of the Palestinians under Israeli 
occupation. One of the founding 
members. Dr. Swee Chai Ang, 
author of the book “From Beirut 
to Jerusalem,*' has been active in 
promoting the cause of the 
Palestinians. 

Kathy Qaqish from Radio Jor- 
dan interviewed Dr. Ang on the 
telephone and asked her about 
the reports MAP had been re- 
ceiving on the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

"Because of the situation in the 
Gulf nearly 300,000 Pales tinian s 
•who osed to work in Kuwait and 
who used to transfer money to 
their families in die occupied 
lands have lost their livelihood 
with devastating effects on them- 
selves and their relatives in areas 
under Israeli occupation,'* said 
Dr. Ang. 

"Indeed these Palestinian ex- 
patriates used to finance Palesti- 
nian institutions, like hospitals 
and schools, and MAP is trying to 
find means of supporting the 
medical centres in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip," she said. 

"Not only has the demand 
from the Palestinian medical in- 
stitutions increased, but oar own 
problems in England have dou- 
bled as there is a lot of misunder- 
standing in the West regarding 
the Palestinians due to erroneous 
information about the Palesti- 
nians," she added. 

"I think that the Palestinians 
have been very much the victim 
of what was going on in the Gulf 
and, regrettably, sympathy for 



Dr. Swee Chat Ang 

the Palestinians has eroded and 
our charity has suffered a serious 
drop in fancLing,” Dr. Ang said. 

But at the same time, she 
noted, “We have people depend- 
ing on ns, like the hospital in 
Gaza which we kept going by 
supplying nurses and doctors." 

Asked on MAP's activities to 
win support in the West for the 
Palestinian cause, Dr. Ang said 
that MAP had been explaining 
the plight of the 1.7 million 
Palestinians, who were not only 
deprived of their livelihood be- 
cause of the Gulf crisis, but who 
also fa ce repression and heavy 
taxes imposed on them by the 
Israeli authorities at a time when 
few Arabs are allowed to go to 
work in Israel. 

Asked on the seriousness of 
the situation in the occupied terri- 
tories, Dr. Ang said that the 
majority of people faced difficul- 
ty and many faced real hunger. 
"In the past we used to see 
hunger in Gaza only, but lately 


we see hunger even in the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, and 
the United Nations agencies have 
now started to supply food even 
to non-refugees to prevent starva- 
tion," Dr. Ang added. 

She said that there was a shor- 
tage of food on a constant basis 

and people starved and suffered 

from malnutrition mainly because 
of prolonged curfews. 

Dr. Ang referred to her tour in 
die United States, where she 
addressed religions groups and 
politicians, saying: “I think the 

message is quite dear, that every 

.one does not seek a just and 
peaceful way of solving things in 
the Middle East, and therefore I 
believe that this will no: be the 
last war to be fought/* Dr. Ang 
pointed out. 

Dr. Ang said that she would be 
coming to Jordan in the course of 
a march to raise funds for the 
Palestinian people. "I would real- 
ly want to thank the Jordanian 
people for all they are doing to 
help the Palestinians," Dr. Ang 
said. 

Bora in 1948, Dr. Ang gradu- 
ated from the University of Sing- 
apore. In 1976 she went to Britain 
with her husband and qualified as 
an orthopaedic surgeon. Follow- 
ing the 1982 Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon, Dr. Ang volunteered 
with a medical team to help the 
besieged Palestinians in Beirut 
camps, and was active in her 
assistance to the refugees follow- 
ing the massacres of Sabra and 
ShatiHa.. 

Her book “From Beirut to 
Jerusalem" offers an outline of 
her experience with the Palesti- 
nians in Lebanon. 


Some Muslims reluctant to go 
on pilgrimage after Gulf war 


By Rana ftahhagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Some Muslims are 
reluctant to make the annual 
p ilgrimage to Islam’s holiest sites 
because of Saudi Arabia’s anti- 
Iraq stand in the Gulf war. 

The Jordanian government,, 
anxious to heal the Arab rifts 
caused by the conflict, has^ given 
the pilgrims clearance to go. 

But they may be deterred by 
anger at Saadi Arabia’s support 
for the U-S.-led allies and sensi- 
tivity over tiie continued presence 
of U.S. troops. 

The baj is one of the five basic, 
duties of Islam and should be 
perf or med by every Muslim at 
least once in his lifetime if he has 
fixe means. 

“I will not go to the haj while 
Americans and Jews are still 
there desecrating the holy 
places,” said Jordanian techni- 
cian Nidal Marzouk. "It is a duty, 
but after all that happened this 
year it is hard for me to forget 
and go.” 

Jordan's mam Muslim Brother- 


hood movement is taking the 
government line and recommend- 
ing participation. 

“Haj is a duty and a temporary - 
misunderstanding between us and 
the rulers of Saudi Arabia should 
not disrupt this duty," a spokes- 
man said. "Those who can afford 
it should £ 0 ." 

Relations between Amman 
and Riyadh deteriorated, as 
many Jordanians took a fierce 
pro-Iraqi stance in the conflict, 
but fence-mending is now the 
main priority. 

"King Hussein is keen on res- 
toring Arab unity and letting the 
Arab League come out with a 
new outlook so that it can play a 
leading role in serving Arab in- 
terest,” said Ahmad Hleiel, 
secretary general of the Religious 
Endowments Ministry. 

Algeria, which opposed the 
presence of foreign troops in the 
Gulf, has said it will take part in 
the haj, but opinion polls indicate 
the majority of Algerians will stay 
at home. 

"No haj as long as the Amer- 
icans govern (Arabia)," the daily 
newspaper Ecfaaab raid in the 


headline to its survey. 

“Boycotting the pilgrimage this 
year is logical as long as reaction 
and treachery dominate the holy 
places, "one polled person told 
the newspaper. He advised fellow 
Algerians to send gifts instead to 
Iraqi children. 

However, the main opposition 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), has 
said Algerians oonld both go to 
Mecca and demand that foreign 
troops leave the Gulf. 

"There is no need to have a 
fatwa (decree) to do it. Can 
defending Iraq imply disobeying 
God?” FIS President Abbasi 
Madani said. 

The haj issue has attracted less 
attention in Tunisia, where the 
authorities are allocating places 
to 7,000 pilgrims, the same num- 
ber as last year. 

Few Tunisian Muslims take 
part in the baj; the current quota 
allows for only one in 200 to go 
even once in a lifetime. 

Iran, which stayed neutral dur- 
ing the war, is enjoying much 
unproved relations with Saudi 
Arabia. 


Charity organisation, 
UNRWA sign agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An agree- 
ment of cooperation has been 
signed between Human Appeal 
— Jordan office, represented by 
the regional Director Bahaedkfin 
Shanableh and the United Na- 
tions Relief and "Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA), repre- 
sented by the field relief and 
social services officer in Jordan.. 

The two parties agreed on 
April 4, 1991, on holding joint 
cooperation courses of social 
training and rehabilitation for 
women in refugee camps. 

Human Appeal also signed an 


agreement with the Vocations 
Training Corporation (VTQ ii 
Jordan to supervise and coordir 
ate the above mentioned course: 
Human Appeal took it upo 
itself to work for developing an 
modernising the needy common: 
ties, either through the proviso 
of concrete assistance or the pro 
vision of moral and cultural sup 
port. "Hence our experience i 
Jordan comes to s u pport th 
programmes of the organisatio] 
and to strengthen the rdationshi] 
with U.N. organisations," says ; 
statement issued after si gning thi 
agreement 


Gulf Bank trains 
local staff in Kuwait 


Libyan team, 
JES officials 
hold talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Libyan 
economic and trade team, cur- 
rently on a visit to Jordan, 
Wednesday met with the Board 
of Directors of the Jordanian 
Exporters Society (JES). 

Deputy Chairman of the socie- 
ty’s Board of Directors Kama! 
Qaqish briefed the team on the 
society’s duties and works in serv- 
ing its members by marketing 
their products and opening new 
markets for them. 

He expressed the society’s 
readiness to cooperate with Li- 
byan exporters. He said the 
Jordanian industrial products, 
which are distinguished for their 
reasonable prices and good quali- 
ty, were able to compete with 
more advanced states’ industries 
in the markets of neighbouring 
countries. 

The society provided the Li- 
byan team with lists and cata- 
logues of the Jordanian indus- 
tries. 

Head of the visiting delegation, 
Saleh A1 Shdkhi, who is also in- 
charge of import/export opera- 
tions in Libya, stressed his coun- 
try’s keenness to bolster and 
promote cooperation between 
Jordan and Libya in various 
fields. 

The delegation is on a several- 
day visit to Jordan for talks de- 
signed to promote economic and 
trade ties between the two coon- 
tries mid pave the way for the 
signing of new agreements on 
- trade exchanges. 

The team has held talks with 
■delegations representing the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
and the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — During the 
months following the Iraqi inva- 
son of Kuwait, the Gulf Bank of 
Kuwait took tbe opportunity to 
review its activities in readiness 
for the resumption of business 
once the liberation of the country 
was complete. One major area of 
activity was tbe launch of an 
ambitious training scheme aimed 
at increasing the number of 
Kuwaiti nationals employed by 
the Gulf Bank and to encourage 
young Kuwaitis to dwose bank- 
ing as a career. 

Training centres were set up in 
Dubai in February, and Cairo in 
March. From several hundred ap- 
plicants in each area, fifty were 
chosen to undergo this intensive 
programme of career develop- 
ment. Tbe course consisted of 
five main stages of activity, in- 
cluding one week of English lan- 


guage h ankin g familiarisation, 
three weeks of banking opera- 
tions, customer services and 
keyboard skills- This was fol- 
lowed by two months practical 
experience in different Arab 
banks in tbe region. 

The training of candidates was 
undertaken by senior staff of the 
Gulf Bank, specifically chosen for 
their experience and awareness of 
the higfr standards required. Cus- 
tomer service is a high priority for 
the bank, so particular emphasis 
was placed on tins subject to 
ensure that the candidates were 
trained to serve speedily and effi- 
ciently. 

The past seven months has 
been a period of intensive activity 
for the Gulf Bank, and it is now a 
position to resume business at an 
even higher level of excellence 
than before. 


Study shows summer time saved the 
country JD 1. 7m in five years 

Jordan switches to 
summer time April 17 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
switch to summer time at mid- 
night, Wednesday, April 17, 
1991, when clocks will be adv- 
anced by 60 minutes to run three 
hours ahead of Greenwich Mean 
Time (GMT), according to a 
communique issued by Prime 
Minis ter Mudar Badran Wednes- 
day. 

Tbe switch, adopted for the 
sixth consecutive year, is aimed at 
conserving energy, an aim which 
the government has been trying 
to achieve through different 
means. 

Daring the Gulf crisis, the gov- 
ernment introduced a nu m ber of 
measures to conserve energy, in- 
cluding the adoption of a two-day 
per week holiday for government 
departments, reducing tbe period 
during which businesses can oper- 
ate in the evening, and allowing 
private cars to run only on alter- 
nate days. 

According to a statement 
issued Wednesday by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the Minis- 
try of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources has conducted studies on 
the adoption of summer time in 
Jordan, revealing that tbe mea- 
sure helps reduce fuel consump- 
tion in all forms. 

The studies, Petra said, quot- 
ing the Ministry of Energy, which 
covered the 1986-1990 period, 
showed that the reduction in elec- 
tricity consumption saved fuel 
worth JD 327,000 each year, and 
tbe total amount saved over the 
past five years, thanks to the 
introduction of summer time, was 

44.000 tonnes of fuel, worth JD 
1.7 milli on. 

In view of the current prices of 
fuel used to generate electricity in 
Jordan, the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources expects 
that by switching to summer time, 
this year the country could save 
as much as JD 500,000, Petra 
noted. 

It said that by applying the 
summer timing, homes will save 
one hour of lighting at night. 

In addition, the agency said, 
there mil be a cut in the period of 
time during which air condition- 



ing systems operate. 

Tbe drive to save energy comes 
at a time when the cash-strapped 
country is striving to reduce its 
fuels import bill. 

Following Saudi Arabia's deci- 
sion to cut off oil supplies to 
Jordan, and due to the Gulf war, 
which brought to an end Jordan’s 
reliance on Iraqi crude, the King- 
dom has now started buying oil 
from Yemen and Syria at interna- 
tional market rates, higher than 
the rates of Iraqi crude shipped to 
Jordan in payment of debts to the 
Kingdom. 

Specialists estimate that by 
adopting summer time. Jordan 
will save one hour of energy per 
day, consumed for lighting, by 
reducing tbe need for artificial 
light during the evening, which 
means saving up to 20 per cent of 
the total energy normally con- 
sumed in the country. 

According to the statistics, Jor- 
dan imports about 22 million 
barrels of crude annually and the 
energy conservation methods are 
deemed necessary under the pre- 
sent circumstances. 

Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Saraireb said in a statement last 
month that the energy conserva- 
tion programme, introduced by 
the government during the Guff 
crisis, saved up to JD 13,000 on a 
daily basis. 

Syria introduced summer time 
on April 1, while Israel switched 
to summer time last month 


Humanitarian group lauds ... 
Jordan’s aid to evacuees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 13-member 
peace group representing “Ear- 
thstewaids Organisation” in the 
United States held a press confer- 
ence in Amman Wednesday dur- 
ing which they voiced the orga- 
nisation's appreciation of Jor- 
dan's position and Jordan Nation- 
al Red Crescent Society’s 
(JNRCS) assistance given to the 
evacuees who fled Kuwait during 
the Gulf crisis. 

Head of the group Dan nan 
Paiy said that his organisation 
had conducted a campaign in the 
United States to collect contribu- 
tions to Jordan and said that the 
Kingdom deserved appreciation 
and help from all countries for its 
care for nearly one million eva- 
cuees of various nationalities. 


According to JNRCS Vice- 
President Mohammad Hadid, the 
group brought to Jordan medi- 
cine and medical equipment 
which would be used by the Hilal 
Hospital. He told the Jordan 
Times that JNRCS had arranged 
for the group to tour different 
areas, including evacuees camps, 
in the country. 

Mr. Dannan Pary told the press 
conference that his organisation 
deeply regreted the ongoing 
propaganda campaign in the 
West aimed at distorting facts 
about tbe situation in the Middle 
East region. 

According to the group mem- 
bers who addressed the press 
conference, the organisation col- 
lected children milk and brought 
it to Jordan as a gift. 


Ceramics industry 
reports ups and downs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A ceramics 
company in Jordan Wednesday 
announced it was operating at 50 
per cent production capacity due 
to tbe economic recession 
brought about by the Gulf crisis, 
but the management has high 
hopes that new markets will be 
found soon in Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Gbazi Zakarneh, executive 
director of tbe Arab Ceramics 
Industries Company (ACIC), 
said in a statement to tbe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that tbe 
ceramics plant, founded last year 
at Sahab Industrial City, near 
Amman, was seeking new mar- 
kets to replace those in the Gulf 
states which have stopped im- 
porting their products from Jor- 
dan. 

“The company, which has a 
total capital of JD 2 million, with 
investments exceeding JD 5 mil- 
lion, was originally established in 
Spain before opening a branch in 
Jordan with capital from Jordan 
and other Arab countries, Mr. 
Zakarneh said. 

Tie plant in Spain markets its 
products in the countries of the 
European Community, while that 
in Jordan is selling products, 
mainly floor and wall tiles,, to the 
Arab World and Asian coun- 
tries," Mr. Zakarneh pointed 
out. 

Mr. Zakarneh said that the 
Sahab plant employs 100 workers 
and tedmidans, but the number 
could be increased in the light of 
an increase in production which 


now covers the Kingdom’s needs 
and, leaves good amounts for ex- 
port. 

Tbe other ceramics company is 
the Jordan Ceramics Industries 
Company (JCIC) which was 
established in 1977 and which has 
a total capital of JD 2 million, and 
assets estimated at JD 7 million, 
according to the company's 
Director General Fathi Hiyasat. 

Mr. Hiyasat told the Jordan 
Times that the company’s sales 
last year were worth JD 4.6 mil- 
lion, registering a JD 1 million 
profit. 

“Our production covers 90 per 
cent of the Jordanian market's 
needs of ceramics, and we sell 
products to other Arab and fore- 
ign countries as well,” said Mr. 
HiyasaL 

“Recently we signed a contract 
to sell the Soviet Union $250,000 
worth of ceramics products and 
last year we sold unspecified 
amounts to South Korea,” Mr. 
Hiyasat said. 

“All the raw materials needed 
for the ceramics industry in Jor- 
dan are found in die country, 
especially in the areas of Mahes, 
Mudawara, Bam A1 Ghoul and 
Ras AJ Naqab in southern Jor- 
dan, but the company continues ■ 
to buy the paint for the ceramics 
from foreign countries as no such 
paint can not be found in the 
Arab World," Mr. Hiyasat 
added. 

“By producing ceramics in Jor- 
dan, we are saving the country an 
estimated JD 4 million in hard 
currency annually-” 


Queen tours south 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Wednesday toured 
Wadi Araba and tbe southern 
Jordan Valley region to familia- 
rise herself with tbe conditions of 
people there and to get' ac- 
quainted with tbe damages 
afflicted by tbe rainstorm and 
floods that swept the area last 
week. 

Queen Noor started ber tour 
by visiting Quweiqra village, situ- 
ated in the desert extending be- 
tween the dries of Aqaba and 
Karak, where she got acquainted 
with the difficult living conditions 
of tbe dozens who are deprived 
of the basic requirements. Tbe 
population of the village is esti- 
mated at about 3,000 people, 
most of them depending on rais- 
ing sheep and farming, while the 
rest have no sources of income. 

Queen Noor also inspected the _ 
village’s health centre, which was " 
set up and equipped last week. 
Tbe centre was not inaugurated 
officially yet and has no resident 
doctor at tbe time being. A doc- 
tor, who works in the dty of 
Aqaba, visits the centre twice a 
week and a male nurse is in 
charge of the centre for the rest of 


the week. 

Her Majesty asked tbe con- 
cerned authorities to provide 
basic and comprehensive health 
care services to the region, in- 
cluding consultancy and educa- 
tion services to help prevent the 
spread of diseases mid epidemics. 

The Queen met with teachers 
and students at the village's 
school where she was briefed on 
tbe problems they are faring. 

Her Majesty affirmed the need 
to draw a comprehensive de- 
velopment plan for the region, by 
(kilning priorities, and said the 
government would contribute to 
implementing it. 

Upon directives from Her 
Majesty, the region will be in- 
cluded in A1 Noor Project for 
Developing Rural Areas, which is 
carried out by the Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF). The pro- 
ject aims at improving the living 
conditions of the region's inhabi- 
tants. 

On the occasion of Her Majes- 
ty’s visit to the village, the Cunt 
Consumers Corporation distri- 
buted food supplies to the village 
citizens. 


Queen Noor then visited A1 
Mazra'n area, in the southern 
Jordan Valley region, to familia- 
rise herself with measures taken 
by the Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) to repair damages caused 
by floods at Wadi AJ Karak 
irrigation project. 

The Queen then reopened 
Wadi A1 Hasa dam in the region 
after preliminary restoration 
work ended there. 

Her Majesty was briefed by the 
Karak governor on the damages 
to Uk agricultural sector and 
private and public property. 

Queen Noor lauded the 
citizens’ cooperation with the 
official institution in the process 
of assessing the extent of damage 
and commended the govern* 1 
merit’s attempts to find swift solu- 
tions to the problems. 

She called for enhancing this 
cooperation because of the fruit- 
ful results it will produce in de- 
veloping the region. 

The Queen was accompanied 
on the tour by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Alta Al Faisal, the 
NHF director general and several 
officials. 


Iraq’s stock of cooking gas, 
kerosene running out fast 


By P.V. Vivek&n&nd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq has only a 
few days' supply of kerosene 
and cooking gas to meet the 
demands of its people, and 
unless the international com- 
munity rushes in the two pro- 
ducts immediately, the very 
existence of millions of Iraqis 
would be put in jeopardy, 
according to experts who are 
familiar with the energy situa- 
tion in the embattled country. 

"The country's stock of 
kerosene and gas cylinders will 
run out in the next few days, 
leaving more and more Iraqis 
to turn to wood for cooking 
purposes,” said one of the ex- 
perts. "As it is. many people 
have used up most of the avail- 
able wood — furniture in many 
cases — and it win only be a 
matter of time before they will 
have nothing to cook their 
food with — whether 
kerosene, gas or wood,” said 
the expert, who has just re- 
turned from Iraq after a three- 
week stay there. 

Under rationing imposed by 
the government, every family 
is supposed to get one cylinder 
of cooking gas every month. 
But few cylinders are available 
at the price fixed by the gov- 
ernment — 0.90 fils each. Each 
cylinder now costs as much as 
IS dinars on the black market. 

In some cases, stampedes 
have been reported when gov- 
ernment centres opened their 
doors to distribute gas. 

Kerosene — also rationed at 
60 litres per family per month 
— was the main, perhaps the 
only, heating fuel available to 
the Iraqis during the winter. 
But the fuel is also needed to 
cook food since most of them 
have turned to primitive 
kerosene stoves to make up for 
the shortage in cooking gas. 

According to the expert, 
who preferred anonymity, tbe 
devastation of Iraqi facilities in 
the allied blitzkrieg in the Gulf 
war is of such an extent that it 
would take anywhere between 


three months to one year be- 
fore Iraq's power-generating 
and oil refining capacity could 
be raised to the minimum level 
required to operate water 
sanitation plants and power- 
generators on an emergency 
basis. 

"Small mobile generators — 
imported during peacetime but 
in limited quantities — are 
being used by the Iraqis now to 
operate hospitals, but they also 
need a minimum amount of 
fuel.” the expert pointed out, 

“In my personal estimate, 
the authorities wilt not be able 
to meet more than seven to 10 
per cent of Iraqis' power needs 
for the next few months," he 
said. 

Analysts in the power indus- 
try say that the pre-war elec- 
tricity requirement of Iraq was 
around 1.800 megawatts: ab- 
out 30 per cent produced by 
hydropower, but these facili- 
ties have also been hit in the 
allied bombing. The country 
had a total installed capddty of 
1,950 megawatts. 

A United Nations mission 
which visited Iraq in mid- 
March reported that the "min- 
imum survival level to under- 
take humanitarian activities 
would require approximately 
25 per cent of pre-war civilian 
domestic fuel consumption." 
The mission, in its findings to 
the U.N. secretariat, under- 
lined that “fuel imports must 
take place urgently." 

Iraq, with a high level of 
urbanisation, depended on oil 
and its derivatives for about 85 
per cent of its energy consump- 
tion since 72 per cent of its 18 
million people lived in towns; 
in the rural areas, almost every 
phase of agriculture and farm- 
ing was dependent either on 
fuel or electricity. 

Various international agen- 
cies hare been sending fuel — 
in addition to relief supplies 
such as food and medicine to 
Iraq — but a Jordanian relief 
worker described such supplies 
as "a drop in the bucket." 


Tic pre-war oil consumption 
of Iraq is estimated at around 

400,000 barrels a day. Now, 
the amount uf refined products 
reaching the public is less than 
10 per cent of this figure, 
according to the relief worker, 
who also emphasised the 
general, priority needs of the 
Iraqi people. 

“What we arc talking about 
is food, water and medicine for 
18 million people," said the 
relief worker who accompa- 
nied a convoy of supply to Iraq 
last week. “If we are to calcu- 
late one loaf of bread for one 
person per day. it means 1.8 
million tonnes of baked bread 
— 100,000 trucks each of 18 
tonne capacity — for bread 
alone," hie said. “Imagine the 
amount of feel required to 
transport that quantity or even 
10 per cent of it.” 

Tie situation facing Iraq was 
described as "near-apocalyptic" 
by the U.N. missiou, which 
was headed by Under 
, Secretary-General Martti 
1 Ahtisaari of Finland. 

"Bombardment has para- 
lysed oil and electricity sectors 
almost entirely," says the re- 
port. a copy of which was 
available to the Jordan Times. 
“Power and refineries' produc- 
tion will not be resumed until 
the first repair phase is com- 
plete,” it adds. 

The report called for allow- 
ing Iraq to import not only fuel 
but also power units and spare 
parts. 

Acting in line with the re- 
port, the Security Council 
voted in the third week of 
March to partially lift the sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait in August. 
But several conditions were 
attached to supplying food, 
medicine and essential com- 
modities, thus slowing down 
the process. 

The Iraqi government has 
assured the Ahtisaari mission 
that it was willing to adhere to 
U.N. supervision of imports as 
well as actual use of essentials 
in the country, the report said. 


Ministry to give priority to repair work 


KARAK (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education is willing to intro- 
duce changes in its plans regard- 
ing school construction m the 
Karak Governorate in a bid to 
give priority to areas affected by 
the recent rainstorm which 
caused damages to school build- 
ings in the governorate, accord- 
ing to Minister of Education 
Abdullah Al Akaileh. 

Tbe minister, who spoke dur- 
ing a tour of the region to inspect 
the damaged school buildings, 
said that the ministry had earlier 
approved plans for expansion and 
for building annexes to schools in 
the Karak Governorate. but 
would be willing to give priority 


to other projects needed in the 
wake of the storm. 

Mr. Akaileh said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. that he had asked the direc- 
tors of education in Karak and 
Mazar districts to submit reports 
about the needs for repair so that 
the Ministry of Education can 
take further steps and define its 
priorities. 

Accompanied by local officials 
and heads of education depart- 
ments, the minister toured 
Karak. Mazar and neighbouring 
regions, inspecting boys and girls 
schools and was briefed by the 
principals on their needs. Mr. 


Akaileh stopped at Huseinieh 
school and inspected the damages 
inflicted on it by the floods and 
later visited Aiy school. 

The government Tuesday 
announced the allocation of JD 1 
million to be spent on repair work 
on roads, schools, irrigation can- 
als, and other public utilities 
within the boundaries of the 
municipalities of Tafileh, Karak 
and Moan, the worst hit govern o- 
rates. 

It said that further steps would 
be taken to meet the needs of 
other areas following the comple- 
tion of reports on the extent of 
damage sustained there. 


Customs to auction cars 


MMAN (J.T.) — The Customs 
epartment announced that it 
id seized nearly 1,000 private 
trs whose drivers have so far 
tied to provide evidence that 
ey own them and therefore the 
cal customs authorities will 
ive to sell the cars at auction. 
All these cars bear the licence 
ate "Iraq-Kuwait" issued by the 
aqi authorities to those fleeing 
om Kuwait following Iraq's 
keover of the emirate on Aug. 2 
190. 'according to customs offi- 
ils quoted by Al Ra’i Arabic 




The officials said that there 
were nearly 25,000 such cats, 
which arrived in Jordan during 
the Gulf crisis, and that at least 

1,000 of them have no known 
owners. 

All the cars with such plates 
have to pay JD 30 every three 
months in order to get permission 
to run on Jordanian roads and, 
according to the report, owners 
of these cars have been appealing 
to the government to exempt 
them from such payments since 
they are jobless arid had sus- 
tained great losses of cash and 


property in Kuwait. 

According to the report. < 
era of the Iraq-Kuwait plated 
have been seeking to have t 
registered in Jordan since 
can by no means return 
Kuwait. 

The whole issue is now be 
the Council of Ministers, whk 
the sole authority to take <j 
sions in this case, customs i 
dab said. 

The customs duty on these 
ranges from 100 per cent to u 
300 per cent of the car’s orij 
price. 
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By J.K. Galbraith 
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jnited they should stand 


TFXiOUGHOUT the past month, the biggest question was 
whither Iraq as a country could survive the Shiite rebellion 
in the south and the Kurdish armed mutiny in the north. 
Today that question is more or less moot, thanks to an army 
that, despite all the odds, held its own. 

The Iraqi government’s success in quelling the rebellion 
h£5 been impressive, given the fact that Iraq was almost 
totally devastated as a country by the war. In fact, it was 
due to that devastation that the rebellion started and grew in 
tize first place. Baghdad’s success, however, has not been 
witioul a price. Thousands of Iraqis have been killed. 
Hundreds of thousands displaced. More destruction and 
wsffericg ensued. Enmity and hatred amongst members of 
the Iraqi family deepened. And above all agony over the 
future now looms larger than ever before. 

It is indeed this last worry that warrants the most 
attention and greatest concern. For the Kurds and the 
Shiites are Iraqis too, and their problems within the stole 
and grievances with the system have to be promptly tackled 
and solved. 

This esnnot and should not be done by shedding more 
bisod, or by retribution and wreaking farther havoc within 
~ society that has had enough of war and enough of 
everything related to conflict and bloody straggle. 

it is incumbent on the central government in Baghdad, on 
the Iraqi Shiites and Kurds, even the various opposition 
groups inside and outside the country, to come together, 
talk, negotiate and compromise, to reach a just and lasting 
agreement on reconciliation, and making progress by the 
whole country and all its people. True, this is a most difficult 
and arduous task in light of what happened. But magnanim- 
ity 2 nd forgiveness are always the best cure to feuds and 
disputes, especially among brothers and countrymen. Iraq 
did not begin with Saddam Hussein or with Jala] Talbani 
and Mohammad Bakr A1 Hakim, nor will it end with them. 
Iraq is for all Iraqis. It has always been an integral part of 
history and will continue to be there. For a better, more 
secure and stable future, therefore, every effort most be 
made now to tackle the roots of fratricide and civil strife. 

It is to this end that we laud the ability of the Iraqi army, 
d.'Spitc the heavy price, to retake control of most or Iraqi 
Icrrisnry and towns. And it is to this end also that we 
v.dcoiRC the government's pledge to democratise and 
f'siialise political life in the republic. Iraq, throughout Its 
history, was a diversified mix of religions, cultures and 
ethnic groups. It teas to survive and prosper this way with 
equal rights sad duties granted to and demanded of 
everyone living there. We say this in the (tall knowledge that 
the challenges arc greet and the circumstances are extremes 
ly dirticolf. What with the newest U.N. Security Council 
resection that Iraq has to take with swallowed pride and at 
great cost to itse!f and :ts people! Not to forget the colossal 
tsik of rebuilding and rising from the ashes of war! The 
challenges have to be confronted bead ou. But they will be a 
’cl easier when faced by a united country and by a people at 
pvw with itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


B v RACKING the separatists in Iraq, France is proring once 
a^ain that it is in the pay of the U.S.- Zionist alliance, and would 
Mop at nothing to display hostility towards the Arab Nation — the 
enerrio of this alliance. A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said Wednesday. 
France’s moves at the international level to show backing and 
support for the separatists who caused sc much atrocities in Iraqi 
towns follows ir, the wake oi French air raids on Iraqi towns and 
die killing of Iraqi civilians, said the paper. The air raids on Iraq 
can b;« no means draw support from any one in the Arab World, 
and France's new moves to support rebels can only be interpreted 
as an open hostility to this nation, the paper said. The Arab 
people still remember the massacres committed by France in 
A!jc J a, Syria. Tunisia. Libya and Morocco, and can only regard 
the current moves as further French crimes committed against the 
Aiabs and Muslims, it noted. France, which banned Arab and 
Islamic press ami stopped all Arab and Islamic broadcasts, can by 
no means deceive anybody by trying to show sympathy towards 
l the rebels in Iraq, nor can it win the hearts of the Arab people by 
pursuing its crimes p.gainst them, the paper added. The paper said 
that no doub’ Paris took its orders from Israel and the United* 
States, and is now sacrificing principles for die sake of ensuring 
selfish interests. 

A columnist in A1 Dusiour daily promotes the cause of poultry 
fanners who. he says, are not receiving any support for their work 
from the concerned Jordanian authorities, something which has 
caused the present confusion and the closure of many of these 
farms. Mohammad Daoud says that the government has ignored 
complaints raised by the poultry fanners, and have instead 
resorted to selling frozen poultry meat in die local markets at 
lower prices which drove many of these farmers out of business. 
The writer notes that Jordan, which used to export white meat, is 
now counting on imported poultry meat to feed its population. 

( There is an urgent need for the government to seriously study 
problems related to poultry farming so that objective solutions 
can be found, the writer demands. He asks the Ministry of Supply 
to refrain from selling frozen poultry arid to abstain from 
interfering in the prices of the locally produced poultry meat if the 
local farmers are to be encouraged to pursue their work in a 
profitable manner and to serve their country. The writer notes in 
particular that the price of animal feed is closely connected to the 
price of poultry me3t. and for this reason he calls on the 
government to deal with the question of the feed’s soaring prices. 
He says that not only the farmers are bound to sustain losses, but 
also those who had invested huge sums in this business. The writer 
says finding solutions for these problems is not a miracle, and it is 
urgent that the local authorities look into the matter before it is 
too late. 


THERE was one thing that, 
above all. in our days of emi- 
nence, Americans were taught. 
That was to be cautious about 
too obtrusive a claim to super- 
iority. Superiority there was of 
course — technical, economic, 
military, even intellectual — 
but it was not to be mentioned. 
This valuable instruction con- 
tinues and keeps us from 
asserting one defining quality 
that sets u$ apart, if not exactly 
above. That, out of a special 
experience, is our ability to 
distinguish rhetoric from real- 
ity in political speeches and, 
indeed, to assume the former. 

1 was deeply impressed by 
this advantage a few weeks ago 
when travelling in Europe. I 
was repeatedly asked by men- 
tally competent people, includ- 
ing numerous journalists, what 
I thought of President Bush’s 
herald of a new world order. 
This was with an emphasis that 
leads me here to wonder if it 
shouldn’t be written The New 
World Order, i knew by 
national advantage that this 
was speech, not substance. So. 
1 cannot doubt, did most of my 
intellectually viable country- 
men. We have come, thanks to 
Mr. Reagan and now Mr. 
Bush, to assume this in pres- 
idential communication, milit- 
ary ventures apart. Faced with 
an especially difficult domestic 
problem, Mr. Bush, like Mr. 
Reagan before him, goes all 
out with oratory and. in the 
extreme case, promises addi- 
tional research. I very much 
wish to see a better ordering of 
world relationships. However. 
I do not think we should mini- 
mise the bard steps that are 
involved. They cannot be 
wholly disguised even by the 
most accomplished oratory. 

That the collapse, of the com- 
-munist economic system and 
its supporting political rigour 
has greatly changed the world 
is not in doubt. This has pre- 
cipitated local discord and dis- 
sent, and it commits the coun- 
tries in question to the untried 
and perilous path from com- 
prehensive socialism back to 
the mixed economy now seen 
to be the greater economic and 
political success. A far from 
minor requirement of a new 
world order is that this transi- 
tion be assisted by the more 
fortunate countries in a highly 
tangible way with money and 
credits: It is vital that political 
liberty and a movement to a 
market economy not be identi- 
fied with intolerable hardship. 
It is also more than parentheti- 
cally important that the econo- 
mic system to which these 
countries are moving be seen 
to be the socially pragmatic 
combination of stale and pri- 
vate activity that serves in 
Western Europe, the United 
States and Japan, and not the 
cruel and rigorous capitalism 
that some from those countries 
so ardently recommend and 
yearn to have at home. 

But the larger effects of the 
change in Central Europe and 
the USSR are undeniably 
good. A vital support to milit- 
ary expenditure, including in 
particular hi-teeb nuclear ex- 
travagance. has been greatly 
weakened in both the Soviet 

Brotherhood 

(Continued from page I) 


Even [bough spokesmen for the 
Brotherhood publicly deny any de- 
cline in their popularity and dis- 
miss as "Smear and detractor cam- 
paigns” media reports about such 
“loss of support," observers and 
analysts agree that it was not only 
the Brotherhood Movement that 
suffered a setback uj view of what 
happened in the Gulf. Other poli- 
tical groups also did, they said, but 
relative to their numbers, the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, because it is 

largest, probably lost the biggest 
share. 

Dr. Musa Keilanl, ibe Arabic 
doily Ad-Dustour’s deputy editor 
and author of several research pap- 
ers on Islamic movements in Jor- 
dan. puts the percentage of "de- 
droe” as “something between 10 
and 25 per cent-" 

."If we want to be conservative 
we would say 10 per cent," Dr. 
KeDani said, adding that that ratio 
“is similar to the decline in support 
for other political parties winch 
allfcjl themselves with Iraq during 
the crisis." 

“The Brotherhood identified it- 
self with and bet on Iraq’s victory, 
which reflected negatively on them 
when Iraq lost badly,” Dr. Keilani 
added. 

An official at the Ministry of 
Awtjaf and Religious Affairs main- 
tained that attendance in mosques 
“has dropped by 40 to 50 per 
cent.” The official, who did not 
want to be named, pointed out that 
“this was the result of the general 
demoralised mood that gripped the 
country after the end of the war 
and Iraq’s compliance with all 
U.N.-imposed resolutions against 
ft.” Many, but not all. mosque 
goers back Islamic political groups, 
the largest of whkh is the Brother- 
hood. Some of the movement’s 
supportes, interviewed by the Jor- 


Union and the U.S. In the 
absence of Saddam Hussein, 
all other American military 
spending would have been in 
jeopardy. The military success 
in the Gulf has, indeed, greatly 
improved the morale and there 
with no doubt the fiscal pros- 
pects of our more compulsive 
warriors. There is, however, at 
least a chance that this will not 
remain the case. The controll- 
ing condition here is not eco- 
nomics or foreign policy but 
anthropology. When the 
drums sound 'is the adjacent 
forest, the immediate tribal re- 
sponse is powerful, even in- 
evitable. But it does not last; 
reason eventually takes over, 
which, quite possibly, is why 
the human species survives. 

The end of the cold war and 
particularly the collapse of 
communism have made 
another contribution to a bet- 
ter world order. That is an end 
to the aggressive, paranoiac 
and otherwise extravagantly 
irrelevant hope and concern as 
to communism in the Third 
World. In the last 45 years 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, Zaire, 
Angola. Ethiopia, Mozambi- 
que, Nicaragua, El Salvador 
and, of course, Cuba have all 
been the focus of such atten- 
tion. Billions have been spent 
and hundreds of thousands of 
lives have been sacrificed in 
advancing the communist case 
or in protecting what, often by 
exceedingly loose usage, has 
been called democracy’. From 
the U.S. we have deployed a 
vast army of agents, refugees 
from useful work in the Re- 
public, to counter the threat of 
communism. A now exhaus- 
tive and often exhausting liter- 
ature — some fiction, some 
non-fiction, some indisting- 
uishable — has celebrated 
their exploits. Never explained 
or even contemplated was, to 
repeat, the nearly total irrele- 
vance of this exercise. 

Marx made the point and 
with emphasis: before com- 
munism there has to be capital- 
ism. Only after its exfoliation, 
oppression and, as he empha- 
sised, its socialising effect on 
the masses is socialism possi- 
ble. In primitive peasant 
societies neither capitalism nor 
communism, has meaning. 

Visiting Vietnam In the early 
days of our disastrous involve- 
ment there, l was struck by the 
difficulty in telling a commun- 
ist jungle from a capitalist 
jungle or even making that 
determination as to a rice pad- 
dy. Some 30 years ago on going 
to India as ambassador, I 
found a deep preoccupation in 
the State Department and 
especially in the Central In- 
telligence Agency with the 
thought that India might go 
communist, I invited a certain 
amount of criticism and poss- 
ibly some suspicion as to my 
reliability on such matters for 
observing that for communism 
this would be a disaster for 
which not even the most re- 
lentless enemy of that system 
could really wish. 

Now this long-lived insanity 
is at an end. The legions de- 
ployed by the CIA and its 
companion intelligence agen- 
cies elsewhere do not face un- 

dan Times, expressed disappoint- 
ment over the Brotherhood's lack 
of practical support for Iraq during 
the war. "They have shown us (hat 
they are only good af talking," one 
of them said. 

A cabinet minister recently told 
the Jordan Times that the govern- 
ment "was able to neutralise the 
opposition by incorporating them 
into the government," in an appa- 
rent reference to the Brotherhood. 

In rejecting these claims, howev- 
er, the movement’s spiritual lead- 
er, Sheikh Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman Khalifa, said his group's 
decision to join Mr. Badran's gov- 
ernment was “an emergency mcas- 
rue." 

He added that the decision to 
support participation of the move- 
ment in the government was the 
result of what “we saw as a glimpse 
of hope with which this marginal 
participation the Brotherhood 
coaid share m serving this country 
positively through what is available 
to us legally and politically-” 

He denied claims that the 
Brotherhood has abandoned its 
calls for political and economic 
reform in the country, saying that 
“if solutions to certain economic 
and political problems have been 
delayed that does not mean die 
Muslim Brotherhood bss discarded 
them or conceded on them.” 

On backing for Iraq. Sheikh 
Khalifa told die Jordan Times that 
Baghdad’s call to linkage between 

a solution to the Iraq- Kuwait crisis 
and ending the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine was the source of that 

support. 

“Jordan is closely connected to 
the Palestine problem. And when 
the Brotherhood felt that Iraq and 
its army understood the threat of 
the presence of a Zionist entity in 
the Wood-dtimy country that calls 
itself Israel... the movement was of 
the opinion of supporting Iraq be- 
cause ft has the power to stop 
Zionism at the limits of freedom 
and human rights,” Sheikh Khalj- 


employment. It is in the nature 
of such occupation that func- 
tion, even if not real, can still 
be imagined. But the conflict 
between the Soviet Union and 
the U.S., the ultimate justifica- 
tion. is over. An end to the 
paranoiac concern abour com- 
munism in the Third World is 
no slight step to a new and 
better world order. This is so 
even if, as in Panama and now 
the Middle East, or earlier by 
the British m the Falk lands, 

new justifications for military 
adventure in the Third World 
emerge. 

There is also the promise of 
a new role for the United 
Nations as part of a new world 
order, or this at least can be 
hoped. There is much there 
that needs to be changed. As 
from all persons of goodwill, 
the U.N. has long had my 
support. I’ve been often on its 
New York premises. Alas, 
however, I have never come 
away without a powerful im- 
pression of speeches and yet 
more speeches emphasising 
worthy purpose — disarma- 
ment, economic development, 
human rights, women’s rights, 
peaceful resolution of some 
dispute, much else — that were 
without any clear relation to 
practical result. I’ve had the 
impression that no action was 
really intended; here too the 
rhetoric was the reality. No- 
thing more was expected or 
asked. 

Nonetheless there is now at 
least hope for change. No lon- 


truction within a country. An 
effective U.N. would, years 
ago, have taken over and 
arrested the Uueroedne bes- 
tiality in Uganda and Beirut 
or, more recently, in Liberia. 
As the U.N. should exercise 
sovereignty, so it should have 
power when sovereignty is out- 
rageously misused to suspend 
it. Modem mass horror now 
results, if anything less from 
international conflict than 
from internal conflict and mas- 
sacre. The most elementary 
order is the need to stop inter- 
nal butchery. Mention of the 
needed remedy, the suspen- 
sion of grossly misused 
sovereignty, shows how far we 
have yet to go. 

But there is need for still 
more. An effective world order 
would require international ac- 
tion to stop the arms trade — 
to stop the sale and purchase of 
the weapons with which, in a 
far from congenial way, people 
around the world, and notably 
in the poorest countires, are 
killing each other. The. 
weapons with which the Iraqis 
and the Iranians engaged in 
mass murder in their enduring 
war were mostly supplied from 
abroad, as also those that the 
U.S. and the U.N. forces faced 
more recently in or over 
Kuwait nd Iraq. No meaning- 
ful world order can tolerate 
such commercially sponsored 
euthanasia. 

It would be a test of our 
American preisdent commit- 
ment to this new order were he 


“We must remind ourselves that in this world there is no 
iterate population that is poor and no illiterate population 
that is anything but poor. Let ns have also in mind that in aD 
countries war and dvfl conflict are peculiarly the opportun- 
ity that i$ accorded the ignorant.” 


ger on matters of some slight 
substance will the Americans 
and their allies and the Soviets 
and their acolytes be automati- 
cally arrayed on opposite sides 
and with the companion and 
inevitable veto in the Security 
Gounc3. The Gulf war, with 
both of the superpowers in 
active or passive support, was. 
one cannot doubt, a manifesta- 
tion of major change. And the 
U.S. government showed a 
concern for U.N. approval and 
support that was well beyond 
anything experienced in recent 
decades. This provided the 
basic case, not least for Amer- 
icans. for the military interven- 
tion and war on the desert 
sands. Better that we had had 
such authority for our descent 
on Grenada and Panama. 

But in anything that is to be 
called a new world order, one 
in which there is effective re- 
solution of internal and exter- 
nal conflict and an effective 
attack on their causes, the 
U.N. must be a great deal 
more than it is now. It cannot, 
as in the Gulf war. be the 
justifying instrument of Amer- 
ican policy. It must have a 
higher authority of its own. 
There must, in other words, be 
some surrender of sovereignty 
to the U.N., and not least by 
Washington. 

Additionally, a difficult 
point, the U.N. must have the 
authority to end and reverse 
not alone aggression by one 
country against another but 
also .mass slaughter and des- 

fa, who is a practising shariia 
lawyer, pointed out. 

The movement perceives iu 
nance during the Gulf crisis as an 
anti-Israel position rather than one 
siding with Iraq. “We are not 
regretful of our dear position 
against the Zionist octopus and 
those who supported it. Tinie will 
be the judge,” Sheikh Khalifa said. 

Other Brotherhood spokesmen 
lashed out at journalists who wrote 
articles on the group's “declining 
support." Writing in the move- 
ment's new weekly publication A1 
Rabat, the unnamed political edi- 
tor of the magazine called for 
“thoughtful reading” into the “un- 
democratic*' analysis of the wri- 
ters. 

He described one Reuter report 
on the issue as “provocative" and 
said it lacked credibility because it 
did not provide statistics to support 
hs argument. The editor implicitly 
also criticised the Jordan Times for 
carrying ft and cast doubt on Reu- 
ter’s credentials as an impartial 
news agency. 

Defending the group's position 
on Iraq, A1 Rabat wrote: “It is as if 
the Brotherhood is in control of 
armies, bombers, tanks and mis- 
sies and did not move them to 
support Iraq." 

In reply to another article that 
appeared recently in the London- 
bared Arabic daily in AI Hayat, in 
which the movement was called 
“Jordan’s Likud” because of its 
uncompromising position on the 
Palestine issue, an unsigned state- 
ment by the Brotherhood said: 
“We don’t know what is SO shame- 
ful about the Brotherhood’s stance 
rejecting any dealings with the 
Zionist body in any form and 
insuring on the liberation of all 
Palestine from the sea to the river, 
which is a position shared by many 
forces, Palestinian, Arab and 
Manns! , in all parts of the world.'' 

“We would have liked (the wri- 
ter of the artide) to call things by 
their name: “The Muslim Brothers 


to lead or anyhow cooperate in 
a U.N. crackdown on the mer- 
chants and merchandise of 
death. But, alas, that test he 
has already failed. I quote 
from the start of the lead arti- 
cle in the New York Times of 
March IS, a tew days after the 
proclamation of the new order 

“The Bush administration is 
asking Congress to authorise a 
government agency to under- 
write sales of military goods for 
the first time since the 1970s. 
After a long and divisive inter- 
nal debate, the White House 
has come down an the side of 
American military contractors, 
whose business has been lag- 
ging because of American 
plans to reduce the size of the 
armed forces.” 

A new world order, if it is to 
have any meaning or effect, 
must also go beyond conflict 
and mass slaughter to then- 
causes. And as to causes the 
empirical evidence is over- 
whelming. Violent death is 
peculiarly the fate of the poor. 
In the 45 years of the cold war 
no one got killed in direct 
confrontation between the two 
great powers, some casual acci- 
dents or executions possibly 
apart. Nor was there such 
death elsewhere in the affluent 
lands. The rich and the reason- 
ably comfortable do not take 
readily to the idea of disci- 
plined military slaughter. 
Whatever their religious com- 
mitment to a world to come, it 
is not a transition to be wel- 

are Muslim Brothers and there is 
do need to call them Jordan’s 
Likud," the statement added. 

“The writer of the artide asks 
how the Brothers can reconcile 
their participation in the govern- 
ment through bolding five posts in 
a government of 22 members with 
their ‘spiritual leadership' which 
holds a position that contradicts 
the peaceful solution that the gov- 
ernment believes in," the state- 
ment went on. 

“The Brotherhood poses a ques- 
tion back (to the writer) on bow he 
assumed that ministers who are not 
members of the Brotherhood 
accept a peaceful solution. The 
truth is that a number of noo- 
Brotberhood mi n is te r s share the* 
same stance with the Brotherhood 
ministers in rejecting peaceful 
solution proposals. - so should ev- 
er)' minister who bolds a different 
opinion resign?" 

The statement said rimr the most 
dangerous element in the (writer’s) 
artide is “the underlying and 
dangerous hints which may shed 
light on the evil plans against the 
march of democracy in our dear 
country.” 

ff concluded by saying: “The 
writer assumes that the United 
States cannot force the Zionist 
enemy to apply international legi- 
timacy unless the Jordanian gov- 
ernment forces the radical parties 
in Jordan to accept a peaceful 
solution (end we do not tftmlr he 
means any other than the 
Brothers)." 

in the meantime, observers and 
Matyas say that the number of 
people attending Friday’s rally may 
put an end to dams on either side 
on the issue of continued popular- 
ity or not 

"The Brotherhood is bolding 
tins rally to show the sceptics that it 
stffl exudes power on the popular 
levd," said the former minister 
who was interviewed by the Jordan 
Tunes. “ 3 m we must also under- 
. Sfcuiri_ i tat whatever the turnout ft 


coined or perhaps entirely to 
be trusted. The poor are far 
more availabe for armed de- 
mise; although the later pros- 
pect may be in doubt, it cannot 
compare too unfavourably 
with the present world. And 
more than adequately avail- 
able are the voices calling for 
ma« immolation in the name 
of political oppression, lan- 
guage. ethnic identity or, alas 
religion. 

Though it is the poor in the 
poor lands who are mobilised 
for death, the economically 
less fortunate elsewhere are 
also at risk. In the U.S. it was 
the least affluent of our citizens 
who went to toe Gulf, and 
disproportionately it was mem- 
bers of the black minority. 
They were volunteers but for 
many, alas, because the armed 
services were the best — and 
for some the only — available 
escape from poverty. The 
offspring of toe well endowed, 
not excluding those of parents 
who applauded the war, were 
not moved to join up in any 
significant number. Support 
for the war at my university. 
Harvard, did not extend to the 
point of anyone getting physi- 
cally involved. 

Anything that pretends to be 
called a new world order must 
address poverty as tbe prime 
source of world disorder. This 
means' a continuing and en- 
larged flow of resources from 
the rich countries to the poor. 
Again from long experience I 
would like to see this centred 
on food production — soil and 
water management, fertiliser, 
grain hybrids — as the first 
essential. Far too often in the 
past we have considered steel 
mills, other great industrial en- 
terprises and shiny airports the 
essence of economic develop- 
ment. They have been 
thoughtfully sited among 
illiterate and' starving people. 

The matter of education, 
made economically more re- 
spectable by the term “human 
investment," is especially to be 
stressed. A hundred years ago 
in Europe and tbe U.S., as ■!« 
in Japan, popular education 
was seen as toe essential key to 
economic and social progress. 
That has been forgotten. We 
must remind ourselves that in 
this world there is no literate 
population that is poor and no" 
illiterate population that is 
anything but poor. Let 'ns have 
also in mind that in all awn- .. 
tries war and civil conflict are 
peculiarly the opportunity that 
is accorded the ignorant. 

The launching of a strong 
drive for education in the un- 
developed lands — large-scale 
teacher training, building of 
schools, the bringing of the 
brighter prospects eq masse to 
the developed countries for in- 
struction — is a truly challeng- 
ing enterprise. Much easier the 
bydro-elecrric dams. But let 
there be no doubt: education is 
a prime essential. Mr. Bush 
has expressed toe hope that in 
toe U.S. he might be called toe 
education president; it is a 
hope, alas, that remains with 
the oratory. 

There remains as regards a 
new world order the most 
pressing question of all: it is 
that the world itself survive. 
This need has now taken a 
new, dangerous and as yet 

would not change our belief that 
some decline has taken place." 


Rebels 


(Continued from page 1) 
held by rebels. 

Baghdad Radio carried a state- 
ment from an official spokesman 
, after a meeting beiween Presi- 
dent Saddam and key officials 
saying the government was cer- 
tain most civilians fleeing toe 
cities “did not help the traitors 
and saboteurs.” 

The statement said toe govern- 
ment crushed the rebellion “to 
fulfill its responsibilities to the 
legal system... and free toe civi- 
lians from the crimes of armed 
gangs.” 

Sulaimaniya was a stronghold 
of the Kurds 1 best known recent 
leader, Mustapha Barazani, 
whose son Masoud heads the 
Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), one of several groups 
campaigning for autonomy from 
Baghdad. The town has long had 
a reputation of being the first to 
rise and among the last to fall in 
decades of Kurdish revolts. 

International relief agencies 
said at least two million Iraqis 
were believed to be fleeing. 

“Planes and helicopters are 
bombing roads leading to Syria, 
Turkey and Iran, which are clog- 
ged with hundreds of thousands 
of Iraqis fleeing on foot from the 
savagery of the regime,” said an 
opposition spokesman in Damas- 
cus. 

Iran said Tuesday that hun- 
dreds of Iraqi Kurds were stream- 
ing towards its borders. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA reported that an 85- 
kflometre convoy of vehicles car- 
rying Kurds was crawling towards 


largely unrecognised turn. 

For decades arms nego- 
tiators from tbe Soviet Union 
and the U.S. have been meet, 
ing in Genva. Theirs has been 
a moderately prestigious, mod- 
estiy paid and distinctly lei. 
sured occupation from which 
they have derived the pecuK» 
satisfaction of knowing tife 1 
they were dealing personally 
with the great issues of survival 
and death while they there, 
selves have developed a kind! 
of hard-boiled disconcert] fa 
mass immolation. As their 
efforts (so to speak) continued, 
so in only slightly less measure 
did the manufacture and em- 
placement of nuclear weapons. 
These are now distributed by 
-the thousands over the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union and over 
and under the oceans. As suffi- 
ciently evident and observed 
they no longer arm- nations ii 
deeply ideological conflict 
Again the end of the cold war 
Now toe overwhelming dangej 
is that these weapons might£J i 
into irresponsible and vional 
hands. 1 

In toe U.S. North Dakota i 
a land of wide horizons an^ 
widely sweeping plains. Those 
plains are pitted promiscuously 
with missile silos; North Dako} 
ta. if independent, would, it is 
said, be toe third greatest nro 
lear power in the world. The 
danger that this state, its recur-' 
rent agrarian discontents not-, 
withstanding, will seek inde-j 
pendence in the near future is 
not great. I, for one, have 
similar hopes that the USSR, 
however federalised, will sur- 
vive. But these weapons, so 
widely distributed in bothi 
countries, must surely now be 1 
gathered up and destroyed, j 
This is not a matter for 
leisurely negotiation; it is a 
matter for prompt and compre- 
hensive action. In a new world 
order let there be a joint 
American-Soviet commi^ion 
under U.N. auspices and-ifithi 
an utterly determined chair- 1 
man and staff, whose task it | 
would be to assemble and dis- . 
pose of these lethal instni-i 
menis of death. | 

St will be said by the practic- 
al men, those who have made 
their professional accommoda- 
tion to their personal Annag- 
gedon, that this, is surely im- 
practical. Nothing is impractic- 
al that ensures human survival, 
nothing certainly that ensures 
against civil disturbance de- 
generating into nuclear war. 

I conclude with a word in 
praise of President George 
Bush. When he speaks of a 
new world order, I cannot sup- 
pose that he has explored j 
either personally or by i 
bureaucratic command its 
meaning and its requirements. 
But perhaps there was a jus- > 
tifying instinct behind tbe 
words — a sense that this is the 
time to start thinking aboft a • 
safer and better world. Maybe 
those of us who are so forced 
to thought owe trim more than, 
ungenerously, we are inclined 
to concede. That, any bow, in 
the president's own words, is 
my kinder, gentler suggestion. 

J.K. Galbraith is Emeritus 
Professor of Economics at 
Harvard University. The arti- 
cle is reprinted from Tbe Goar- 
• dian. 

the snow-bound mountains cm . 
the Iranian frontier. ; 

At least half a raiIJion refugees j 
were moving towards Iran’s 
Bakhtaran province northeast of 
Baghdad and many were risking 
deaths from cold or lack of food 
on toeir journey through the 1 
mountain passes, IRNA saiflL 
Iranian President Afcfmr 
Hashemi Rafsanjani accused the 
United States and its allies of 1 
indifference towards the plight of 
Iraqis. I 

“It is surprising that theyl 
(coalition forces) are overlooking 
such heart-rending tragedies with ! 
an air of indifference.” IRNA 
quoted Mr. Rafsa njani as teDing 
visiting Swiss Foreign Minister 
Rene Felber. 

The remark was the closes! • 
Iran has come to calling for out- 
right allied intervention in the 
unrest. 

Baghdad has ail but crushed •. 
the rebellions which swept tfe 
Shiite south and the Kurdfeb 
north of the country. * 

In southern Iraq, IRNA saw 
government forces continued » 
fight rebels with helicopters and - 
heavy guns in Basra and neato? 
cities. 

Explosions could be heart* 
across the border in the Iranian 
port of Khorramshahr, it said- 
Iraq said Wednesday it 
urgently renovating boly ShfiK 
shrines damaged by “barabatfr 
saboteurs” ip the towns of Kart*' \ 
la and Najaf in toe south. 

Religious Affairs Mini*** '■ 
Abdullah Fadhii told INA ’ 
had damaged toe shrines’ 
tores, carpets and manuscript 
“The ministry wishes to c affl 
out the restoration work as so*W 
as possible.’’ he told INA. 


t 
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Dagger- making — a dying craft 


By Debbie Lovatt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Up a narrow 
street on the downtown side 
of Wadi Surour is Tahir Abu 
Mohaisen’s tiny one-room 
workshop. Every day — ex- 
cept Fridays — for 16 hours 
the 62 year old craftsman 
makes swords and daggers. 

“I love my work. 1 made 
my first dagger when I was 
eight. My father bad been 
taught by his father and then 
I learned the trade from 


him." said Mr. Abu 
Mohaisen proudly. 

" Life was harder in the old 
days. I never went to school 
and J can 't read or write, " be 
chuckled. 

" My grandfather started 
the business in 1800. He 
travelled around the country 
making and selling his goods. 
In those times the main trad- 
ing centres were Tafileh, 
Karak, Ma’an, Ruweished 
and Amman. I was very 
young when we came to settle 
in Amman in 1932, ” said Mr. 



An unfinished sterling silver knife wftfi the 
design to be engraved marked oat 


Abu Mohaisen whilst piling 
onto a desk many examples 
of his work. 

“In the old times my 
grandfather used to make 
swords and repair guns . as 
well as make daggers and 
knives said the craftsman 
holding up to the sunlight an 
old dagger about 50 cen- 
timetres long: " This is 200 
years old," be contended. 

"The knives and daggers 
are like the ones the bedouins 
used in the past to kill sheep 
or defend themselves from 


wild animals or their ene- 
mies," Mr. Abu Moheisen 
explained, obviously on- 
joying the gruesome picture 
he was conjuring up of a way 
of life now imitated by 
moviemakers and actors. 

He continued: “Now tour- 
ists buy the knives for orna- 
ments or souvenirs from tour- 
ist shops in town or in the big 
hotels. Not many Jordanians 
buy my things and / don't 
export because this is only a 
small business." 

One silver dagger deco- 



Daggers decorated with emUFoms and in-laid 
with smni-praeioas stones on display at the 
workshop 


rated with copper and silver 
beading takes one day to 
make. But daggers made 
from sterling silver . which is 
less pliable than regular sil- 
ver. and with a hilt carved 
from sheep or ox horn, take 
five days. 

first the blade is crudely 
cut from metal, heated and 
then beaten into shape. It is 
filed and polished and then 
fixed to the hilt which is made 
from a single block of wood 
or horn. These two pieces arc 
fixed together and encased 
with silver foil and copper foil 
before being decorated with 
engravings and silver bead- 
ing. The sheath follows the 
same process as the hilt but t 
horn is not used for it. only- 
wood. 

Mr. Abu Mohaisen uses 
silver imported from Ger- 
many. Yugoslavia. Italy and 
sometimes Britain by a large 
trading company. “1 don't 
import it myself because 1 
only use very small 
amounts . " explained the 
knife-maker. 

Like other businesses in 
Jordan, this one has suffered 
from the Gulf crisis and con- 
sequent drop in tourism. 



Taber Abu Mohaismn working on a new knife. 


“Sometimes businessmen 
from Saudi Arabia. Syna or 
Iraq came and took one. ten 
or a hundred kni\e s back 
with them. They don't come 
now and anyway it w as illegal 
for them to take large quanti- 
ties back with th'm." said 
Mr. Abu Mohaisen before 
embarking on a speech about 
the injustices of the 42-day 


war. 

On, the 'wall in the work- 
room is . i picture of His 
Majesty King Hussein being 
presented with an 
omamcntai dagger. “In l ,J Sb 
at the Jerash Festival the 
King wjs presented with a 
dagger I made, f te been 
exhibiting at the Jerash Fes- 
tival for six years." said the 


proud craftsman. 

Mu'tasem, Mr A b u 
Mohciscn's 2" year old son. 
has not followed the faintly 
trade of three generations 
and did not seem bothered 
that “once my lather d.v% tr. 
maybe ten i cars' time there 
will be no more workroom 
and no one will know hou .'o 
make kiuvc* and daggers 



Magic in the shadow of the Pyramids 
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By Katia Sabet 

CAIRO — It is not easy to 
witness an Egyptian exorc- 
ism. You must first go 
through a complicated pro- 
cess, involving secret tele- 
phone numbers and meetings 
with fat Greek women in 
embroidered “ djellabas ” and 
overweight Syrians who look 
at you with pity — nor be- 
cause they think you foolish 
to believe in the powers of 
exorcism, but because they 
sympathise with you that you 
should need their services. 

In Egypt , exorcism is strict- 
ly forbidden, both by the civil 
and by the religious author- 
ities. The police distrust it, 
seeing in it a way of hood- 
winking people to part with 
their money. The imams con- 
demn it, since its power com- 
es tom hidden and hostile 
forces. 

And yet , Mahmoud is a 
haj. He is young-looking , 
very dark, with a big black 
moustache and shiny slicked- 
down hair. He looks a bit like 
Mepbistopheles as seen in 
books tom the Middle Ages. 
He dresses in dark colours, in 
a blue that is aim os r black. 
He is thin, with disprop- 
ortionately large hands that 
are adorned with gold signet 
rings of dubious taste. “In the 
Underworld," he says, “I 
have a demon sister who 
obeys me and helps me. For a 
while, she was my wife, but I 
asked her to tee me tom our 
bond so I could marry a 
woman tom this world. She 
agreed, on the condition that 
my new wife spend some time 
in the Underworld with her 
so she could learn to serve me 
according to the rules." 

His young wife sits beside 
him, silent and still. She seems 
a pretty woman, though she 
is veiled in accordance with 
the strictest laws of Islam. 
She confirms what her hus- 
band has just said: Yes, she 
spent a week in the Under- 
world, but she is not allowed 
to speak of her extraord'mary 
experience. Mahmoud re- 
sumes his explanation: 
“Thanks to my sister, the 
demon Ashar , I have the 
power to undo any witchcraft 
and to break any spell. Let's 
make no mistake; there are 
magicians who use the de- 
monic powers to harm peo- 
ple, for financial gain. They 
use hair, menstrual blood, 
spezm and vaginal fluid to 
cast their spells. Under their 
orders they have the filthy 
demons who live wherever 
water flows into the sewers. 
Bathrooms are their meeting 



A woman soaking exorcism has been in- 
structed to bring a plate of eggs for use in the 
ceremony . 


places. Incidentally , you 
should be careful never to 
take fright in a room where 
there is water ; the fear will 
open up a breach in your soul 
and the impure demons will 
enter into you." 

As he talks, Mahmoud un- 
winds a long green thread 
and ties one end round the ’ 
wrist of the woman who has 
asked to be exorcised. She 
says her husband has left her 
because of a curse put on her 
by his family. The other end 
of the long piece of string 
trails off into the apartment. 
A child, a small boy 6 or 
7-year-old is playing with bis 
tricycle and making a lot of 
noise. All around , people are 
drinking tea and talking ab- 
out the weather. If it were 
not for the clouds of incense 
billowing out from a tripod, it 
could be a family gathering in 
any middle-class neighbour- 
hood. 

"I axn now going to call 
up the demons I have at my 
service says Mahmoud. 
"And I will order them to 
bring here the evQ spell that 
was cast on this woman three 
years ago." 

The woman, wearing a 
blue djellaba, steps seven 
times over a white plate on 
which have been placed two 
lighted candles. As she does 
so, she murmurs: "In the 
name of the all-powerful and 
merciful Lord. ” In her hands 
she holds three eggs , which 
she herself bought this morn- 
ing, and which Mahmoud has 
covered with cabalistic sym- 
bols. Standing at one end of 
the room, tbe> exorcist calls 
out invocations in a powerful 
voice. "Put the eggs on the 
plate, ” he shrieks suddenly. 
"And cover them with your 
left hand. The woman 
obeys. She is shaking bom 
head to foot and her brow is 
covered with beads of per. s- 
piration. 

" King of the demons , obey 
my voice and come here now. 
Cdme, together with your 
servants. Come all of you, 
and bring with you all the evil 
that has been done to this 
woman. If it is at the bottom 
of the sea, bring it. If its is at 
the top of a mountain, bring 
iL If it is tied to the branch of 
a tree, bring it. Ifh is buried in a 
grave, bring it. And now," 
middle of the Gelds or the 
desert . bring it. And now,” 
cries the exorcist in a terrible 
voice. Break the eggs! 
Break them! Smash them 
with your right hand! Smash 
them sevem times!" 

Breathing heavily, almost 
in tears, the woman breaks 


the eggs and smashes the 
gooey mess. From her fingers 
emerges a shapeless object, 
grayish, spattered with yel- 
low and white. “ God our 
saviour murmurs the 
woman , “ All-powerful 
God!” From the bits of 
broken shell she extracts a 
big bundle of cotton, a lock 
of hair, a piece of paper 
folded in four and a tooth. 
"My tooth, 1 ’ she says, sob- 
bing now. "That's my tooth. I 
recognise it. I had it taken 
out several years ago. " The 
hair too, long, sleek and 
chestnut-coloured, seems to 
belong to her. Deeply upset, 
the woman places a packet 
containing 200 Egyptian 
pounds ($70) on the glowing 
embers of the tripod: The 
demons get their payment 
from the smoke of burning 
banknotes. 

"Now," says Mahmoud. 
"Put the items of evil in a 
pot. Put the paper, the cot- 
ton, the tooth, the hair in a 
pot, 511 it with sand and cover 
the sand with the ashes of the 
burnt money. Then you must 
go to the bank of the Nile , 
take a boat and, when you 
reach the middle of the river, ■ 
throw the pot into the water. 
Only then will you be free 
from the evil spell ... And 
your husband will come back 
to you, more in love with you 
than ever.” 

The woman nods, entr- 
anced. She already seems cal- 
mer. and buoyed up by a 
deep faith she looks quite 
handsome. 

Even the most skeptical 
onlooker is shaken. The ob- 
jects — the paper, the cotton, 
the tooth and the hair — 
were far too large to have 
been contained inside the 
eggs. In any case, the eggs 
had been carefully examined 
beforehand, and everyone 
bad agreed they seemed to be 
normal in every respect. And 
when the exorcism reached 
its climax, Mahmoud himself 
was at least 15 feet away from 
the woman and the eggs. 
"What is there to question?” 
said the exorcist. “In this 
world, there are many things 
that men do not understand. 
Even educated men. Espe- 
cially educated men." 

He picks up a copy of the 
Koran , slips a key in between 
the pages and doses it tightly 
with an elastic band. 
"Come." he says to Sind, a 
woman who has been the 
most mocking member of the 
audience. “Slide your finger 
into the ring of the key. You 
will see with your own eyes 
that the Koran will answer 


you. Is this woman happy?" 
be murmurs. “ If she is happy, 
turn to the right." 

Slowly , moved by what 
appears to be some hidden 
force, the book pivots on the 
key and turns to the left. Sind 
lets our a cry and drops the 
book. “Don't be afraid." says 
Mahmoud , putting her finger 
back into the key. “ Has 
someone cast a spell on this 
woman? If the anwser is yes, 
turn to the left. " The Koran 
turns slowly to the left. Sind 
shakes her head in disbelief 
and fury. "You don't believe 
it?" says Mahmoud. "You 
love a man who does not love 
you, although be pretends to. 
But your grearesr problem is 
your son. who is very unhap- 
py at this moment." 

" Who told you all this?" 
demands Sind, clearly upset. 
"Come with me. ” She obeys 
and follows Mahmoud into 
an adjoining room. In her 
hand, she takes three eggs, 
covered with symbols. 
Mahmoud prays intensely, 
reciting a breathless and in- 
comprehensible litany. 
“ Place the eggs on the 
ground , ” he says suddenly, in 
an urgent tone. Sind puts the 
eggs on a plate which the 
owner of the apartment has 
hurriedly brought the exor- 
cist. “ Break the eggs!" cries 
Mahmoud. The sound of 
crunching egg-shells indicates 
that Sind has done as he bids. 
The only other sound is the 
click of the camera of photo- 
grapher Jean Claude who is 
hoping to capture the mo- 
ment of exorcism on Glm. 
“But what's this?" moans 
Sind, her hands covered with 


a mess of yolks and white, 
from which emerges a big 
blackish clot, far bigger than 
an egg. With admirable com- 
posure, Sind turns it over and 
over in her hands, examines 
it and unfolds it. It is in fact a 
piece of paper, perhaps 
parchment, covered with 
mysterious symbols and en- 
closing a piece of cloth co- 
vered with yellow and red 
stains. The stench it gives off 
is overwhelming. 

"Now you are liberated 
Bom your hopeless love ... 
pud your son is safe , "intones 
Mahmoud. 

The lights, which had been 
dimmed, are turned back on 
again. Everything is back to 
normal. The haj lights a 
cigarette. Jean Claude puts 
away his camera, dis- 
appointed at having been un- 
able to persuade the exorcist 
to pose for a photograph. 
("It’s useless.” Mahmoud 
had said. “ You would have 
found nothing on your 
51m). " Sind hats reverted to 
being a sophisticated woman, 
the habituee of intellectual 
circles in London. Paris and 
Cairo. People are once again 
speaking about the weather. 
The evidence of the spells has 
been disposed of in the bath- 
room. The Greek woman 
laughs . well pleased. “What a 
stink!" she exclaims. 

The smell — indescribable 
because it is unlike any other 
— lingers on, cloying and 
nauseating, the only thing 
that remains to remind us 
that this bizarre Egyptian ex- 
orcism really happened — 
World News Link. 


Englishman’s castle 
seeks new owner 


By Charlotte Cooper 
Reuter 

ESHER . England — Looking tor 
yourperfect home ? Ever thought 
of turning a ruin into your dream 
castle? 

New is your chance — some of 
Britain's historic buildings are up 
for sale. 

For a mere £450.000 
($860,000) you could be the 
proud owner of Wayneflete Tow- 
er. a 15th century house in Esher 
on the southwest outskirts of 
London. 

As owner you would be in good 
companv — for Wavneflete tow- 
er formed a leafy riverside re- 
treat in the 1500s for England's 
King Henry V77 /. famed for his 
six wives, and a tryst for the 
spinster Queen Elizabeth / and 
her lover, according to its estate 
agents. 

“Dcyig up” and old house was 
popular with Britons when prop- 
erty boomed in the 19S0s but 
hundreds of historically impor- 
tant houses across the counrrv 
still urgently need renovation, 
according to the charity group 
Save Britain's Heritage. 

Save campaigns for the pre- 
servation and reuse of historic 
buildings it considers important 
to Britain’s heritage. It recently 
published a report called no- 
body’s home detailing some 150 
derelict places in need of rescue. 

“This is the tip of the iceberg. “ 
Clare Norman, the report's au- 
thor. said at Save's office in Bat- 
tersea, London. 

Catalogued with Wayneflete 
Tower are countless old chur- 
ches. mansions, an 1880 railway- 
station decorated with Victorian 
iron work and a 400-year-old 


bam. 

The charity has published simi- 
lar reports before and managed 
to rescue some buildings. 

Andrew Blagden of Hamptons 
Estate Agents in Esher said that 
during the 1980s housing boom 
everybody wanted to "do up" 
property. “If you pluuuhed 
£100.000 ($190,000 at present 
rates) into a house — wisely — 
you would probably sell it" two 
wars on for a £200.000 
(S5SO.OOO) profit. ” 

Now the property market has 
slumped and historic homes are 
harder to sell — especially the 
less attractive buildings. 

Restoring houses can be 
fraught with problems. Potential 
buyers can be put off by the 
expense and the volume of work 
needed. Building restrictions are 
a headache if the property is old 
or important enough to qualify 
for government protection known 
as listing. 

Listing is designed to retain the 
building's character and some, 
like Wayneflete Tower, cannot 
be knocked down. Local author- 
ity permission is needed for any 
alterations, externa/ or internal 
— even down to improving the 
electrical wiring. 

Wayneflete itself has layer 
upon layer of architectural his- 
tory. While the original structure 
daies back to 1478. one recent 
owner, a 1950s film actress, 
added a 1 950s wood panelled lift 
and a pink bathroom suite com- 
plete » ith an deco taps. 

Presen mg character in renova- 
tion is important. " You've got to 
get real enthusiasts who'* c got 
the historic nature of the building 
at heart," .Norman said. 

Amateur medievalist floi 


t7r.inf, seeking a suitable setting 
for his medieval art collection, 
took on the aw version challenge 
independent of Save. He con- 
verted a derelict 12th century 
Norman chapel into a replica 
medieval manor. 

The church, now St Oswald's 
Hull on the outskirts of York — a 
former Viking settlement tn 
northern England — was built at 
the time of the Christian crusades 
in the Middle East. 

Grant put St Oswald's to com- 
mercial use. running musical 
evenings, medieval dramas and 
feasts using medieval recipes. 

The conversion took two years 
and required the present Queen 
Elizabeth’s permission because 
the building was once a church. 
The queeen is titular head of the 
Chinch of England. 

Now St Oswald's is up for sale 
for JCSUAMV (5477.500). Grant 
has found a retirement project — 
j house he warns to restore in the 
ancient Italian town ot Assisi. 

Blagden says there will alwjvs 
be demand for unusual property 
in good addition. "I've even so/J 
Victorian water fou ers . " he adds. 

Why do the British love to 
convert old places? Hard to sai. 
but Save's Norman said: “ Were 
not a great nation of modernists 
who want to live in a waciii 
modem bouse. 

"It’s nice to think you've taken 
something and made it better a:fJ 
kept it for future generations." 
she added. 

Said Blagden: "People love ro 
be surrounded with history and 
charm, and the fact that they 
bang their head every night when 
they go through a low door — it's 
all just part of living in an old 
house. " 


U.K. teenagers are not 
rebels like their parents 


By Peter Millership 
Reuter 

LONDON — British teena- 
gers arc more interested in 
making money than rebelling 
against the establishment and 
espousing great causes, 
according to a survey by one 
of Britain's top banks. 

It found that teenagers 
generally shun walking on the 
wild side of life like many of 
their parents did in the era of 
the Beatles, the mini-skirt 
and a string of writers called 
“The Angry Young Men. " 
“They reject teenage icons 
and stereotyping, and unlike 
their parents' youth genera- 
tion there are no rebels and 
very few causes,” said Frank 
Wilson, youth marketing 
manager of the Trustee Sav- 
ings Bank (TSB). 


TSB sought the opinions of 
youngsters who entered their 
teens during the 1 1 -year pre- 
miership of Margaret Thatch- 
er — high priestess of thrift, 
hard work and self-help. 

The bank discovered a 
“common sense" generation 
of teenagers who want to be 
independent and frequently 
use cash rather than drift into 
credit. 

The survery of 2.700 
youngsters aged 14 to 17 
showed they appreciated 
cleverness and humour in 
adverts but were cynical of 
gimmicks. 

They were more likely to 
spend money on drinks and 
clothes than on records, 
tapes. CDS and the cinema. 

"School-leavers positively 
reject the idea of credit and 
overdrafts and even cheque 


books can represent j loss ot 
control." Wilson said. 

“Cash is the favoured 
mejhod of payment with 
teenagers preferring to make 
frequent visits ro the cash 
dispenser to withdraw small 
amounts. " 

The pursuit of wealth fi- 
gured highly in the teenagers’ 
approach to life. 

"Time and time again 
school-lea vers inter i ievved 
told us being in control of 
their money gave them grea- 
ter self-confidence to tackle 
life in the adult world . " said 
Wilson. 

"Teenagers recognise that 
thev are part of a do-it-your- 
self society." Wilson said. 
"They want to stand on their 
own two feet and do not 
expect state hand-outs as a 
matter of course. ” 




1 


This Week 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FEEDA Y , APRIL 4-5, 1991 


Love thy neighbour — or move 


By Maha Addasi 

you can choose a piece of land in a deserted area and build 
a house on it: away from people, noise and pollution, 
where you would savour true privacy. Until one day you 
blink and what materialises almost before your very eyes is 
the pop. pop. pop of buildings being constructed near and 
around your house. Before long the building dust settles, 
the scratching bulldozers disappear, the droning of 
cement barrels subside, and the boisterous workers are no 
longer there. Soon an entire community finds its way into 
your privacy arena. Long gone the day's when you sipped 
coffee staring at a beautiful view with nothing standing 
between you and the horizon. 

We hate to break it to you. but your days as a 
self-choosing hermit are over. That is not the half of it 
though, because with this newly founded " colony ” you 
wake up one day and lo and behold you have neighbours! 

That is when your troubles begin, because now you will 
be flung into a trying experience. You are robbed of your 
privacy in many ways. From now on noise pollution is her 
to stay. 

A friend of mine describes her neighbours like this: 

“They have at least eight children per family all below 
school age. and they are ” only happy when they do things 
like swing my kitten by the tail and spin it around. They 
never tire like the alkaline battery, but if someone is ever 
sick there are plenty more children to go around. That is 
not all. When our trees hear fruit, they know just the right 
rime to pick the apples and pears, sometimes just a couple 
of hours before us. It’s like weeding the garden only they 
leave the weeds. 

“And of course their glass sharp shrieking while they're 
playing has become part of our daily 'special effects.'" 

Another man said: The saying that goes, ‘just because 
you are not paranoid doesn't mean they are not out to get 
you' applies to me perfectly. 

“1 sometimes feel I nil I go insane. If I don 7 hear any kids 
screaming 1 think I 've gone deaf. When I see them climbing 
on my garden wall I get nasty ideas like placing some 
barbed wire around the house. The ultimate intrusion of 
my privacy comes when the neighbour decides to park the 
car in my parking spot. I just hit the roof and stay in a bad 
mood for as much as a week. ” 

“My neighbours are unique . " said one lady. “ They can 
irritate us for days on end, but when they need to borrow a 
hammar or something they have no qualms about knocking 
on our door and asking. Sometimes I feel like hitting them 
viith the hammar so that maybe they can get the hint that it 
is worth it to buy their own tools. " 

It is no wonder that religions stress the "love thy 
neighbour ” part, because some neighbours can try your 
patience enough so that you can barely tolerate them. let 
alone love them. 



There are. of course, neighbours who turn into life-time 
friends, and friends who turn into life-time enemies when 
they live next door. 

Unfortunately there are no long term solutions but 
believe me nomads did not move around a great deal 
because of the scarcity of water. Somehow there is always 
that nagging feeling that neighbours bad a lot to do with it. 
So for temporary relief, do what the nomads did. Move. If 
you cannot "love thy neighbour. ” 


Weekend Crossword 
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TESTING 

By Harold B. Court W 

ACROSS 


i Dam' 

*1 UTItnv without 

60 jogs 

82 Trees w® glossy 

5 Shrimp 'Marwe 

thmhtig 

61 Street ON 

leaves 

10 Maiav boats 

Whai b me ime 

62 iron- pro! 

64 K**» ■ tootbaf 

15 Dock 

Ol All S 

84 Union general 

65 More skatny 

15 Repeal 

auiotm.yj'apttY' 

65 Give confidence 

86 Sr — Gunnoss 

JO Fompie vampoe 

44 Goto Sr 

68 Roman ropes 

87 'Driving Mbs — " 

.'I 5i» — Fucrvuoacm 

45 Fawea twos 

69 Who aent the 

68 Bonkers at bines 

rr Prpliiicnl 

4 If Cad Eng nurd 

1 st telegraph 
message? 

69 Fighting groups 

J3 IVrut ft Landmark 

47 Dra, 

92 Sovereign decree 

ftja rsa Steps' 

JB Howard and Ely 

71 — . Dick & Marry 

33 — grudge (teat 

J’ 0m?3 ot a rcQion 

49 Arcie pud 

7D Slugger 

rrairamont) 

rS -OW5 

50 Namo two Inonds 

SOugnier 

94 What s the oldest 

?b Senpoi pop* 

ol D'Anagnan 

73 Fta shy part 

oly m tne US? 

30 trevm H w>oo*» 

54 Who is Mrs 

74 Roof oage 

100 Farm measure 

33 Sear* 3' 5 

S> mm Lawrence’ 

7$ Mary Jane 

101 Oramary wnong 

injjjumnM 

55 Mempnn <M mo 

7$ Suiter 

tOD Society divrsion 

te Kem#>n 

armed Imm 

77 Whal s at tne 

103 — comer 

■M-Rmw, 

5? My» prtftc 

comet 01 

104 Desideratum 

3G F < council 

56 Sounded rmrsniy 

Broadway & 4Dnd 

105 Wiser 

?r wcco aac* ana 

59 Anthony and 

Sweet? 

t06 Russ, drink 

tww 

Baroara 

St Writer Bret 

107 Jargon 

DOWN 
1 Np hX'Om 

DC Sumptuous meal 

5D — Janeiro 

77 Rental sign 

». Tiling aKw 

30 Israelis 

53 Soviet 

7B More meager 

0 Cor pieiomoiipn 

31 ThoieuQttgang 

cooperative 

79 Calm 

3 Common iwp'd 

3D Wtui are the 

54 Get me lead out 

80 Remove tne tape 

h SsandcoK m an 

3 Colors on the 

56 Brainstorms 

81 John Wayne 

prCf* MM 

West German 

5fl Wor tty-wise 

film 

5 .HfluiP c g 

IVagl 

60 Part-time workers 

(BOrcPed 

0 ma Qimws 

33 Leaks slowly 

lor Short 

85 Beautiful girts 

7 wiser ¥ mg%ley 

34 VatiOnalcrs 

61 DO time 

87 Membor of a 

S Como Art on up 

36 Frightens away 

62 Vapor 

certain sect 

3 Kanpvooo v Sort* 

37 Resented 

63 Anaent Aegean 

86 Atoea 

TD C-gar-sftoiwJ 

36 Who wrote more 

region 

89 W«e — owf 

11 LN! 0»oe*>ens«l 

then 1000 songs' 5 

64 Has 

SO EthnK group 

'Z Ek/Onng sound; 

39 Bonks 

65 Laughs tiearufy 

91 Soggy grmno 

’•3 Spring mo 

40 Gave mnOKmn to 

66 Fan 

92 Highly exened 

14 WOSI Ior» 

4D School onrsonnel' 

67 Mfddio East 

93 forty good ” 

IS Tropical nun 

aUH 

cm rums 

95 Govt agey. 

16 RxmplD aOOr 

43 Peaks 

69 Certain shrub 

96 Maritime, aoor. 

17 Oifteiwis* 

46 Dictator's ante 

70 SuDstantive 

97 Yankee 

IB Brmg up 

48 hone and Nolan 

73 Reodish parasite 

Doodle 

Da Coa&n' twos 

50 Copycats 

plants 

98 Cory room 

» Mongol 

51 Swiss town 

75 Air tree 

99 50031 msect 
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ACROSS 
1 Become more 

IB Oil meas 

37 Sine — non 

61 Tokyo once 

HhS 

DO Closest 

38 Airport ab&r 

62 Mat 

a Mountam pa is 

ZDAieher item 

39 DratHay snowify 

63 Scale 

T JK09S son 

24 Sauuao 

42 Withdraw 

65 Kano of the 

6 Thanks — 1 

26 Weapon 

47 Incfcan com 

lamas 

10 ‘ — lor At 

2< Made Into lew 

48 Loog poems 

67 Wicked 

Seasons 

29 Statue by 

52 Em 

66 Make senseless 

11 Make angry 

Micneliirigeto 

53 Trenaullicas 

69 Remove m 

12 Sense oi sell- 

30 Meaning 

55 Period of note 

printing 

reseed 

32 Made mistakes 

56 Landed property 

70 — down 

13 Morning paper 

33 Most unfavored? 
35 ' , Lo^wngr^^ ,, 

57 Fr. river 

(dsmoKsned) 

eg 

58 Country on the 

71 Matter at taw 

15 Fuss 

composer 

Mediterranean 

72 Mimic 

DOWN 
t Zodiac sign 

15 A Bower 

31 Wide-mouthed 

47 Rat-topped 

2S<de5tep 

16 Something done 

pitchers 

rna 

3 Ancwfry 

17 Ancient 

34 Heavenly hody 

49 Smooth stones 

4 Worts rn a 

18 Angling need 

38 Had a bite 

50 Writer Levitt 

newer bed 

19 Ruptured as a are 

39 Like old due 

51 Card game 

5 Pen name 
5 Cnrrf 

21 Spnnt 

23 God's Little — " 

leans 

40 Perjurer 

53 Drink slowly . 

54 Tfcnsbee 

7 Roman household 

24 Mnerei spring 

41 Mex. Indian 

56 Last 

god 

25 Movie house 

43 Values 

59 Wrw ZOM 

9 — Avtv 

canopy 

44 Minced oath 

60 Aj the summit 

12 Pupil of Socrates 

28 NuKfies 

45 Pa» — 

64 Conducted 

14 Long 

30 Say 

46 Galt peg 

66Dir.v«»*s 



Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. Veteran ▼sadcrillian «•» horrified at the poor material some modern 
performers soar om. 

2- Yea’ll be darned sore you've arrived when you’re not sure what it's all 
about. 

3. Not only is it much mare blessed to give than to receive, bat thereby hangs 
a deduction! 

4. Come April fifteenth, duly state Um facts; then pay your income tax and 
relax. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. NBJJNZ VLAAFJ ZTZK CLVVT KVLAAFP 

PC F BK ZLJBDX XNFPPFAl PD PLA1 
N L P D. — By Earl Ireland 

2 . PGR VAC ZRVT OSQKG OS A KIT, A1SL F$VB 

SLC TIOAIWK VERL KG I NQPEZ TSQLFRJ — 
SL SdlPKMAZ ESQLKIC FSZ JQLCRJ QL 
K G I P B Z. — By Gordon Miller 

3. TBJNK ff EL TWNL ZH1N SO GHZL 

AWEffPBMULK — URLF SIGF 0MIPUHS1 HO 
S A L I. —By E J- Lrviiugslon 

4. WY OWMY MORFEUS NSUUXM RX LP F U WM 

Z MRNNRFE U UPPRZ. — By Ed Hnddleaou 

SOLUTIONS Or 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 



JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, April 4 

800 Day By Day 

What I Did For Love 
Chris is in love with Christ- 
ine who happens to be4 years 
his senior and unresponding . 
But dad intervenes with a 
lecture on the facts of life. 

9:10 Black Forest Clinic 

The Harmless Lie 

Dr. Bergman has to deal 
with a doctor who happens to 
be a failure in medicine and 
so it takes a harmless lie to do 
it. 

1030 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 
The Tin Star 

Starring: Henry Fonda and 
Anthony Perkins 

Bounty hunter Morgan 
comes to town and the town 
folks don’t like him too 
much, but soon they realise 
his value to their town. 

Friday, April 5 

830 Night Court 

The young judge, Harold, 
surprises everyone with his 
youthful behaviour and atti- 
tude, but the biggest surprise 
is when this method of judg- 
ing works. 

9:10 Shakespeare 

10:00 News in En glish 

1030 Berjerac 

Thanks For Everything 

Mary’s rich husband , Pe- 
ter. disappears, later a char- 
ted body is found with his 
identification card on it. But 
Bergerac doesn 7 buy the link 
and seeks the very much a live ' 
Peter.. 

Saturday, April 6'*'. ’ 

. : 1 . ifj" 

83Q No Job For A Lady 

There should be a law 
against it 

Gene, happy about her 
right to introduce a bin in the 
House of Commons, tries 
bard to, but, alas, it is a tough 
matter. 

930 Encounter 
10:00 News in English 

10*20 Feature FShn 

Coming Out Alive 

Starring: Helen Shaver 
Isabel's husband kidnaps 
her son and when the police 
faBs to solve this case, Isabel 
hires a professional to do the 
job. 

Sunday, April 7 

830 Mother And Son 

The Money 

Arthur discovers that his 
mother is in possession of a 
big amount of money stashed 
somewhere in the bouse. 
Now the situation requires 
his intervention. 

9:10 AO Our Children 
School Days 


This interesting 
documentary deals with chil- 
dren’s first entry into the 
schooling system and ex- 
amines children ’s experiences 
from different countries. 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Paradise 

The Secret 

Mr. Gant is a dishonest 
man living in Paradise. He 
gets killed after a disagree- 
ment with Ethan and now 
Ethan has to find the killer to 
clear his name. 

Monday, April 8 

830 Golden Girls 

Blanche decides to become 
a writer. There is nothing 
wrong with that, but, what 
about the inspiration? 

9:10 Inside Story 

American millionaire John 
is back in his original country 
England, and is determined 
to buy the Sunday Register 
newspaper from its owner 
who is low on cash. 

UkOO News in Engpsh 

1030 Derrick 

Herr Hossner is murdered 
and suspicion centres around 
a thief who was unfortunate 
enough to be working that 
night Derrick's investigation 
pots things right. 

Tuesday, April 9 

830 Charles In Charge 

Sarah visits her cousins, 
there she Ends a Romanian 
guest and realises that his 
stay is doing the family some 
good. 

9:10 Documentary-' 

New Zeeland — The Rose 
And Thp Dragon 

A Visit to New Zealand, 
the land of volcanoes, and 
herds of sheep, ffsb and the 
breathtaking natural scenery 
of its islands. And that is not 
all we are going to enjoy and 
learn about New Zealand. 

1030 News In English 

1030 French FBm 

Wednesday, April 10 

830 After Henry 

Wedding Bells 
The granddaughter of one 
of our grandmother’s friends 
is getting married. That’s an 
occasion our grandmother al- 
ways likes. 

9:10 Our House 

First Impressions 

Mother and daughter learn 
that first impressions can be 
quite deceiving. . 

1030 News in 

10220 Love And Hate 

After winning the election , 
Joanne’s former husband in- 
tensifies his efforts to win 
back his daughter, and even 
plots to murder his ex-wife. 
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Intruder 

By E. Yaghi 

A stylish party was being held in an elegant white quartz 
stone house in the centre of a super elite neighbourhood. 
The m ansi on stood on the top of a hill where various 
flowers and green growing plants surrounded it. On the 
wall encircling the stately bouse climbed violet lilac vines. 
The rime was early evening. A first spring shower gently 
fell on the street, house and green things growing all 
around. The scent of budding lilacs occupied the cool night 
air while an orange moon gave off a bright fluorescent- 
light. 

Inside, dark skinned maids rushed around trying to meet 
the demands of the honoured guests whose loud laughter 
quaked the house. Everyone who was anyone had arrived 
at the invitation of the exalted Farouk. A mixture of 
expensive perfumes and men 's colognes blended and mixed 
with the odor of food, filling the otherwise stale atmos- 
phere. Women wearing the latest fashions dictated by a 
Parisian baboon, strutted about, vainly displaying their 
• fancy attire as their sharp heels click-clacked on the shiny 
marble floor. Female socialites were entertained by atten- 
tive men who pumped at them the best of their wit and 
made clever jokes displaying their talented art of flirtation. 

The gathering was the first of the season, a celebration of 
the birth of spring and death of barren winter. Farouk 
presided as host to his soda! crowd and reigned over bis 
party cracking senseless jokes mall he approached or false 
flattery such as: "My, Hadeel, you’re stunning tonight, ” he 
bleated, stopping by a group of women, "and you, Reem, 
as beautiful as ever,” and he rambled on, passing off 
compliments or wit to as many as he could. 

Later on, in the midst of raised voices, sharp laughter 
and dim thinking ; a stranger entered the spacious chambers 
where the guests were gathered. His frame pUed the 
doorway and be seemed to have an aura of dignity and 
radiance. His gray hair, shoulder length, reached down his 
neck where it ended in loose curls. IBs eyes were large and 
bright and in them shone a strange light. In his right hand, 
be clutched a long staff. But his clothes were drastically 
lacking in the style of the party. Perhaps he was a shepherd 
or something similar as testified by bis long thobe, dusty 
feet and leather sandals. When he spoke, his voice 
bellowed. At first all eyes centred on him, but his lack of 
fashion cut the span of the guests' attention and they 
returned to their bursts of sudden laughter and loud 
conversation. Unconscious of the un-wanted visitor and 
satisfied with his party’s success, Farouk sat gloating on one 
of many black velvet sofas. The stranger scrutinised him 
and uninvited approached, plunging himself down beside 
the host. "Nice party you have going here, " he said to 
Farouk, his sharp eyes penetrating. " I’Ve come a long way ^ 
and I just want to rest my weary bones before resuming my 
journey.” 

‘"Where are you from, my good man?” Farouk said with 
a smirk on is face and a sneer in his voice. "It does indeed 
seem you've come from another time and by far another 
place not quite equal to the affairs of my castle,” and be 
gave a loud laugh, his mouth parting broadly. 

"Indeed,” the intruder replied, “J have come from 
another world, another time and from different surround- 
ings, but I heard the laughter of your guests shaking the 
ground while I was walking so I thought you wouldn 7 mind 
my stopping here for a respite. ” 

"Well, sir, you area 7 exactly pressed for my party as you 
can well see. I do have certain Standards to maintain and 
my guests tend to frown on outmoded appearances,” 
Farouk said as his eyes narrowed in continuing disapproval 
and grew colder. “Tell me, my friend, bow about a piece of 
bread and you’ll return to your sheep?” 

The stranger’s eyes studied Farouk’s mocking face and 
with a deep voice said, "I can assure you sir , that I am not a 
beggar. Personally, I have no claims on your generous 
hospitality and will soon leave so I won 7 dampen the spirit 
of your party. But beware, your life is empty, your heart 
shallow and your soul lost. The hungry and poor live just 
beyond your doorstep with no food to till their vacant 
stomachs and no shelter to protect their cold bodies, yet , 
they find happiness in simple blessings unintelligible to 
such as you. Couldn 'tyou find within you a grain of mercy 
in which to share some of your wealth with those less 
fortunate? Your generosity would mean more to you than 
hollow social gatherings and wasted money.” His anger 
rising, the stranger continued: "My God, man, you spend a 
fortune feeding people who are already full! Why not spend 
a small faction instead to provide some ample portions for 
those less fortunate. ” 

Farouk’s expression changed. He paled and with shock 
glared at the intruder. "Just who are you?” he demanded. 
“Why you're nothing but a begger looking for a handout. 
I've got no time for you. Here, take these coins and be off. 
Besides , I can’t be seen talking to the likes of you. ” be said 
as he fumbled in his pocket for a few piasters. 

“ I speak for your conscience and my name is Truth. 1 
merely ask you to seek me at all times and in all things. Do 
not forsake me or deny me as you have been , for if you do, 
your life will be even more shallow that it already is. With 
your money, you can perform great miracles, heal the sick, 
feed the poor, establish institutions of learning and by 
giving, you will receive far more , for you will enrich your 
heart as well as your fellow man and your name will be 
cherished on the tips of the downtrodden and blessed by 
^ j l ■ in heaven, . tb intruder said as his face grew somber 
and his manner imploring. 

Farouk looked around nervously. Had anyone seen him 
s P Gakm S barbaric person who didn’t know how to 
<fress or talk? The man must be mad , a demented shepherd 
who by hvmg only with sheep had lost touch with reality. 
The real and glorious world was right here in his 
magnificent house with his elite and classy friends. IBs 
success was reflected in his guests laughing faces and 

insigniffc^t sou 1 know 
^hniHrht U- ^}P°ricnt things in life? Surely, Farouk 
mt ^Sf”ce could be no more than that of bis 

fn* Se 7“ £s and bave Mem throw this 
B ?: Wben be tuned back around to 

of truth taae ’ be saw fe ^ waves 

T w oa ■ He m ust live it. His 

there dwelt some hungry^ldfofkL^ d ° orste P he 
mercy and a gift of iffw a gram of his 

meVlruth! ** * 

there was much work todo. ForZ 
vowed to forever seek Truth f ^ }lfc ' Fa *oak 

helping the less fonuLt? money and time 
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Profits 
of Credit 
Suisse fall 
by third 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — 
Credit Suisse. Switzerland's 
third-largest commercial bank, 
has posted a 31 per cent drop 
group net profit in 1990. 

Net profit fell to million Swiss 
francs ($399 million) last year 
from 7S3 million francs ($580 
million in 1989. the bank said. 

Consequently. Credit Suisse 
said it would propose cutting its 
dividend on 1990 earnings. It 
didn’t specify how much. 

The bank attributed the drop in 
net profit to a sharp decline in 
eamings from securities trading. 

Credit Suisse Chairman Robert 
Jeter described the decline as 
exceptional, and forecast that 
1991 eamings would return to 
“the good levels we achieved in 
1989." 

Cash flow of Credit Suisse, a 
unit of C.S. Holding was down 20 
per cent last year at 1.18 billion 
francs ($1.09 billion). 


Atari may build 
computers in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — U-S. -based 
Atari Coip. plans to invest $150 
million to make personal compu- 
ters and electronic games in Israel 
if the government invests in pro- 
ducing components, the industry 
ministry said Tuesday. 

“This is a breakthrough in fore- 
ign investment," ministry 
director-general Zvi Koren told 
Israel radio. 

But he said the Atari proposal 
depended on the establishment of 
factories to make parts for the 
Atari products, such as printed 
circuit boards and software, and 
serve other computer and electro- 
nic firms. 

Such a support network would 
cost $75 to $100 million, the 
ministry said. Koren said the 
cabinet could discuss the invest- 
ment proposal as soon as next 
week. 

“The government is not giving 
more money. It is giving guaran- 
tees for loans. If the industry is 
successful, then it will not cost the 
government anything. In the 
event the industry fails, the gov- 
ernment will share the losses,” he 


said. 

The proposal would be a boost 
to foreign investment in Israel, 
sorely needed to help the country 
absorb an influx of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants. 

It also coincides with Israel's 
desire to develop export-oriented 
industries, particularly in the 
high-tech field. 

Atari’s investment would be 
$150 million and the plant’s pro- 
jected sales would be $150 million 
a year, the ministry said. It would 
initially employ 600 people in- 
creasing to 1.000 within five 
years. 

Atari’s plan to transfer some 
operations from Taiwan to Israel 
indicates it wants to use Israel's 
free trade agreement with the 
European Community. To qual- 
ify for duty-free trade, the pro- 
duo: must include Israeli-made 
parts. 


The ministry believes the re- 
lated industries would employ 
2.000 people and have an export 
potential of $300 million to $500 
million. 


U.S. factory orders drop 
for 4th month in February 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Orders 
for factory goods fell in February 
for the fourth straight month, the 
government said Tuesday. 
Analysts said the 0.5 per cent 
drop was another sign that the 
manufacturing sector remained in 
a recession. 

“Certainly, in this series of 
numbers, (here doesn't seem to be 
any sign of a trough or bottom in 
the recession.” said Gilbert Benz, 
an economist with the Swiss Bank 
Corp. in New York. 

The Commerce Department 
said orders for durable and non- 
durable goods fell to $233.2 bil- 
lion after shrinking 1.6 per cent a 
month earlier. Factory orders 


have not risen since peaking at 
$255.0 billion last October. 

Benz said hewas concerned not 
only that “big-ticket" durable 
orders fell, but also that orders 
for non-durable goods including 
apparel and household goods de- 
clined. 

“There doesn't seem to be any 
demand by businesses or consum- 
ers at this point." he said. 

Orders for durable goods — 
big-ticket items ranging from cars 
to computers expected to last 
more than three years — slipped 
0.3 per cent to $117.5 billion. It 
was the third decline in the last 
four months, including a 2.0 per 
cent drop in January. 


pro- 


Orders for non-durable 
ducts fell for the fourth straight 
month, down 0.8 per cent to 
$115.8 billion after a 1.1 per cent 
decline in January. 

And orders for non-defence 
capital goods, often a barometer 
of business plans to expand and 
modernize, slipped 0.7 per cent 
following an 11.9 per cent plunge 
a month earlier. . 

“When aircraft orders are ex- 
cluded from non-defence capital 
goods, the decline was an even 
more severe 3.9 per cent,” said 
Marilyn Schaja, an economsit 
with Donaldson. Lufkin-and- 
Jenrette Securities Corp. in New 
York. 


Recession eats 
at Fortune 500 
corporations 


NEW YORK (AP) — The reces- 
sion dogged the U.S. biggest 
companies last year, but General 
Motors Corp. (G.M.) stayed no. 
1 despite $2 billion in losses. 
Fortune magazine said in its 
annual list of 500 top corpora- 
tions. 

A competing ranking by 
Forbes magazine of what it calls 
the “most powerful” American 
companies ignored G.M. entirely 
because the autOmaker didn't 
make any money in 1990. 

The weakened economy was 
the dominant theme in the rank- 
ings. Fortune said half of the 50 
largest industrial companies on its 
list lost money or earned less. 
Overall. Fortune 500 profits fell 
11.7 per cent, even though sales 
rose 6.1 per cent. 

G.M. with over $126 billion in 
revenues, retained the top spot 
despite a 0.8 per cent drop in 
sales. Ford Motor Co. slipped to 
no. 3 and Chrysler Corp. tumbled 
three spots to no. 11, reflecting a 
sour performance by the auto 
industry. 

Fortune bases its list on total 
sales and rates only industrial 
companies. The magazine also 
compiles separate rankings of the 
companies by profits, assets, 
stockholder equity and other 
financial indicators. 

Exxon Corp. rose to second 
place in sales on the Fortune list. 
Completing the top 10 were In- 
ternational Business Machines 
Corp. (IBM), Mobil Corp.. 
Genera] Electric Co.. Philip Mor- 
ris Cos., Texaco Inc., Dupont 
and Chevron Corp. 

Forbes also ranks 500 com- 
panies by sales, profits, assets and 
market value. To distinguish it- 
self from Fortune, it does a com- 
posite ranking across all categor- 
ies to determine the “super 50." 

On the composite list. General 
Electric Co. replaced G.M. as 
Forbes’ “most powerful" com- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, April 3, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


Sen 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutxhemark 
Swiss franc 


Boy 

677.0 -■ 681.0 
1198.9 1206.1 
403.3 405.7 
476.1 479.0 


French franc 
Japanese yen ffbr 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


119.0 
491.2 
357.9 
111.5 
54.1 

196.0 


119.7 

494.1 
360.0 

112.2 
54.4 

1972 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.7745/55 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1551/56 

Canadian dollar 

1.6720/27 

Deutschemarks 

1.8845/55 

Dutch guilders 

1.4180/87 

Swiss francs 

34.40/44 

Belgian francs 

5.6650/6700 

French francs 

1246/1247 

Italian lire 

137.35/45 

Japanese yen 

6.0480/80 

Swedish crowns 

6.5070/20 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4100/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 358.20/358.70 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed sharply higher after Wall Street and the 
yen both made gains on Tuesday. The Nikkei index rose 528.06 
points, or 2.01 per cent, to 26.780.06. 

SYDNEY — Shares cautiously tracked bullish overseas markets to 
close higher in relatively light turnover. The All Ordinaries index 
ended 22.2 points higher at 1,457.0. 

HONG KONG — The market's bull ran showed few signs of 
faltering as fresh buy orders drove the Hang Seng index up 79.91 
points to end 2.1 per cent higher at 3,869.70. 

SINGAPORE — Shares closed mixed after selective bargain 
hunting alternated with profit-taking. The Straits Times Industrial 
index closed at 1,488.01, up 7.52 points. 

BOMBAY — Prices finished mixed after a bullish opening for the 
third day. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index soared to 1,217.76 
points in early trade but fell to 1.202.90, down 6.33 points from 
Tuesday’s close. The National Index finished 0.23 points higher at 
604.22. 

FRANKFURT — The market surged 2.5 per cent on domestic and 
foreign buying. The DAX ended 38.88 points higher at 1,577.50. 
ZURICH — Shares dosed over one per cent higher, encouraged 
by Wall Street's strong gains. The SPI index rose 13.1 points, or 
1.23 per cent, to 1,074.1. 

LONDON — The FTSE 100 index ended at a record closing high 
of 2,519.1 points, up 30.8, supported by a mostly steady 
performance from the Dow Jones Industrial index. 
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pany, followed by Exxon, IBM. 
Philip Morris, American 
Telephone-and-Telegraph Co. 
(AT-and-T), Mobil, Chevron, 
Dupont, Ford and Amoco Corp. 

AT-and-T was not on For- 
tune's list because it is not an 
industrial company. The Forbes 
list includes service companies, 
retailers, financial institutions 
and utilities in addition to manu- 
facturers. 

The lists showed how the reces- 
sion touched major sectors of the 
economy. 


Sales sank 96 per cent among 
transportation equipment com- 
panies in the Fortune 500, 79 per 
cent in textiles, 51 per cent in 
building materials, 11 per cent in 
metals, and 27 per cent in motor 
vehicles and parts. 

G.M. lost $1,986 billion to fin- 
ish 173rd in profits. Ford made 
$860 million — a 79 per cent 
decline — and Chrysler reported 
just $68 million in earnings, about 
as much as no. 186 Loctite Corp., 
which makes adhesives. 

Occidental Petroleum Corp., 
which after founder Armand 
Hammer died announced a huge 
restructuring charge to pay for 
ailing projects, lost $1.7 billion 
but held on at no. 16 on the 
Fortune list. 

Wang Laboratories Inc. lost 
$716 million and dropped 22 
places to 169th. General Dyna- 
mics Corp, fall to 18th from 11th 
after losing $578 million. Beth- 
lehem Steel Corp. lost $161 mil- 
lion and slipped to 106th from 
95th. 

The Gulf crisis and resulting 
rise in oil prices helped the pet- 
roleum refining industry stay 
healthy, with profits 32.6 per cent 
higher. 


MAID MISSING 



The Filipina maid Antosa S^ta- 
— see photo above — was 
reported missing from her em- 
ployer’s house for more than 
seven months, and has not 
returned since then, despite 
informing the police about her 
disappearance. Therefore, 
anyone who conceals informa- 
tion about her or provides her 
with shelter will be legally li- 
able. 


The sponsor. 


Saudis said to discourage 
dealings with some banks 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has asked domestic banks to 
think twice about dealing with a 
token number of foreign banks 
which treated them badly during 
the Gulf crisis, Saudi-based bank- 
ers have said. 

But they said the instructions, 
which were given verbally to the 
kingdom’s 12 commercial banks 
last month, was not an official 
blacklisting and would have little 
impact on the six foreign banks 
named. 

Saudi financial authorities in- 
tended mainly to signal their dis- 
pleasure with the way many inter- 
national banks reacted to the 
crisis by singling out a few which 
were the first to arbitrarily cut 
credit lines to the area, the bank- 
ers said. 

The affected banks were 
Japan’s Sanwa Bank Ltd and 
Tokai Bank Ltd, the Royal Bank 
of Canada, the Bank of Mon- 
treal, the Bank of Taiwan and the 
Taiwan-based International 
Commercial Bank of China. 

“There is nothing official, no- 
thing in writing,” said a managing 
director of one of the kingdom's 
nine joint venture banks. “They 
simply contacted us and said 
these six banks treated Saudi 
banks very badly during the crisis 
and we think you should think 
twice about dealing with them.” 

“It’s not being taken very 
seriously. It’s just a sign that 
SAMA (The Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency) won't take 


tilings lying down... they want to 
make their displeasure known,” a 
general manager of one of the 
kingdom’s biggest banks said. 

All Gulf-based banks were hurt 
by a loss of international confi- 
dence after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

SAMA, like other central 
banks in the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — 
asked Saudi banks in August to 
proride lists of names of firms 
which were quickest to cut credit 
lines and refuse to do business 
with them. 

The other GCC members, 
apart from Kuwait, affected by 
the crisis — Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — have not taken follow-up 
action on the lists. Gulf-based 
bankers said. 

Senior bankers in Saudi Arabia 
said they would continue to deal 
with the six banks singled out for 
disapproval if they needed to but 
would try to give their business to 
others. None of the six were 
major players in the area, they 
stud. 


national banks reacted negatively 
to them during the Gulf crisis but 


many were willing to restore cre- 
dit lines or other kinds of business 


they had suspended after discus- 
sing the issue. 

The six banks named were 
slowest to respond and some had 
even refused to accept letters of 
credit or even $1,000 drafts from 
Uicit clients during the crisis, the 
bankers said. 


“SAMA is hoping that if any- 
thing like this ever happens 
again, banks wifi not be so quick 
to cut off their relations,” one 
Saudi banker said. 

“But I don't think it will last 
very long. These six banks will be 
very keen to make amends," he 
said. 

A spokesman for Sanwa Bank 
in the Middle East denied that it 
had ever decided to formally sus- 
pend credit lines to Saudi banks 
during the crisis. Saadi banks 
were continuing to place laTge 
amounts of money with Sanwa. 
be said. 


“Business is business. Unless 
there is an official black list I will 
deal with an^ of these banks if I 
need their business,'' one banker 
said. 

“However, I'm going to choose 
someone else who was more 
reasonable during the crisis if I 
have a choice,” he added. 

Saudi bankers said most inter- 


“Sanwa headquarters never 
gave instructions to its branches 
to suspend credit lines to Saudi 
banks and did not refuse to take 
money from them... but indi- 
vidual dealers not familiar with 
the Middle East may have done 
this,” be said. 

“We are still taking large 
amounts of deposits from Saudi 
banks — nothing has changed." 
he added. 


Shocked Soviet shoppers weep 
and curse at steep price rises 


MOSCOW (R) — Shocked 
Soviet consumers wept and 
cursed in shops across Moscow 
Tuesday as they caught their first 
glimpse of new price tags. 

Elderly women carrying bulky 
plastic bags who had survived the 
darkest periods in Soviet history 
now wondered if life could get 
any worse. 

“It’s a nightmare it’s a mock- 
ery” said 67-year-old Nina Ivano- 
va. tears streaming down her 
wrinkled cheeks. 

' “We are so abused and humili- 
ated. We are like cattle in this 
country. How does the govern- 
ment think we can afford to eat?” 
she asked, standing in an ornate, 
pre-revolutionary shop in the 
centre of the capital. 

Shopkeepers attempted to 
calm the crowds while themselves 
questioning whether the Soviet 
government's bold derision to in- 
crease prices by as much as 250 
per cent will actually curb severe 
shortages. 

“I don’t think there will be 
more goods after price reforms.” 


said Nina Pavlova, a store mana- 
ger- 

“The entire process of produc- 
tion in this country is in a poor 
state, and price reform will not 
solve this problem,” she said. 

Consumers had been warned of 
steep price rises since last year, 
when former prime minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov set off a wave of 


panic buying by saying price re- 


was vital to moving towards 
a market economy. 

Last month, consumers were 
told prices would go up on April 2 


and. a few days agp^jhey were 0 


HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
Anglican Church 

SERVICES IN ENGLISH 


Maundy Thursday April 
Gocxi Friday. April 5 

Holy Saturday, April 


Easter Day, April 7 


5:00 pm Eucharist with Washing of feet 
6:00 pm Good Friday Service (Arabic/English) 

8r00 pm Easter Vigil with Renewal of 
Baptismal Vows 

6:60 am Dawn Sendee at Mount Nebo 
6:30 pm Easter Eucharist 


Tel: 628543 


FOR SALE 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: AMMAN 


Weil mairtained ranstnxtf on equipment arejpl^ 

For example: 

☆ 15/20 tonne Mobile Crane (1500 hours use only) 

JCB Excavator and Accessories (171 hours only) 

350KVA Generators (Cummins) 

CAT 950 Excavator (2000 hours use only) 

Poclain 75p Excavator (1300 hours use only) 

Arbau Batching Plant (PB 35Z) - 35cu.m. per hour 

☆ Together with Fork Lifts, Dumpers, Compressors. Concrete 
Mixers, Lighting Towers, Workshop Machinery, etc., etc.. 

ir Also Scaffolding, Trench Sheeting, Formwork Supports, 
Roadforms, Small Tods. etc., etc.. 

Can be viewed at our workshop in Amman 
Please telephone (6) 732195 for appointment 
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Arabic Classes 

Colloquial Jordanian Arabic 
for BEGINNERS 

Dates: twice weekly, evenings, 21 
April — 18 June 
Fee JD 70 

Registration: 3,6,9,10 April, 

1 pm to 5 pm 


even told the new state prices o 
many goods. 

But when they arrived in stores 
Tuesday, they discovered that 
many prices on basic items were 
even higher than those the gov- 
ernment had announced. 

Beef that last week sold for two 
roubles per kilogramme was ex- 
pected to increase to seven rou- 
bles. But meat sold in many 
stores Tuesday carried a price tag 
of 16.5 roubles. 

Milk, which last week cost 36 
kopecks, was expected to go up 
to 50 kopecks. Tuesday, the price 
was 90 kopecks. 

And butter that last week cost 
3.6 roubles a kilogramme was 
expected to increase to 8.8 rou- 
bles. Tuesday, it sold for 12.5 
roubles. 

For Soviet consumers earning 
an average salary of 270 roubles 
per month, 16 roubles for a kilog- 
ramme of meat is about six per 
cent of their earnings. The gov- 
ernment has promised compensa- 
tion, with supplements aimed 
particularly at families. 

“The only way I will survive is 
through the stocks of goods I 


have been collecting over the last 
two months,” said Ludmila Kiril- 
lina. 43. 

“I have bought a number of 
things in cans, but once that runs 
out I will have to change my diet. 
The government should resign 
because it has decided to cover its 
cost by making people suffer," 
she said. 

Shop managers said govern- 
ment authorities were wrong to 
announce fixed prices while at the 
same time allowing producers to 
charge free prices on goods sold 
-jo the state. r 

The discrepancy has under- 
scored the economic chaos 
sweeping the Soviet Union. 
While the government has per- 
mitted producers to set free 
prices in an attempt to move 
towards a market economy, it 
also has tried to ding to price 
fixing, a major element in a 
central-planning. 

“When I came here today T was 
shocked,” said Olga Granovich, 
70. “They announced that butter 
wifi cost eight roubles. But look 
at the price. How can I survive on 
a pension of 150 roubles?" 

"We are becoming beggars, 
real beggars." lamented Natalya 
Antonova, coming out of a bread 
store crowded with shoppers. 
“Our salaries are not going up — 
the only tiling that awaits ns and 
our children is poverty.” 

“This is just another step in a 
number of economic measures by 
the government and in a short 
.whDe I hope we will feel the 
results," said Gorbachev's 
spokesman. Vitaly Ignatenko. 

There were no reports of un- 
rest in the country Tuesday due 
to the price increases. 
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Experts find key 
substance for 
blood clotting 


NEW YORK (AP) ■— Scien- 
tists have discovered a pro- 
tein that plays a key role in 
blood clotting, an advance 
that could lead to new medi- 
cines for preventing heart 
attacks and strokes. 

The protein binds to a 
natural substance called 
Thrombin as the initial step 
in producing blood clots, 
which can. cause heart attacks 
and srrokes when they block 
blood vessels. 

The discovery was re- 
ported Friday in the Journal 
Cell by researchers at the 
University of California. San 
Francisco. Further research 
may lead to new medicines 
that block formation of blood 
clots without the side effects 
of current drugs, study co- 
author Dr. Shaun Couehlin 
said. 

The scientists reported that 
they had isolated the generic 
material that lets cells pro- 
duce the protein, called a 
Thrombin receptor. The re- 
ceptor sits on the surface of 
blood cells called Platelets. 

Thrombin, which is pro- 
duced by blood vessels in 
response to injury . binds to 
this Receptor, that makes 
platelets clump together, 
which is the initial step in clot 
formation. Coughlin said in a 
telephone interview. 

The scientists showed that 
the newfound protein made 
cells -- snond to Thrombin. 

\'.w .'d the che- 


mical makeup of the protein. 

Drugs that block the bind- 
ing of Thrombin to the recep- 
tor may be able to prevent 
formation of clots with fewer 
side effects than current 
Thrombin-inhibiting medica- 
tions, coughlin said. That is 
because such drugs would not 
block beneficial effects of 
Thrombin that do not require 
the receptor, he said. 

Those effects include caus- 
ing production of another 
protein that discourages clot 
formation, he said . Normally 
that anti-clot action appears 
to be important in regulating 
Thrombin's effects, although 
its importance in blocking 
clots that lead to strokes and 
heartattacks is not known, he 
said. 


The Thrombin receptor 
also appears on smooth mus- 
cle cells that line blood ves- 
sels and play a role in ather- 
osclerosis. a narrowing of the 
passageway for blood within 
arteries that sets the state for 
heart attacks and strokes. 
Thrombin stimulates growth 
of the cells. 


Doctors often treat ather- 
osclerosis by removing the 
bumpy plaques on the inside 
of the blood vessles. But 
sometimes the arteries be- 
come narrowed again be- 
cause of growth of the 
smooth muscle cells. The new 
finding may aid research into 
this process. Coughlin said. 


Havel helps bail out Czechoslovak medicine 


By Anne Dastakian 
Reuter 


PRAGUE — President Vac- 
lav Havel and his wife Olga 
are trying to help stave off 
the collapse of Czechoslova- 
kia's state health system. 

Havel last month donated 
$ 1 30.000 of his own money — 
foreign royalties from plays 
and prizes he has collected 
over the past year — to the 
Czech and Slovak regional 
health ministries to help them 
buy drugs they cannot afford. 

His wife runs a charity 
goodwill foundation, on. 
whose behalf she frequently 
accepts gifts from abroad of 
much-needed medical equip- 
ment and drugs intended for 
use in the hospital treatment 
of children. 


Czechoslovakia is begin- 
ning a two-year radical re- 
form of health care, giving 
patients the right to choose 
their own doctors and intro- 
ducing paid health insurance. 

It will replace a corrupt 
and demoralised — but free 
— system left over by the 
country’s former Communist 
government. 

However, medical facilities 
are coming under increasing 
strain. The health service 
faces acute financial prob- 
lems and a chronic lack of 
some drugs, too expensive to 
be bought abroad since the 
devaluation of the crown cur- 
rency last year. 

Many low-paid doctors 
managed under the Com- 
munists to augment their in- 
comes by black market work. 


They would like to bring this 
into the open by having pri- 
vate practices. 

“People can’t afford a 
paying health care before 
health insurance is intro- 
duced" in 1992 Czech Re- 
gional Health Minister Mar- 
tin Bojar told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Bojar recently said pre- 
scription charges will prob- 
ably go up from a token one 
crown (3.5 cents) to five 
crowns (18 cents), hospital 
care will be charged at 30 
crowns ($1.07) a day and 
abortions, currently free and 
availabe almost on demand, 
will cost 3,000 crowns ($110). 
slightly less than the average 
monthly wage. 

A 44- year -old highly re- 
spected psychiatrist and 


neurologist, Bojar was 
appointed health minister for 
the Czech Republic last June. 

Energetic and much in de- 
mand, he will even give inter- 
views in his car en route to 
answer questions in the 
Czech parliament rather than 
cancel a chance to expound 
his views. 

Bojar says Czechoslova- 
kia’s state-run health service 
is not quite as devastated as, 
for example. Romania's. But 
charity is encouraged and 
foreign help welcomed as 
twin pillars to prop up the 
tottering system. 

The parents of a four-year- 
old child, Patrik Polansky, 
recently appealed through 
the media for money that 
could buy him a liver trans- 
plant. an operation that can- 


not be performed in Czechos- 
lovakia. 

Bajor said the end of the 
state monopoly on medicine, 
free choice of one’s doctor 
and allowing the partly pri- 
vate practice of doctors 
should stimulate health care. 

He cites the Canadian and 
Dutch health systems as mod- 
els for the reforms he is trying 
to implement. By 1992. medi- 
cine will be financed jointly 
by insurance, local author- 
ities and the state. 

But there is much to be 
done in the meantime. 
Czechoslovakia has one of 
the highest numbers of 
medical personnel per capita 
in Europe, but hospitals are 
inefficient. 

Nurses often have to per- 
form tasks carried out by 


. L. b u jbJ su -Jt ? I - -Atfe-f '/.if r . ifjap it ? 


Thailand’s new rulers declare war on AIDS , sex industry 


By Alistair McIntosh 
Reuter 


BANGKOK — Thailand’s 
new military-installed gov- 
ernment is declaring war on 
the country’s infamous sex 
industry and the spread of the 
deadly AIDS virus. 

“Sex tourists are no longer 
welcome here,” declared 
veteran social reformer 
Mechai Viravaidya, minister 
of the prime minister’s office 
in the new cabinet. 

"We are telling them to go 
back home and exploit their 
own women and children,” 
he said in an interview. 


Thousands of foreign men 
— mainly from Western 
Europe, Australia, the Un- 
ited States and Japan — Sock 
to Thailand every year in 
search of cheap sex. They 
don’t have to look far. 

Sleazy bars and massage 
parlours abound in the capit- 
al, Bangkok, and one West- 
ern resident described the 
Thai resort ofPattaya as "So- 
dom and Gomorrah by the 
sea. ” 

Prime Minister Anan 
Panyarachun , whose admi- 
nistration was installed by a 
military junta which took 
power in a February coup. 


has described prostitution 
and AIDS as Thailand’s big- 
gest soda] problem. 

Some estimates put the 
number of women working as 
prostitutes as high as 700,000. 
Others say there are 200,000 
chilld prostitutes. 

The Public Health Ministry 
estimates 200,000 people 
throughout Thailand are in- 
fected with the virus which 
causes the deadly acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome, spread through sex- 
ual contact or drug addicts 
sharing needles. 

A United Nations official 
has said that Thailand, with 


nearly 60 million people, 
faces a “ tragedy of devastat- 
ing power” if it does not do 
more to stem the spread of 
AIDS. 

Mechai said one of the 
main ways the government 
would tackle prostitution 
would be to discourage new 
recruits to the world’s oldest 
profession. 

Local companies were 
already being approached to 
provide jobs for girls from 
poor families who might 
otherwise turn to selling their 
bodies , Mechai said. 

He said further details of 
the anti-prostitution cam- 


paign wquld be presented 
shortly to the new National 
Assembly. 

"But no one should doubt 


we are very, very serious 
about this.” he said. 

Tourism is the nation 's big- 
gest foreign currency earner 
hut Mechai, who is also chair- 
man of the Tourist Authority 
of Thailand, said it did not 
need money from sex-hungry 
men. 

But be made it clear it was 
not just foreigners the new 
administration wanted to dis- 


male he said. 

“We want to educate Thai 
women so they will no longer 
be so tolerant when their men 
go off to sex places. ” 

Prime Minister Anan, 
addressing a gathering of 
poor and handicapped Thais 
at government house last 
week, said that every day 
450,000 Thai men visited 
prostitutes and half of them 
did not use condoms. 


courage. 

“We also want to work on 
the attitude of the Thai 


Mechai. Thailand’s leading 
anti-AIDS campaigner be- 
fore his cabinet appointment . 
said Thais would face a huge 
programme of education ab-4 
out the virus. 






unskilled staff in other coun-' 
tries and doctor’s duties in- 
clude some that in the West 
are considered nurses’ jobs. 

Bojar’s budget this year, to 
.provide comprehensive 
health care for around 10 j. 
million people, is 28 billion 
■crowns (SI billion), eight per 
cent more than in 1990. 

But officials in his ministry 
estimate that about half the 
total amount will be needed 
to compensate for the higher 
cost of drugs and equipment 
following the freeing of price 
controls which came into 
effect at the beginning of this 
year. 

The budget will have to be 
revised every three months so 
that funds can be directed to 
the most urgent needs, they 
say. 







Livestock threat spawns unlikely alliance 




By Clare Pedriek 
ROME — An ugly blue- 
green fly that feeds on flesh 
and can cause death to both 
animals and humans has in- 
advertently promtpted the 
cooperation of two unlikely 
partners — Libya and the 
United States. 

The New World Screw- 
worm, so called because it is 
a native of the Americas, has 
alarmed health and agricultu- 
ral officials by making an 
appearance on the other side 
of the Atlantic. A little over 
two years ago, the insect was 
discovered in Libya. Its 
rrademaker was unmistak- 
able: gaping wounds in lives- 
tock and in some cases in 
humans. Nor for nothing is 
the pest known in Latin as 
the coclhmyia hominivorax 
— a devourer of man. 

Agricultural experts knew 
they had to act quickly. The 
screwworm. which unlike 
some other flies attacks only 
living creatures, breeds with 
great rapidity and can spread 
at an alarming rate. An aver- 
age By can lay 400 eggs in just 
15 minutes. If it remained 
unchecked, said experts, the 
insect could establish itself 
throughout the entire African 
con cm ear. as well as in the 
Middle East. Asia and parts 
of southern Europe. 

Bur a major hurdle faced 
development aid officials in 
their battle to stop the spread 
of the insect population. The . 
only effective wasy of eradi- 


cating the screwworm is the 
so-called Sterile Insect Tech- 
nique, a system which in- 
volves unleashing millions of 
sterile male dies into the en- 
vironment, so they will mate 
with normal females , whose 
eggs will in turn be sterile. 

The technique was de- 
veloped by a U-S. scientist 
more than 30 years ago, and 
to this day the only producer 
of the sterile male Hies is a 
jointly owned American- 
Mexican company in Tuxtla 
Gutierrez , Mexico. And 
there was the catch. Under 
rules imposed by former U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan 
there is a strict ban on Amer- 
ican goods being sold to 
Libya, and on U.S. citizens 
working there. President 
George Bush has upheld the 
embargo, and hostilities be- 
tween the two countries in- 
tensified last year with Amer- 
ican accusation that Liyba 
bad been manufacturing che- 
mical weapons. For its part , 
Libya, enraged by the 1986 
U.S. bombing of Tripoli, put 
a blanket ban on all .imports 
from North America. 

The problem seemed in- 
soluble, but officials at the 
United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), alarmed at the im- 
plications of the plague for 
much of the developing 
wrold, interceded to effect a 
temporary truce. “It was a 
very difficult situation, and 
there was a great deal of 


delicacy and diplomacy in- 
volved,” said Dr. Patrick 
Oumingham, the FAO offi- 
cial in charge of the screw- 
worm programme . “The 
technology was American, 
but the problem was Libyan. 
The U.S. doesn’t talk to 
Libya, and Libya doesn’t talk 
to the U.S.” 

In the end, the good offices 
of the FAO prevailed, and 
arrangements were made for 
both rides to make provision- 
al alterations to their respec- 
tive laws governing imports 
and exports. Dr. Cunning- 
ham and bis team acted as 
go- betweens. Now, with the 
diplomatic tussles over, the 
programme is finally under 
way. Each week, tens of mil- 
lions of sterile male flies are 
Sown in a chartered airplane 
from Mexico City to Tripoli 
to be released ‘Over • Libya. 

The operation is planned 
with military precision. The 
flies, bombarded with mas- 
sive doses of radiation in the 
Mexico production plant, are 
frown over in the larval stage, 
packed in specially-built 
boxes. At Tripoli, the un- 
usual cargo is transferred to 
refrigerated trailers. 

“At this point, they are 
heated in containers to a 
temperature of 27 degrees 
centigrade until they emerge 
as adult flies,” said Dr. Cun- 
ningham. “Then they are 
loaded into light aircraft and 
sent out on special bombing 
missions. The planes are 



Powders arm onm of thm remedies bmiogasmd to trmmt wounds caused 
by the screwworm fly. 


equipped with chutes to dis- 
tribute the boxes, and these 
are designed to self-destruct 
on impact with the air- 
stream. The flies are released 
and they get down to work. ” 

Dr. Cunningham, the 
Irish-born director of the 
FAO’s Screwworm Emergen- 
cy Centre for North Africa, 
has just returned to bis Rome 
office from a trip to Libya to 
see the programme in opera- 
tion. At present, the dies are 
being released at a rate of 800 
per square kilometre, a ratio 
which win more than double 
by the time the project gets 
under full swing in April. 

The programme is coordin- 
ated by a multi-national 
team, inducting staff horn the 
U.S. -Mexican plant which 
produces the flies. Their 
work is backed up by a crew 
of 400 Libyans who monitor 
progress and carry out checks 
on the livestock. 

The effects of the screw- 
worm were Gist discovered in 
the French penal colony of 
Devil's Island in 1855. A 
military doctor noted that a 
large festering wound on the 
face of one of the ' convicts 
was caused by the larvae that 
bad hatched from the scew- 
worm By. The Caribbean and 
South and North America 
have always been the tradi- 
tional strongholds of the By, 
which experts describe as the 
most destructive insect 
known to man. 

Massive eradication prog- 
rammes using the sterile in- 
sect technique bad wiped the 
screwworm out in Mexico 
and North .America by the 
beginning of the 1980s , 
though it still remains entren- 
ched in certain parts of the 
south of the continent and 
the Caribbean. 

Slightly larger than a 
house-fly , and not unlike a 
bluebottle in appearance, the 
screwworm By differs in that 
it only feeds on live fresh — 
not on dead meat like most of 
its cousins. The female By 
lays its eggs wherever' there 
is an opening in the skin — in 
insect bites, scratches or hi 
man-made wounds caused by 
shearing, branding or castra- 
tion. The maggots which 
hatch out then bore into the 
flesh , turning a small nick 
into an ugly and dangerous 
wound in a very short time. 

Fully grown cattle can die 
in just a few days and hu- 


mans, especially old people 
and infants, are also at risk, 
the dangers are even, higher 
in countries where health 
care is inadequate and organ- 
isms are already weakened by 
malnourishment. “Its an ex- 
tremely destructive insect,” 
said Dr. Cunningham. “It 
creates gaping wounds very 
quickly and the odor given 
off then attracts more fries, 
which lay more eggs. It’s 
really a terrible affliction. If 
untreated, it can be fatal.” 

The wounds can be treated 
with powders, and animals 
can be disinfected with pesti- 
cides, but the costs are high. 
FAO officials have estimated 
it would cost $10 a year to 
prevent each animal from 
being infected. If precautions 
were not taken soon enough, 
and Libya's seven milli on 
head of livestock were to be 
contaminated, treatment 
would cost at least $28 mil- 
lion a year, they have calcu- 
lated. 

* 'But the greatest risk is that 
the insect could spread to 
other parts of the African 
continent. Once that hap- 
pened, the plague would be 
out of control, say experts. 
“Even if it just spread to the 
Bve countries of North Africa 
it would cost about $280 mil- 
lion a year to treat, ’’ said Dr. 
Cunningham. “If it spread to 
sub-Saharan and tropical 
Africa, the costs would be 
incalculable. 

“It has been a very big 
economic burden on the Li- 
byans. They have spent mil- 
lions of dollars treating the 
animals and imposing 
quarantines,” he added. 
“Liyba can Bve with it, be- 
cause it is a rich country and 
becasue livestock is not cen- 
tral to its economy, but that’s 
certainly not the case with 
Chad, Sudan , Niger and aU 
the other central African 
countries. That’s why our 
real concern is to stamp it out 
before it gets out of Libya . 
Once it did, it would become 
uncontrollable and the losses 
would be enormous, not just 
in 'terms of livestock:, but to 
Africa’s wildlife population 
and even to humans.” 

The infected area in Liyba 
is a 25,000-square-kBometre 
strip that stretches along the 
coast 150 kilometres either 
side of Tripoli. To the west, it 
comes dose to the Tunisian 
border, where a red alert has 



The screwworm Hy attacks I bring animals, laying its eggs on open 
wounds. When the maggots hatch, they bore into the Heads making 
even the smaBeart nick Into a large, gaping wound 



been declared. “If it spread 
to Tunisia it would be a 
disaster, especially to Tuni- 
sia’s sheep population which 
plays an important role in the 
economy,” said Dr. Cunning- 
ham. “We have started a 
FAO programme , together 
with the Tunisians, to alert 
livestock owners and veterin- 
ary authorities to the dan- 
gers, and we have also set up 
a parallel inspection prog- 
ramme. There is a very strict 
quarantine in operation, and 
Tunisia has banned the im- 
port of livestock from Libya 
until the emergency is over. ** 
It is still not dear just bow 
the screwworm made its 
trans-atlantic journey to 
Libya from the American 
continent, but FAO officials 
say the most problable route 
was via a shipment of in- 
fected livestock. “We have 
traced four shipments that 
came into Libya from South 
America during 1988 (die 
year the By was first disco- 
vered),” said Dr. Cunning- 
ham. “But given that there 
are a great many shipments 
of livestock to the Middle » 
East from South America 
each year it is surprising it has 
not happened before.” 

The Middle East would be 
the next port of call for the 
screwworm , if steps were not 
taken to halt it in its tracks , 
says Dr. Cunm nohtf m From 
there, it would spread quickly 
to Asia . Traveling north- 
wards from Libya , it could 


easily take hold in parts of 
France, Spain and Italy, he 
said. “Any farther north than 
that and it gets too cold. The 
screwworm likes warm cli- 
mates. ” 

In tandem with the era- 
dication programme , the 
FAO team has organised 
courses in Libya to train agri- 
cultural officials from Egypt, 
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Chad, Sudan and Niger on 
bow to recognise the Gist 
signs of the fry’s presence and 
how to set up quarantine 
measures to isolate any out- 
breaks. 

Later, a second course wBl 
be arranged for officials from 
African countries further 
away, nations that are consi- 
dered die second line of de- 
fense in the screwworm bat- 
tle. Other staff are engaged 
in distributing leaflets to the 
Libyan population to explain 
the programme to them and 
to reassure them over the 
presence of sudden swarms 
of Hies and strange-looking 
boxes Boating down from the 
skies. 

The total cost of the pro- 
ject is pegged at $55 million 
per year. The Libyan con- 
tribution will be $25 million 
in cash and in kind, most of it 
spent on maintaining the 400- 
strong inspection taskforce. 
The rest of the Binding will 
come from aid agencies and 
foreign donations. 

FAO officials estimate it 
will probably take two years 


before eradication is com- 
plete. “The fly has a life cycle 
of about three weeks, and if 
we continue with this satura- 
tion for about 10 cycles, reck- 
on we should come close to 
eradication,” said Dr. Cun- 
ningham. “ However , expert- , 
ence has. taught us that"^ , 
sometimes patches are left, 
so we are planning on two 
years to make absolutely 
sure. It may be that well be 
able to finish sooner.” 

If all goes according to 
plan, once the project is over 
there will be no signs that the 
problem ever existed. ‘7t's a 
fantastic te chni que because 
it’s very environmentally 
safe, it leaves no residues,, 
doesn’t build up any resist- 
ance in the rest of the insert 
population like some other 
eradication programmes, and 
it .doesn't target any other 
wildlife ” said Dr. Cunning- 1 
ham. 

“In a sense we have much 
to be grateful for. The sea to 
the north and the desert to 
the south have both helped 
stop it spreading more quick- 
ly than it has,” he added. 
“And we should be thankful 
it made its appearance in 
Libya , which is after all a rich 
country that has plenty of 
trained manpower , wide 
open spaces, airports and air- 
strips and no dense jungle 
But if it were to spread furth- 
er into other parts of Afarica 
the effects would be devastate 
World News Link. 









King 

(CotaUEved from page I) 

right and thrs*js bur responsibil- 
ity, the responsibility of all Jorda- 
nians who axe concerned about 
mankind and about the world 
environment." 

“I believe that it was possible 
to avert war and to solve the crisis 
peacefully and 1 believe that the 
peoples of the world respect Jor- 
dan's stand, but those who mis- 
understand Jordan's position 
have been victims of lies and 
falsehoods fabricated against this 
country.” the King said. 

‘'Sooner or later matters will 
clear up, and then these people 
will feel guilty for adopting such 
attitudes towards Jordan,” he 
added. 

“Jordanians will continue to 
have their heads raised high de- 
spite the dimension of the suffer- 
ing they face,” the King said. 

In Bonn, German Foreign 
Minister Hans Dietricsh Gens- 
cfaer described the King's visit as 
important and said it helped to 
dear matters far the European 
CoundJ meeting scheduled for 1 
April 8. 

The German Foreign Ministry' 
issued a statement saying dial 
Germany and Jordan agree that 
the present opportunity for peace 
should not be missed. 

During bis visit to France, King 
Hussein discussed the consequ- 
ence of the Gulf war on Jordan as 
well as the Arab- Israel: conflict. 

According to Petra, the French 
and Jordanian sides agreed to 
work together at the regional and 
international levels to And solu- 
tions for the Middle East ques- 
tion. 

The King was accompanied on 
the visit by Royal Court Chief 
Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker, Political 
Advisor Adrian Abu Odeh and 
Foreign Minister Taher A1 Masri. 

France 

(Coe tinned from page 1) 

could not endorse such a fan ore.” he 
said. 

Mr. NStien^nd. war. has Ceiled for 
a Kurdish settlement to be pan of a 
comprehensive Middle East peace, 
supported the Kurds' demands for 
autonomy. He said they were entitled 
to have their ofen identity, language 
and culture whithio existing borders. 

Mr. Dumas said Paris had pro- 
tested to President Hussein 

through the Soviet Union which rep- 
resents Iraqi in t eres t s since Baghdad 
severed relations during the Gulf war. 

He said Fiance had started and 
would continue giving Kurds huma- 
nitarian aid through countries border-* 
mg Iraq. - ' ' - 

The 12 European Community gov- 
ernments Wednesday denounced 
Iraq’s handling of the rebellions as 
brutal and said only dialogue could 
unify the country. 

‘The community and its member 
states are very deeply concerned at 
the situation of the civilian population 
in Iraq, notably the Kurds and die 
Shines,” the governments said in a 
joint statement. 

“They firmly condemn the brutal 
repression being imposed upon these 
population groups, bringing about a 
flow of r efu gees towards the neigh- 
bouring countries,*' it added. 

Fanner Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher urged the British govern- 
ment to send emergency humanita- 
rian aid to help Kurdish refugees. 

After meeting Kurdish antes, Mrs. 
Thatcher said Kurds trapped on the 
Turkish border needed urgent help. 

“It should not be beyond the wit of 
man to get planes there with tents, 
with food and with warm blankets,” 
she said. 

“I think we should take very firm 
steps. It is not a question of stan ding 
on legal niceties. We should go now,” 
Mrs. Thatcher said, speaking to re- 
porters. 

The United States promised 
Wednesday to urgently consider 
humanitarian aid for Iraqi refugees 
once a Gulf war ceasefire resolution 
was approved by the United Nations 
Security Council. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas Picker- 
mg has “been instructed, immediately 
following passage of the ceasefire 
resolution, to pursue, on an urgent 
basis. Security Council action to 
address these pressing concerns,” 
Sure Department spokeswoman 
Margaret TuiwUer told reporters. 

She did not commit Washington to 
any specific course of action other 
than h umanitari an assistance buz 
said: “We want to find the most 
effective means for the Uni ted Na- 
tions to expi ess its condemnation of 
the brutality taking place in Iraq and 
its determination to do what it can to 
address this situation.” 

U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) Sachiko Ogata de- 
manded Wednesday that Turkey 
open its borders for fleeing Kurds. 


Resolution 

(Continued from page 1) 

not oar p ur pose. It never was our- 
purpose.” 

T do not want to see us get sucked 
into the internal struggle in Iraq,” 
Mr. Bush said, adding that he did not 
want “to commit our men and our 
women to fa r th er combat.” 

“We’ve done the heavy lifting," Mr. 
Bush said. . 

In Jupiter, Florida, President 
George Bush said be was increasingly 
frustrated by reports of the violence 

in Iraq and said be would be willing to 
wke a “new look" at relations with 
Baghdad if Iraq's army overthrew 
President Saddam. 

“I would be willing to take a new 
look if the army .took matters into its 
own hands,” Mr. Bush told reporters 
as he was ending a four-day holiday m 
Florida. 
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Erbil firmly back in 
government bands 

By Wafa Arar 

The Associated Press 

ERBIL, Iraq — The smoke of battle still drifted in the air Tuesday 
and bodies were still lying in the streets patrolled by Republican 
Guards. 

Erbil was back in the hands of the Iraqi army . which seemed to 
be on its way to recapturing northern Iraq after quelling the 
rebellion against the government of President Saddam Hussein in 
the south. 

There was the distant sound cf gunfire and artillery. But Erbil 
police chief Qassem Al Don told reporters the exchange “was far 
away from Erbil in the mountains where the Iraqi army was driving 
out the remaining rebels.” 

Foreign journalists toured the ancient Kurdish city of Erbil. 
about 500 kilometres north of Baghdad. Tuesday, three days after 
the Iraqi army took over the city from Kurdish rebels. 

Erbil was almost deserted except for the army and some families 
who were returning to their homes after having fled the fighting. 
Families in traditional Kurdish costumes carried what belongings 
they had and walked back home. 

The army seemed in complete control of the city that had been in 
the hands of Kurdish rebels since March 11. 

“The Kurdish militias ended Kurdistan's seif-rule at 7 a.m. on 
March 21. They carried machine guns, rocket launchers and light 
weapons. They fired from rooftops," said Tawfiq Oweiz, a Kurdish 
resident. 

fie said he heard “intensive fighting and the sound of helicop- 
ters. I saw the rebels seal Erbil 's central shopping centre and burr, 
it.” 

Mr. Oweiz said there was little opposition from the people when 
the rebels entered the city sc they easily controlled it. He said they 
came in cars and on foot from the mountains in the north. 

“Around 100,000 militiamen entered the city and started looting 
and destroying." said Adel Kakyos, head of administration 
department of Salabeddin University. 

He said they killed many ruling Baatii Party members and their 
families. 

Dbanem Kurdi. a government employee, said he was “terrorised 
by the inhumane actions of tire rebels. They rounded up families 
and shot them.” 

Mr. Duri, the chief of police said, “the rebels killed families and 
seized their houses to use as headquarters." 

The rebels have accused the Iraqi troops of committing atrocities 
against innocent civilians and against Kurds in the north and 
Shi’ites in the north that they suspected of taking part in the 
rebellion. 

Foreign reporters unable to cover most of the fighting cannot 
verify any of the claims independently. 

Mr. Duri said the rebels included about 20 different political 
groups, however their aims were not clear. 

“Their aims were contradictory. They were not sure what they 
wanted :c achieve and whenever residents approached then: with 
their demands, they were confused and did not know how it 
respond,” he said. 

However, a Kurd who spoke on condition of anonymity said the 
800.000 Kurds in Iraqi Kurdistan “wanted a change in the 

government.” 

The chief cf police said most of the rebels were army deserters,- 
ex-crirainals, outlaws and brain-washed kids. They all* came from 
the Iranian border, he said. 

Army tanks and soldiers were camped on the city's outskirts. A 
pile of seized weapons were guarded by Iraqi soldiers. More than 
100 pro-government Kurdish militiamen were also camped at the 
city’s entrance. 

Traces of rhe battle wire evident on the outskirts of the city. 
There were burned army tanks and trucks, scores of soldiers at 
checkpoints. There was smoke in the air. 

At the city’s entrance, in front of what seemed to be an army 
base, four Kurdish men were held prisoner with their hands tied 
behind their backs. They were surrounded by soldiers waiting. 

Inside Erbil, both anti-government and pro-government slogans 
covered the walls. Shop windows were broken, schools were 
destroyed and ashes covered the ground. All government buildings 
were destroyed and burned. 

The rebels started with schools and government buildings, said 
one soldier. 

There were a dozen dead bodies, some bloated and others 
burned, stiU lying in the streets. 

. A helioopter flew over the city as well as an American fighter 
plane that flew very low. 

The police station in Erbil seemed to serve as the Iraqi 
Communist Party’s headquarters before the army entered. The 
hammer and sickle symbol were drawn on a wall in red and, also in 
red, the words “Iraqi Communist Headquarters” was painted 
above the door. 

Army trucks carried Kurds returning to their homes. Gne soldier 
said Iraqi military helicopters threw leaflets advising Erbil residents 
to leave the city before the army entered. 

“We did not want to harm the citizens," the soldier said. 

The Republican Guards, all very young men. roamed the city 
streets. 

"We fought in Kuwait and now we have come from Karbala and 
Kirkuk. We drove rebels out completely.” said one Republican 
Guard. 

Another said it took them two days to recapture the city. 

“It was an easy task," he said. 


Ramadan: A month to affirm one’s faith 


By Giles Trendie 

One night in the year &01. a 
middle-aged merchant by the 
name of Mohammad was sitting, 
in pensive mood, in a cave on~n 
hill just outside of Mecca, as 
was his wont, when he heard a 
voice amid a sound of clanging 
bells calling him to; “Recite in 
the name of thy Lord....’" 

This exhortation to proclaim 
God's message, which marks the 
birth of islam as a religion and 
proved to be rhe first of many 
that the unlettered merchant 
from Mecca was to receive, came 
in the Arabic month of Ramadan. 

Fourteen years later Moham- 
mad and his 500 folluuers. in- 
vigorated by iheir new faith, de- 
feated a 1,000-strong force of 


Meccans at a village called Badr. 
some 500 kilometers north of 
Mecca. This success, which was 
to prove to be Islam's first and 
decisive military victory, also 
look place in the auspicious 
month of Ramadan. 

The divine call to Mohammad 
and the earthly victory a? Badr, 
both taking place ir. the month of 
Ramadan, marked out that 
month as special in the eves of 
those early Muslims. Ramadan 
was tnu> declared as holy and was 
set aside as a month in which 
Muslims should affirm their faith 
by fasting. 

From sunrise until sunset in 
Ramadan nothing should pass be- 
tween the lips of a Muslim, in- 


AI Raiyan 

By E. Yaghi 


WHEN Ramadan begins, the 
gates of paradise arc opened, 
the gates of hell are closed and 
the devils arc chained. On the 
Day of Resurrection, all those 
who observed fasting will enter 
through a gale of paradise cal- 
led Ai Raiyan. Only those who 
observed ihe fasts will enter 
this gate and after their entry, 
the gate will be closed and 
entry by others will he prohi- 
bited. 

Although all practices nf 
worship are for God. God sing- 
les out fasting as the only act 
truly performed for his sake: 
for fasting cannot be practised 
for the sake of showing off as 
nobody can know whether one 
is fasting or not except God. 
Therefore, fasting in a pure 
performance that cannot ha 
blemished with hypocrisy. 

Once again, Ramadan is 
uo^n us. It is a time of intro- 
spection «.nd assessment o> 
Islamic faith. In Islam, fasting 
is an abstention from things of 
material nature, such as food, 
drink, smoking, eic. in order to 
have spiritual joys and moral 
nourishment. While the Mus- 
lim empties his stomach, he 
fills his heart with love and 
sympathy, his spirit with pietv 
and faith and his mind with 
wisdom and resolution. 

The purpose of fasting in 
other religions and philo- 
sophies is invariably partial. It 
is either for spiritual aims or 
physical needs or intelloctual 
cultivations but never for a 
combination of ail the above 
factors. However, in Islam, 
fasting is for all these gains as 
well as for many other pur- 
poses such as social and econo- 
mic, moral and humanitarian, 

; private and public and inner as 
: well as outer, all combined 

! together. 

Islamic fasting is often 
accompanied by extra devotion 
and worship, extra charity and 
study of the Holy Koran and 
extra self-disdpiine and consci- 
ence awakening. Fasting is not 
a retreat from life but a 
penetration with spiritual 
armaments, a moral enrich- 
ment. Fasting does not break 
the faithful but rather harmo- 
nises his existence. 

The occurrence of Ramadan 
i fluctuates throughout the years 
because the Islamic calendar is 
based on lunar months which 
are in accordance with the va- 


rious positions of the moon 
This means that over j period 
of a number of years. Islamic 
fasting covers the -l major sea- 
sons and circulates back and 
torih between summer and 
winter, fall and >princ in a 
rotating manner. Hence, the 
Muslim experience of fasting 
on several levels and vibrant 
climates, sometimes :n the win- 
ter of short and cold days, 
sometimes in the summer of 
long hot days and sometimes in 
between. During the month of 
Ramadan, ihe daily period of 
fasting starts before the break 
of dawn and ends immediately 
after sunset. Fasting is one of 
the five pillars of Islam. Failure 
to observe it without a reason- 
able excuse is a punishable %:n 
by God. 

Fasting is compulsory foi ev- 
ery Muslim mule .mJ female 
who i? menially ,n-d phyra rally 
fit cr sane and ao c. e 

who fasts must he full age. 
Children under this age »houid 
be encouraged to start fasting 
on easy levels so by the time 
they reach puberty, they will 
be mentally and physically able 
to fast. 

Those who are exempted 
from fasting are then, children 
under age. the insane, the aged 
who cannot physically fast and 
the sick who may "postpone 
their fast and make up for it at 
a later date when able. Expec- 
tant and nursing mothers irfay 
not fast if there is a danger to 
their health or their infants, 
but they must also make up for 
days missed. Fasting may not 
also be performed by any per- 
son who is not taker. 

Fasting is a shield. The fast- 
ing person should not behave 
foolishly and impudently. If 
someone fights with the fasting 
person or abuses him. he 
should tell the disturber twice, 
“I am fasting." 

Fasting is an expiation of 
sins and a fulfillment of the 
spiritual factor that exists in 
the Holy month of Ramadan, 
the month in which the Holy 
Koran was sent down as a 
guide for mankind so that they 
could see the signs of clear 
guidance and be able to judge 
between right and wrong. 
Ramadan is a month of person- 
al sacrifice and a striving to be 
nearer to God. To all those 
who fast, Mahruk Ramadan 
and May God accept your 
fasting! 


eluding all foodt. liquids, tobacco 
products and even chewing gum. 
and Muslims should re-ran from 
sexual intercourse. Tame should 
be given instead to greater reli- 
gious reflection, prayin’ and re- 
citing from the Koran. 

Growing children, pregnant 
.md nursing mothers soldiers on 
duty . and the ehron*Cai!y s;ck ,:re. 
however, exempt ftvrr. fasting. 
For the res: the J^vrtch: fesi. 
particularly if the we..:f _*r is hot. 
is an exaeline duty. Tempers 
often grow shorter »n mvrth 
and the energy Jew..- ..f fosters 
decrease, thereby a^coerting tor 
a slower, mere muted pace of 
life. 


t air«v s streets ,:re Mitre. •■■'y 
levs congested m the early m>*m- 
ing js mo"-: fosters sn_:.fc a *;•.«. 
extra hour- :r. b;J nup. 
tliemselvc- {nr the ,i t\'» . !!■ „• 

working day is rVthtr :e::u^ed 
‘tnce many shop, ‘"•jv.j.s .•■u jn. . 
ernment offices iiav.- shorts tj.! 
hours dun ntz Rumad-tt. 

Though foreigners arc free to 
eat. dr.ng. nr smoke in Ramadan 
during the d.iv :r :s considered 
respectful a”** sot-rreous nor to 
do so in the presence of people 
fasting. Alcoholic he'»e races ,:re 
still Stiiii in b:.r- art a hole is 

throughout Ramad-t. thouc.i 
such dnnks wili no: be sold to ai.v 


Egyptians, even if they be Coptic 
Christians 

The boom of the cannon ai the 
citadel marks the end of the day's 
fast and the beginning of the 
nicfit's festivities when, the sun 
having set, faster* can finally tuck 
into lftar. the lavish evening 
meal. 

It is somewhat ttontc that 
Egyptians often tend to consunie 
ttiore food in the month of Rama- 
dan than at any other time of the 
tear Egypt's Ministry ot Supply 
and Home Trade recently asked 
food production companies to 
distribute their wares early this 


'ear in order to .i,< *•.! .» i ustv»iner- 
'Jsll .si shops. 

Plirtiv Ji.irfy devout Muslims 
ott.n tcmplain that most rasters, 
though obedient V. then religious 
Juts, perform the f ist not as a 
ts*::-Jiv.:p!:nt , d exercise m what it 
i» Iikv to *v poor hut as an 
accepted defer to i be fine the 
banquet -like feast in the evening 
In :h«s seiisV Ramadan is not 
uruki- the Christian celebration 

o; Christmas which, particularly 
:n the West, often becomes no- 
thing mote than a joyful spree •»! 
ui •_■!,: rv o’.cnndu! eonce . 

But such deeper thoughts arc 
cast aside by most people when 


the cannon sounds from the high 
walls of the citadel. Having been 
relatively drowsy throughtout the 
Jay. Cairo awakens after the ifrar 
and the revelries and festivities 
begin. The narrow lanes m and 
around Midan Hussein, near 
Khan Al Khalih. arc particularly 
lively and colourful during Ranu- 
da. including wandering bands of 
ir.uhiciarN, magicians (the gala 
gala men l and a whole host of 
other street entertainers. 

Ramadan is a particularly col- 
ourful affair. The traditional sym- 
bol of the Suily month is the 
multi-coloured glass lantern, the 
f .muits, which is hung and sold on 
many streets ail over the city The 
bright lights and merriment cn* 
kindle an even greater feeling of 
gLuidwiil among Egyptians to- 
wards strangers. 

A foreigner who wishes his 
Muslim ft tend or acquaintance a 
happv holiday, by saying koul 
sina nil inta tayvib {every year 
may you be well), will undoubted- 
ly be showered with thanks and 
gratitude 

The merrymaking often goes 
on all night up until the iinaJ 
meal. suh,*or. he lore the pre- 
dawn prayer which will mark the 
beginning o! the new day’s fjst. 

Ramadan is celebrated all mcr 
the Middle East and even 
beyond 

< •■ming on the heels of a 
major war in the region which has 
scon the Arab World bitterly 
do idcJ. ihe holy month could 
prove even more agmficant that 
usual — Middle Times. 


Like the common performance of worship, and 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, the Ramadan fast unifies 
all Muslims from every* part of the world. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


Jordan Times 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

*^TEL. 604676 604696 

P.O.BOX 7806 
AMMAN 




4 Stent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent anq 
sate - furnished or unfur-1 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

|Abdoun Real 


fTel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 



lozena Restaurant,, 

during RamadarJor the 
Ramadan lftar ■» 7 
normal dinner service 

Teh 613572. A 

T. . ' 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabat Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 

itnybi 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Afidnight 

TeL 638968 




AUTHENTl 
CHINESE ‘ 
CUISINE 
elegant 

colorful aunosphere 

rroflcrjic prim 


tiwmisaiiuicl Mp025!i 
relrvwt] on monvUji) 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


oo£|OQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esiate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Ser-ict 
Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and get;- 

* JUMBO photo 
she 3090 larger 

* Frss en/arga- 

ment 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind! ays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh lei: 823S91 



/a ft f 
FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service ! 

available j 

Open Daily 12.30-3 .30 pm 
7.30-n.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel'. 
Towards 3rd circle ! 


Amman's 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,Iighters, 
watches.pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani • Grind! ays Bank Bldg 

Tel. 669 457 
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PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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YOUR ONLY WAY 
|For Your First Class Cargo 
Our Fast Class Service 

&$$!L&ndAlr Cargo Specialists 


Call Now : 81 9560 - 819690 
Fox : 9626-819683 
Th : 22 100 ZW A JO 
OR 

Write To: P.O.Box 12 
. AMMAN - JORDAN 




The First Class Hotel in ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


IIAINITEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Maradona retiring from soccer 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Is 
Diego Maradona's soccer career 
over? 

*Tve had enough. I'm tired of 
struggling. I'm retiring for good." 
(he Argentine star, faced with a 
minimum six-month and max* 
imum mo-year international sus- 
pension for cocaine use, was 
quoted as saying in Wednesday's 
editions of the Milan newspaper 
Corriere Della Sera. 

Maradona, the 30-year-old 
captain of Napoli of the Italian 
League and the Argentine 
national team, gave a brief inter- 
view Tuesday during a flight from 
Rome to Buenos Aires. 

“Now I want to enjoy life. I 
want to enjoy my daughters,” 
Maradona was quoted as saying. 

Maradona left Italy as the disci- 
plinary commission of the Italian 
League prepared to rule on his 
case. Italian League officials 
found traces of cocaine in his 
urine after Napoli's game against 
Bari on March 17. 

Maradona and his business 
manager Marco Franchi have 
hinted — without offering proof 
— that the incident somehow is 
motivated by Argentina's victory 
over Italy in last year's World 
Cup semifinal and Maradona's 
desire to break his contract with 
Napoli. 

“I'm certain that the clouds will 
be dispelled soon." Maradona 
said in a statement distributed in 
Rome Tuesday by the Italian 


News Agency (ANSA). “I sincer- 
ly hope to return to soccer with a 
clean image which in vain some- 
one is trying to alter." 

After eluding reporters and 
photographers at Ezeiza Interna- 
tional Airport, Maradona told 
them tersely at his parents' 
house, “enough was said on this 
issue in Italy. I have nothing to 
add." 

There, he celebrated his 
daughter D alma's fourth birth- 
day. A TV camera caught him 
booting a tennis ball soccer-style 
against a wall and bouncing it off 
his head. 

The Italian League’s 1 1 -lawyer 
disciplinary commission is set to 
rule Saturday on the length of 
Maradona's suspension. The sus- 
pension automatically will be ex- 
tended worldwide by the Federal 
International Football Associa- 
tion or FIFA, soccer's governing 
body. 

“We don't think we have to go 
into action on a big s cale because 
of this case," FIFA General- 
Secretary Joseph Blatter said in 
Zurich, Switzerland. “The 
reasons behind it probably have 
little to do with sports. If every- 
thing one reads is confirmed, it is 
a somewhat tragic case for him 
personally — and as a role model 
in soccer. But he hasn't been that 
for a while, because of his general 
behaviour." 

Maradona's lawyer, Enzo 
Maria Siniscalchi. said he expects 


the minimum penalty for Mara- 
dona because cocaine can't be 
considered performance- 
enhancing if taken several hours 
before a game. 

According to the experts who 
tested Maradona’s urine samples, 
he possibly took cocaine 18 to 30 
hours before the Napoli-Bari 
match. 

"We will not appeal the sent- 
ence if Maradona is given the 
minimum penalty,” Siniscalchi 
was quoted as saying in Wednes- 
day's editions of Milan's sports 
daily Gazzetta Dello Sport. 

Saturday's decision by the dis- 
ciplinary commission can be 
appealed by Maradona's lawyer 
with the Federal Council, which 
woald give a final sentence by 
mid-April. 

Argentine sports commenta- 
tors have wondered whether 
Maradona could return after a 
long absence. He has a chronic 
back problem, a damaged left 
ankle and a tendency to put on 
weight. 

The fall from grace has been 
steep. He led Argentina to the 
19136 World Cup title and was 
named the tournament’s most 
valuable player. He led Napoli to 
its first league title in 60 years in 
19S7 and did it again last season. 
He then captained the Argentine 
national team that lost last sum- 
mer's World Cup final 1-0 to 
West Germany. 


“He has been the best soccer 
player in the world for 10 years. 
He can't end his career this way,” 
said Vujadin Bosfcov, the Yugos- 
lav coach of Italian League leader 
Sampdoria of Genoa. 

Argentine fans remain loyal to 
the player they've idolised since 
be moved up to the national team 
at 15. But the government of 
President Carlos Menem, who 
made Maradona his “sports 
ambassador" last year, has not 
rallied to his defence. 

The bead of Argentina’s anti- 
drug programme, Alberto Lestel- 
le. said in an interview broadcast 
by Radio Rivadavia that Marado- 
na should resign for failing to set 
“an example.'., for the youths of 
this country and the world.” 

In recent months, Maradona 
has been beset by controversy. He 
has refused to practice and play 
for Napoli, been questioned by 
police investigating drug traffick- 
ing and prostitution and been 
named in a paternity suit. 

“It is precisely soccer that is 
hurt the most," said Abflio D’ Al- 
meida of Brazil, a member of 
FIFA’s Executive Committee. 
“People not connected with the 
sport will think that this is com- 
mon. that it happens ail the time. 

“And it's worse because it in- 
volves a player of international 
renown. If he were a second- or 
third-rate player, no one would 
pay any attention." 


Navratilova leads seeds into 3rd round 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (AP) — Top- 
seeded Martina Navratilova, 
playing in her first competition in 
a month, conceded she was rusty 
during a 6--. 7-5 victory over 
Amanda Coetzer of South Africa 
in the Family Circle Tennis 
Tournament. 

“I was rushing and I was more 
worried about where to hit the 
serve rather than thinking about 
my tempo," Navratilova said. 
“Once 1 slowed everything down 
I was better. 

“I hadn't played in a month 
and the jitters always shown up in 
the serve. I was struggling but I 
was holding.” 

Navratilova, the defending 
champion who has 154 career 
victories, led a sweep by seeded 
players on the green clay in the 
S500.000 event at the Sea Pines 
Racquet Club. 

Second-seeded Gabriela Saba- 
tini of Argentina cruised to a 6-0, 


6-0 victory over American Linda 
Harvey- Wild in a match which 
lasted only 47 minutes. 

Among the other seeds advanc- 
ing were no. 3 Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain, who posted a 

6- 2, 6-3 win over Argentine Betti- 
na FuJ co, and no. 4 Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia, who eliminated 
German Claudia Kohde-Kilsch 6- 
1 . 6 - 2 . 

No. 6 seed Jennifer Capriati 
survived an early scare but the 
15-year-old came back to defeat 
fellow American Audra Keller 

7- 5, 6-1. 

Navratilova struggled with her 
serve early, faring break point in 
every game of the first set. But 
Coetzer broke service only once. 

Coetzer was up 4-3 in the 
second set when Navratilova held 
serve at love. She broke Coetzer 
in the next game to take the lead. 
Coetzer broke back in the 10th 
game before Navratilova won the 
last two games and the match. 


Although Capriati won in 
straight sets, she had to battle 
from behind in the first. 

After 18 minutes, Capriati 
trailed 4-1. She fell back 5-2 
before ranting off five straight 
games to take the set. She had an 
easier time in the second set. 

“At 5-2 of coarse you think ‘on 
my gosh. 1 might lose this set.' 
But really you can't think that 
way,” Capriati said. “You have 
to be positive and stay in there 
fighting so you can come back." 

Capriati took the tennis world 
by storm a year ago when she 
.turned professional. 

“This year they're (o?b<*r play- 
ers) going to be trying to beat me 
even more," she said. “I did 
pretty well and they want to beat 
me just like they want to beat all 
the top players." 

Sanchez Vicario also is playing 
in her first tournament in a month 
and only her third of the year. 

The 1989 French Open winner 


spent the last month practicing 
and running. She also went skiing 
for the first time. 

“The break helped me,” she 
said. "My mind is on the court 
and I think I played pretty well. I 
hope l can continue like this." 

“I would like to have had 
tougher matches early," said 
Sabatini. “I knew her (Heavey- 
Wild’s) game pretty much and 
that's why I won so easily.” 

Singles play in the opening 
round of the $500,000 Family 
Circle Magazine Cup was oversha- 
dowed Monday by a doubles 
match that teamed Gabriela 
Sabatini and Jennifer Capriati . 

The Argentine and Amer- 
ican, both ranked in top 10 in the 
world and playing as a doulbes 
team for only the second time, 
eliminated Canadian Helen Kele- 
si and Bulgarian Katerina 
Maleeva 6-1. 6-1. The winners 
were unseeded while Kelesi and 
Maleeva were seeded no. 6. 


Kaiserslautern extends lead at top of Bundesliga 


BONN (R) — A hat-trick by 
Bruno Labbadia helped Kaisers- 
lautern open up a two-point lead 
at the top of the German Bundes- 
liga first division when they ham- 
mered troubled hosts Nuremberg 
4-1. 

Labbadia put them two ahead 
with goals in the seventh and 25th 
minutes before Nuremberg's for- 
ward Jocrg Dittwar pulled one 
back for the home side 10 mi- 
nutes before the interval. 

The visitors brought on Bjarne 
Gold back in the 69th minute and 
just two minutes later he scored 
Kaiserslautern's third goat. Lab- 


badia added his third 15 minutes 
later to leave Nuremberg still 
struggling second from last in the 
league. 

Kaiserslautern’s championship 
hopes were aided when former 
leaders Bayern Munich went 
down at home to the only goal of 
the match to Fortuna Duessel- 
dorf. 

Werder Bremen took over 
second place with a 1-1 away 
draw against Borussia Dortmund. 

Meanwhile, a leading politician 
has called for a massive invest- 
ment to rebuild crumbling East 
German soccer stadiums and 


fight hooliganism. 

"Only then can attractive 
matches take place in the eastern 
part of the country," Ferdi Till- 
man n, chairman of the German 
parliament's Sports Committee, 
wrote in the Christian Democra- 
tic Party’s magazine Union. 

He said a portion of the five 
billion marks ($2.9 bQlion) in 
federal financial aid earmarked to 
communities in the former east 
Germany should be spent on 
soccer stadiums. 

Tillmann said none of the ma- 
jor stadiums in the former 


Communist-run east met German 
Football Association or UEFA 
safety standards. 

Meanwhile, officials of Dyna- 
mo Dresden, the last east Ger- 
man champions, Tuesday 
accepted a two-year ban from 
European competition imposed 
after crowd trouble during their 
European Cup quarter-final 
against Red Star Belgrade last 
month. 

The second leg was called off in 
the 78th minute as riot police 
used a water cannon to dear fens 
from the front of the terraces. 


ALL RiSHT, TEAM.THI5 15 OUR 
FIRST 6AME OF THE SEASON . 



50 let's HEAR SOME 
CHATTER OUT THERE! 
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Andre Agassi 


Agassi, Sampras win 
in Orlando tournament 


ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
Top-seeded Andre Agassi beat 
Brian Garrow 6-2, 6-4 and no. 4 
Derrick Rostagno easily dismis- 
sed veteran Jimmy Connors 6-1, 
6-4 in the Prudential Securities 
Classic Tennis Tournament. 

In other first-round matches, 
second-seeded Pete Sampras 
needed only 53 minutes to dismiss 
Brad Pearce 6-2, 6-2 And defend- 
ing champion Brad Gilbert came 
back from a sluggish start to 
defeat Chile’s Pedro Rebel ledo 
2-6, 6-1, 6-1 in the $225,000 
event. 

Agassi, 20, dominated Garrow 
by alternating lobs and powerful 
ground strokes. He said bis oppo- 
nent’s size and style dictated the 
strategy. 

“So much depends on the 
opponent you’re playing," said 
Agassi, who won the tournament 
in 1989. “He's a little shorter than 
a lot of guys who play the net, 
and when you’re that short you 
have to get a lot closer to the net 
so the lob is really effective." 

Connors, 39, attempting to 
<x»ne back after a wrist injury. 


appeared slow and couldn’t find 
his rhythm for most of the match. 

“I was really sluggish and 
didn't see the ball well," said 
Connors. But the five-time U.S. 
Open champion bristled at the 
suggestion his play showed that 
his career may be over soon. 

“Why don’t you let me get 
back an play a few matches 
first?” Connors asked. “I’ve been 
out of tennis for almost 16 
months and just started back. 
This year is just a test to get 
myself back into playing shape. 
Next year will tell the story.” 

Trailing 6-1, 5-1, Connors 
briefly excited the partisan crowd 
by taking three straight games 
from the fourth -seeded Rostagno 
before finally bowing out. 

Sampras, the defending U.S. 
Open champion, served eight 
aces while winning 75 of his ser- 
vice points and allowing Pearce 
only one break point opportun- 
ity. 

“I really didn't let Brad get into 
the match,” Sampras said. “I 
kind of took it to him. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 5, 1991 

Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: With 
Mercury retrograde now it is going 
to be more difficult for you to put 
that new plan in effect even though 
you use your strong vitality and 
dynamic qualities that helped you 
in the past. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look to your income and your-, 
outlays now and see what you can 
do to put yourself in a better 
financial position then you have 
been before this. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
You can be very much interested in 
your personal appearance now for 
during the past day you should 
have gotten money matters 
straightened out. 

GEMINI: f May 21 to June 21) You 
now find that practically everyone 
is in a mood to be pushing their 
practical desires but its necessary 
for you to make more prepara- 
tions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You certainly are in the 
mood for some soda! pleasures 
and if you get in touch with good 
friends and you will be able to 
accomplish much. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the moment when you need to 
think about what is expected of 
you in the world of outside activity 
so be up and getting bigwigs 
advice. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are a number of dose 
pals who warn you to engage in 
some recreation with them but the 
time is now right for you to make 
some new allies. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a natural ability at 


doing things in a very conscientious 
and efficient manner until every 
item being in its right place. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you hare in mind 
- that does necessitate getting closer 
to a partner is fine now so ex- 
change views in a cooperative irian- 
licter. a.-i- . ' . . ; 

"SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A steady attack at 
work load now is excellent for you 
to get many things in back of you 
once and for all so avoid fun and 
do a good job. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the time for you 
to show you are the one who does 
realise the importance of some 
recreation that takes away buutup 
pressures. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the moment for you 
to do what your family wished 
although you would really like to 
go bouncing off to some tempting 
outside interest. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever means the most to 
you should be talked over with 
your usual allies and a better 
routine put in motion so that you 
ran enjoy the future. 

Today’s enud; If your child were 
born today she or he is a born 
trouble-shooter who gets into a lot 
of various situations from a desire 
to work out and resolve difficult 
circumstances. Their education 
will need to be highly specialised 
taking into account their basic ta- 
lents and unusual interests. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel, what you make of your life 
is largely up to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

■<'1090 Tribune Mtfli Senitem. me 


YOU READ IT HERE FIRST 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
4AK 
7 10 8 3 
v 5 4 

4 KQ 98 73 

WEST EAST 

4Q952 4 10 8 

9 J 94 9KQ72 

OQ10 761 0 K83 

4 J 4 10 ti 5 4 

SOUTH 
4 J 7643 
9 A65 

> A J 9 
4 A 2 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass I 4 Pass 1 * 

Pass 2 4 Pass 3 NT 

Pass 


Opening lead: Six of C- 
This hand was dealt in the trials 
to select Australia's entry for the 
world championship. It involves a 
theme discussed frequently in this 
column, yet both declarers over- 
looked the simple, though well con- 
cealed, precaution needed to land 
the contract. 

Both tables reached three no 
trump on the auction shown. With a 
better-than-numimum opening and 
a high honor in partner's six-card 


suit. South must have wondered 
whether there was any need to play 
out the hand. 

Both declarers received ihe lead 
of a low diamond, and both cap- 
tured East's king with the 2 ce. That 
was necessary, since there was a pos- 
sible second stopper in the suit and a 
hean shift might have proved fatal. 
Both declarers -cashed the ace of 
dubs and continued the suit, and 
when West showed out there was no 
way to make the hand— East had to 
gain the lead with a club and a dia- 
mond through the J 9 allowed West 
to score four tricks in the suit. 

Had the tend cropped up in du- 
plicate pairs, this line would have 
been beyond reproach. In a team 
match, however, the declarers 
should have looked into the possi- 
bility of an avoidance play — if East 
could be kept Off play, ihe contract 
was iron-dad. 

At trick two declarer should have 
led a low club from hand. Should 
West follow low, declarer would 
win in dummy and come to hand 
with the ace of clubs, looking for a 
3-2 split. But when West produces 
the jack, declarer can afford to 
duck— five dub tricks are all he 
needs. Now there is no way for East 
to gain the lead before declarer 
cashes out his nine tricks. 


FORECAST FORTHURSDAY APRIL 4, 1991 

Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

you say and do nothing that could 
in anyway upset someone dose to 
you and then you find what you 
want available. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novera- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Mer- 
enry goes retrograde today but you 
are even more determined to get 
things done through your own 
cleverness and intelligence which is 
fine so stop consulting with every- 
one you know. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have every sort of personal 
desire to do exactly what you 
please but the use of magnetism 
and poise brings you the best possi- 
ble results. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your lime to make son that 
you can avoid that ruckus that a 
highly temperamental person is 
trying to stir up so keep cool and 
calm. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Friends seem to be all mixed up 
but its best you do not yet try to 
use your fine logical mind to 
straighten them as they have their 
own ideas. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your day to follow 
whatever laws and regulations that 
apply to you and stop trying to get 
other to feel sorry for you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now find that you have all kinds of 
new ideas that seem able to get you 
out from under some present ten- 
sum but nevertheless you need 
more study of them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you regard as an 
obligation should now be attended 
to even though you feel you are 
being taken advantage of and if 
you must wait be quiet. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your time to make sure 


ber 21) You have many projects to 
do and you are all too apt to lose 
time and good wOl by thinking 
others should do your assignments 
while you play. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to- 
December 21) You want to have a 
good time and if you relax and let 
yourself fit into some plearam con- 
ditions instead of so frantically 
searching for fun. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can have that 
disagreement at home (hat is just 
what you don't want and can well 
live without so hold your tongue 
and show respect. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 ro Febru- 
ary 19) You have all kinds of 
desires to dash hither and you but 
be very careful on the highway or 
in motion or you can have an 
accident. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your need for more revenue is 
justly to be considered but avoid 
raking an y risks or chances or 
doing those things that could bring 
trouble. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born roday she or he has a remark- 
able ability to be completely fo- 
cused and absorbed in whatever is 
of importance to Them. From ear- 
lier days this child will need to be 
taught to be open-minded and to 
keep abreast of current conditions 
which will keep them from de- 
veloping prejudices. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Stanley isn't very good at Mexican 
cooking. He thought a burrito was 
a very small burro.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. 


tea’ rtftwy new mutual reaped 


MANUH 


MMMM 






□ 

/A 

LIE 


I 

c 

□ 

□ 

□ 



NIPPEG 

a 


n 



i 


REDGL 

IT 

□ 

c 


WHAT YOU 
SHOULDN'T FINE? IN/ 
A FRIENPLY 
HANC7SHAKE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Txxm rxxxy 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtes: EMPTY • DOUGH MIDWAY UPSHOT 
Answer. That efinner wasn't ve*y weH thought out but it 
oeredniy was this — ■'THAWED OUT" 


THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. Flragner 


ACROSS 
1 Bistro 
5 Building 
matertal 
9 Solos 
.14 Consumer 

15 Resound 

16 Swiss city 

17 Pipe part 

18 News bit 

19 Walking — 
(elated) 

20 Rice dish 

22 Unclose to 
poets 

23 Blood vessel 

24 5p. river 

26 Comment 
from Sandy 

27 Hun 

31 Bonanza 

36 Swain 

37 Inner: prat. 

38 In addition 

39 A way of 
convincing 

43 Dined 

44 Away: abbr. 

45 Melodic 

46 DA word 

49 Expires 

50 Biddy 

51 Hall of 
Fame's Waite 

53 Henry — 
Lodge 

56 Devotee 

57 Gr. letter 

62 IX shrine 

63 Mr. Redding 

i irs 

com 

68 Demolish 

69 Burglary 

70 Gainsay 

71 Bab follower 

DOWN 

1 Tooth, 
projection 

2 It city 

3 Experience 

4 Ms Sombeck 

5 Oahu wreath 

6 Performer 



SlWOTrtfiunfl Media SeiVicu, 
AS FUgffia Beacrwd 


7 Influential 

group 

8 To the heart 

9 Ready to sail 

10 Fled 

11 Munich's river 

12 Disembarked 

13 Evening In 
Sicily 

21 Lawbreaker 

25 Negotiate 
terms 

26 Deviation Irom 
the norm 

27 Syrian ViP 

28 Musical 
direction 

29 Radiais 

30 "How was — 
know?" 

32 Doctrine 

33 A musketeer 

34 Cut - (dee) 

35 Ore deposits 

40 Alphabet run 

41 Poetry Muse 

42 Inside dope 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


Eiaacia oaaa suuo 
00000 sono □□□G 
pgaaaaanaa anae 
Han anna □□□aaa 
EUUBU 

Bataan snaaaa 
oaaa - -bodoe naa 

EHEEBUUi 00001300 

□aa QQ0BQ - nonu 

agaasa aaaaaa 

QOQaa HBHQ 130 

□□aaaa aaaa ebb 

0000 HQQBBBEIiaU 
aaaa oana qeeqb 
gang Bcrno aaaaQ 


Biblical 
doubter 
comeback 
Kind of soup 
Singer Johnny 
Skin cream 
ingredient 


55 H'al" 

56 Victuals 
58 Planet 

so >sr, airline 

60 Fixed look 

61 Intimidated 
W Tricky 
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Profits 
of Credit 
Suisse fall 
by third 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — 
Credit Suisse. Switzerland's 
third-largest commercial bank, 
has posted a 31 per cent drop 
group net profit in 1990. 

Net profit fell to million Swiss 
francs ($399 million) last year 
from 7S3 million francs ($580 
million in 1989. the bank said. 

Consequently. Credit Suisse 
said it would propose cutting its 
dividend on 1990 earnings. It 
didn’t specify how much. 

The bank attributed the drop in 
net profit to a sharp decline in 
eamings from securities trading. 

Credit Suisse Chairman Robert 
Jeter described the decline as 
exceptional, and forecast that 
1991 eamings would return to 
“the good levels we achieved in 
1989." 

Cash flow of Credit Suisse, a 
unit of C.S. Holding was down 20 
per cent last year at 1.18 billion 
francs ($1.09 billion). 


Atari may build 
computers in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — U-S. -based 
Atari Coip. plans to invest $150 
million to make personal compu- 
ters and electronic games in Israel 
if the government invests in pro- 
ducing components, the industry 
ministry said Tuesday. 

“This is a breakthrough in fore- 
ign investment," ministry 
director-general Zvi Koren told 
Israel radio. 

But he said the Atari proposal 
depended on the establishment of 
factories to make parts for the 
Atari products, such as printed 
circuit boards and software, and 
serve other computer and electro- 
nic firms. 

Such a support network would 
cost $75 to $100 million, the 
ministry said. Koren said the 
cabinet could discuss the invest- 
ment proposal as soon as next 
week. 

“The government is not giving 
more money. It is giving guaran- 
tees for loans. If the industry is 
successful, then it will not cost the 
government anything. In the 
event the industry fails, the gov- 
ernment will share the losses,” he 


said. 

The proposal would be a boost 
to foreign investment in Israel, 
sorely needed to help the country 
absorb an influx of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants. 

It also coincides with Israel's 
desire to develop export-oriented 
industries, particularly in the 
high-tech field. 

Atari’s investment would be 
$150 million and the plant’s pro- 
jected sales would be $150 million 
a year, the ministry said. It would 
initially employ 600 people in- 
creasing to 1.000 within five 
years. 

Atari’s plan to transfer some 
operations from Taiwan to Israel 
indicates it wants to use Israel's 
free trade agreement with the 
European Community. To qual- 
ify for duty-free trade, the pro- 
duo: must include Israeli-made 
parts. 


The ministry believes the re- 
lated industries would employ 
2.000 people and have an export 
potential of $300 million to $500 
million. 


U.S. factory orders drop 
for 4th month in February 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Orders 
for factory goods fell in February 
for the fourth straight month, the 
government said Tuesday. 
Analysts said the 0.5 per cent 
drop was another sign that the 
manufacturing sector remained in 
a recession. 

“Certainly, in this series of 
numbers, (here doesn't seem to be 
any sign of a trough or bottom in 
the recession.” said Gilbert Benz, 
an economist with the Swiss Bank 
Corp. in New York. 

The Commerce Department 
said orders for durable and non- 
durable goods fell to $233.2 bil- 
lion after shrinking 1.6 per cent a 
month earlier. Factory orders 


have not risen since peaking at 
$255.0 billion last October. 

Benz said hewas concerned not 
only that “big-ticket" durable 
orders fell, but also that orders 
for non-durable goods including 
apparel and household goods de- 
clined. 

“There doesn't seem to be any 
demand by businesses or consum- 
ers at this point." he said. 

Orders for durable goods — 
big-ticket items ranging from cars 
to computers expected to last 
more than three years — slipped 
0.3 per cent to $117.5 billion. It 
was the third decline in the last 
four months, including a 2.0 per 
cent drop in January. 


pro- 


Orders for non-durable 
ducts fell for the fourth straight 
month, down 0.8 per cent to 
$115.8 billion after a 1.1 per cent 
decline in January. 

And orders for non-defence 
capital goods, often a barometer 
of business plans to expand and 
modernize, slipped 0.7 per cent 
following an 11.9 per cent plunge 
a month earlier. . 

“When aircraft orders are ex- 
cluded from non-defence capital 
goods, the decline was an even 
more severe 3.9 per cent,” said 
Marilyn Schaja, an economsit 
with Donaldson. Lufkin-and- 
Jenrette Securities Corp. in New 
York. 


Recession eats 
at Fortune 500 
corporations 


NEW YORK (AP) — The reces- 
sion dogged the U.S. biggest 
companies last year, but General 
Motors Corp. (G.M.) stayed no. 
1 despite $2 billion in losses. 
Fortune magazine said in its 
annual list of 500 top corpora- 
tions. 

A competing ranking by 
Forbes magazine of what it calls 
the “most powerful” American 
companies ignored G.M. entirely 
because the autOmaker didn't 
make any money in 1990. 

The weakened economy was 
the dominant theme in the rank- 
ings. Fortune said half of the 50 
largest industrial companies on its 
list lost money or earned less. 
Overall. Fortune 500 profits fell 
11.7 per cent, even though sales 
rose 6.1 per cent. 

G.M. with over $126 billion in 
revenues, retained the top spot 
despite a 0.8 per cent drop in 
sales. Ford Motor Co. slipped to 
no. 3 and Chrysler Corp. tumbled 
three spots to no. 11, reflecting a 
sour performance by the auto 
industry. 

Fortune bases its list on total 
sales and rates only industrial 
companies. The magazine also 
compiles separate rankings of the 
companies by profits, assets, 
stockholder equity and other 
financial indicators. 

Exxon Corp. rose to second 
place in sales on the Fortune list. 
Completing the top 10 were In- 
ternational Business Machines 
Corp. (IBM), Mobil Corp.. 
Genera] Electric Co.. Philip Mor- 
ris Cos., Texaco Inc., Dupont 
and Chevron Corp. 

Forbes also ranks 500 com- 
panies by sales, profits, assets and 
market value. To distinguish it- 
self from Fortune, it does a com- 
posite ranking across all categor- 
ies to determine the “super 50." 

On the composite list. General 
Electric Co. replaced G.M. as 
Forbes’ “most powerful" com- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, April 3, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


Sen 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutxhemark 
Swiss franc 


Boy 

677.0 -■ 681.0 
1198.9 1206.1 
403.3 405.7 
476.1 479.0 


French franc 
Japanese yen ffbr 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


119.0 
491.2 
357.9 
111.5 
54.1 

196.0 


119.7 

494.1 
360.0 

112.2 
54.4 

1972 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.7745/55 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1551/56 

Canadian dollar 

1.6720/27 

Deutschemarks 

1.8845/55 

Dutch guilders 

1.4180/87 

Swiss francs 

34.40/44 

Belgian francs 

5.6650/6700 

French francs 

1246/1247 

Italian lire 

137.35/45 

Japanese yen 

6.0480/80 

Swedish crowns 

6.5070/20 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4100/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 358.20/358.70 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed sharply higher after Wall Street and the 
yen both made gains on Tuesday. The Nikkei index rose 528.06 
points, or 2.01 per cent, to 26.780.06. 

SYDNEY — Shares cautiously tracked bullish overseas markets to 
close higher in relatively light turnover. The All Ordinaries index 
ended 22.2 points higher at 1,457.0. 

HONG KONG — The market's bull ran showed few signs of 
faltering as fresh buy orders drove the Hang Seng index up 79.91 
points to end 2.1 per cent higher at 3,869.70. 

SINGAPORE — Shares closed mixed after selective bargain 
hunting alternated with profit-taking. The Straits Times Industrial 
index closed at 1,488.01, up 7.52 points. 

BOMBAY — Prices finished mixed after a bullish opening for the 
third day. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index soared to 1,217.76 
points in early trade but fell to 1.202.90, down 6.33 points from 
Tuesday’s close. The National Index finished 0.23 points higher at 
604.22. 

FRANKFURT — The market surged 2.5 per cent on domestic and 
foreign buying. The DAX ended 38.88 points higher at 1,577.50. 
ZURICH — Shares dosed over one per cent higher, encouraged 
by Wall Street's strong gains. The SPI index rose 13.1 points, or 
1.23 per cent, to 1,074.1. 

LONDON — The FTSE 100 index ended at a record closing high 
of 2,519.1 points, up 30.8, supported by a mostly steady 
performance from the Dow Jones Industrial index. 
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pany, followed by Exxon, IBM. 
Philip Morris, American 
Telephone-and-Telegraph Co. 
(AT-and-T), Mobil, Chevron, 
Dupont, Ford and Amoco Corp. 

AT-and-T was not on For- 
tune's list because it is not an 
industrial company. The Forbes 
list includes service companies, 
retailers, financial institutions 
and utilities in addition to manu- 
facturers. 

The lists showed how the reces- 
sion touched major sectors of the 
economy. 


Sales sank 96 per cent among 
transportation equipment com- 
panies in the Fortune 500, 79 per 
cent in textiles, 51 per cent in 
building materials, 11 per cent in 
metals, and 27 per cent in motor 
vehicles and parts. 

G.M. lost $1,986 billion to fin- 
ish 173rd in profits. Ford made 
$860 million — a 79 per cent 
decline — and Chrysler reported 
just $68 million in earnings, about 
as much as no. 186 Loctite Corp., 
which makes adhesives. 

Occidental Petroleum Corp., 
which after founder Armand 
Hammer died announced a huge 
restructuring charge to pay for 
ailing projects, lost $1.7 billion 
but held on at no. 16 on the 
Fortune list. 

Wang Laboratories Inc. lost 
$716 million and dropped 22 
places to 169th. General Dyna- 
mics Corp, fall to 18th from 11th 
after losing $578 million. Beth- 
lehem Steel Corp. lost $161 mil- 
lion and slipped to 106th from 
95th. 

The Gulf crisis and resulting 
rise in oil prices helped the pet- 
roleum refining industry stay 
healthy, with profits 32.6 per cent 
higher. 


MAID MISSING 



The Filipina maid Antosa S^ta- 
— see photo above — was 
reported missing from her em- 
ployer’s house for more than 
seven months, and has not 
returned since then, despite 
informing the police about her 
disappearance. Therefore, 
anyone who conceals informa- 
tion about her or provides her 
with shelter will be legally li- 
able. 


The sponsor. 


Saudis said to discourage 
dealings with some banks 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has asked domestic banks to 
think twice about dealing with a 
token number of foreign banks 
which treated them badly during 
the Gulf crisis, Saudi-based bank- 
ers have said. 

But they said the instructions, 
which were given verbally to the 
kingdom’s 12 commercial banks 
last month, was not an official 
blacklisting and would have little 
impact on the six foreign banks 
named. 

Saudi financial authorities in- 
tended mainly to signal their dis- 
pleasure with the way many inter- 
national banks reacted to the 
crisis by singling out a few which 
were the first to arbitrarily cut 
credit lines to the area, the bank- 
ers said. 

The affected banks were 
Japan’s Sanwa Bank Ltd and 
Tokai Bank Ltd, the Royal Bank 
of Canada, the Bank of Mon- 
treal, the Bank of Taiwan and the 
Taiwan-based International 
Commercial Bank of China. 

“There is nothing official, no- 
thing in writing,” said a managing 
director of one of the kingdom's 
nine joint venture banks. “They 
simply contacted us and said 
these six banks treated Saudi 
banks very badly during the crisis 
and we think you should think 
twice about dealing with them.” 

“It’s not being taken very 
seriously. It’s just a sign that 
SAMA (The Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency) won't take 


tilings lying down... they want to 
make their displeasure known,” a 
general manager of one of the 
kingdom’s biggest banks said. 

All Gulf-based banks were hurt 
by a loss of international confi- 
dence after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

SAMA, like other central 
banks in the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — 
asked Saudi banks in August to 
proride lists of names of firms 
which were quickest to cut credit 
lines and refuse to do business 
with them. 

The other GCC members, 
apart from Kuwait, affected by 
the crisis — Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — have not taken follow-up 
action on the lists. Gulf-based 
bankers said. 

Senior bankers in Saudi Arabia 
said they would continue to deal 
with the six banks singled out for 
disapproval if they needed to but 
would try to give their business to 
others. None of the six were 
major players in the area, they 
stud. 


national banks reacted negatively 
to them during the Gulf crisis but 


many were willing to restore cre- 
dit lines or other kinds of business 


they had suspended after discus- 
sing the issue. 

The six banks named were 
slowest to respond and some had 
even refused to accept letters of 
credit or even $1,000 drafts from 
Uicit clients during the crisis, the 
bankers said. 


“SAMA is hoping that if any- 
thing like this ever happens 
again, banks wifi not be so quick 
to cut off their relations,” one 
Saudi banker said. 

“But I don't think it will last 
very long. These six banks will be 
very keen to make amends," he 
said. 

A spokesman for Sanwa Bank 
in the Middle East denied that it 
had ever decided to formally sus- 
pend credit lines to Saudi banks 
during the crisis. Saadi banks 
were continuing to place laTge 
amounts of money with Sanwa. 
be said. 


“Business is business. Unless 
there is an official black list I will 
deal with an^ of these banks if I 
need their business,'' one banker 
said. 

“However, I'm going to choose 
someone else who was more 
reasonable during the crisis if I 
have a choice,” he added. 

Saudi bankers said most inter- 


“Sanwa headquarters never 
gave instructions to its branches 
to suspend credit lines to Saudi 
banks and did not refuse to take 
money from them... but indi- 
vidual dealers not familiar with 
the Middle East may have done 
this,” be said. 

“We are still taking large 
amounts of deposits from Saudi 
banks — nothing has changed." 
he added. 


Shocked Soviet shoppers weep 
and curse at steep price rises 


MOSCOW (R) — Shocked 
Soviet consumers wept and 
cursed in shops across Moscow 
Tuesday as they caught their first 
glimpse of new price tags. 

Elderly women carrying bulky 
plastic bags who had survived the 
darkest periods in Soviet history 
now wondered if life could get 
any worse. 

“It’s a nightmare it’s a mock- 
ery” said 67-year-old Nina Ivano- 
va. tears streaming down her 
wrinkled cheeks. 

' “We are so abused and humili- 
ated. We are like cattle in this 
country. How does the govern- 
ment think we can afford to eat?” 
she asked, standing in an ornate, 
pre-revolutionary shop in the 
centre of the capital. 

Shopkeepers attempted to 
calm the crowds while themselves 
questioning whether the Soviet 
government's bold derision to in- 
crease prices by as much as 250 
per cent will actually curb severe 
shortages. 

“I don’t think there will be 
more goods after price reforms.” 


said Nina Pavlova, a store mana- 
ger- 

“The entire process of produc- 
tion in this country is in a poor 
state, and price reform will not 
solve this problem,” she said. 

Consumers had been warned of 
steep price rises since last year, 
when former prime minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov set off a wave of 


panic buying by saying price re- 


was vital to moving towards 
a market economy. 

Last month, consumers were 
told prices would go up on April 2 


and. a few days agp^jhey were 0 


HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
Anglican Church 

SERVICES IN ENGLISH 


Maundy Thursday April 
Gocxi Friday. April 5 

Holy Saturday, April 


Easter Day, April 7 


5:00 pm Eucharist with Washing of feet 
6:00 pm Good Friday Service (Arabic/English) 

8r00 pm Easter Vigil with Renewal of 
Baptismal Vows 

6:60 am Dawn Sendee at Mount Nebo 
6:30 pm Easter Eucharist 


Tel: 628543 


FOR SALE 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: AMMAN 


Weil mairtained ranstnxtf on equipment arejpl^ 

For example: 

☆ 15/20 tonne Mobile Crane (1500 hours use only) 

JCB Excavator and Accessories (171 hours only) 

350KVA Generators (Cummins) 

CAT 950 Excavator (2000 hours use only) 

Poclain 75p Excavator (1300 hours use only) 

Arbau Batching Plant (PB 35Z) - 35cu.m. per hour 

☆ Together with Fork Lifts, Dumpers, Compressors. Concrete 
Mixers, Lighting Towers, Workshop Machinery, etc., etc.. 

ir Also Scaffolding, Trench Sheeting, Formwork Supports, 
Roadforms, Small Tods. etc., etc.. 

Can be viewed at our workshop in Amman 
Please telephone (6) 732195 for appointment 



AT THE BRITISH COUNCIL 

Arabic Classes 

Colloquial Jordanian Arabic 
for BEGINNERS 

Dates: twice weekly, evenings, 21 
April — 18 June 
Fee JD 70 

Registration: 3,6,9,10 April, 

1 pm to 5 pm 


even told the new state prices o 
many goods. 

But when they arrived in stores 
Tuesday, they discovered that 
many prices on basic items were 
even higher than those the gov- 
ernment had announced. 

Beef that last week sold for two 
roubles per kilogramme was ex- 
pected to increase to seven rou- 
bles. But meat sold in many 
stores Tuesday carried a price tag 
of 16.5 roubles. 

Milk, which last week cost 36 
kopecks, was expected to go up 
to 50 kopecks. Tuesday, the price 
was 90 kopecks. 

And butter that last week cost 
3.6 roubles a kilogramme was 
expected to increase to 8.8 rou- 
bles. Tuesday, it sold for 12.5 
roubles. 

For Soviet consumers earning 
an average salary of 270 roubles 
per month, 16 roubles for a kilog- 
ramme of meat is about six per 
cent of their earnings. The gov- 
ernment has promised compensa- 
tion, with supplements aimed 
particularly at families. 

“The only way I will survive is 
through the stocks of goods I 


have been collecting over the last 
two months,” said Ludmila Kiril- 
lina. 43. 

“I have bought a number of 
things in cans, but once that runs 
out I will have to change my diet. 
The government should resign 
because it has decided to cover its 
cost by making people suffer," 
she said. 

Shop managers said govern- 
ment authorities were wrong to 
announce fixed prices while at the 
same time allowing producers to 
charge free prices on goods sold 
-jo the state. r 

The discrepancy has under- 
scored the economic chaos 
sweeping the Soviet Union. 
While the government has per- 
mitted producers to set free 
prices in an attempt to move 
towards a market economy, it 
also has tried to ding to price 
fixing, a major element in a 
central-planning. 

“When I came here today T was 
shocked,” said Olga Granovich, 
70. “They announced that butter 
wifi cost eight roubles. But look 
at the price. How can I survive on 
a pension of 150 roubles?" 

"We are becoming beggars, 
real beggars." lamented Natalya 
Antonova, coming out of a bread 
store crowded with shoppers. 
“Our salaries are not going up — 
the only tiling that awaits ns and 
our children is poverty.” 

“This is just another step in a 
number of economic measures by 
the government and in a short 
.whDe I hope we will feel the 
results," said Gorbachev's 
spokesman. Vitaly Ignatenko. 

There were no reports of un- 
rest in the country Tuesday due 
to the price increases. 
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Russian leader suffers string 
of defeats in parliament 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian Federation leader Boris 
Yeltsin suffered a setback in his 
campaign against central Kremlin 
rule Wednesday when Commun- 
ist deputies voted down his call 
for swift direct elections to an 
executive presidency. 

The vote was one of a series of 
defeats Wednesday for Yeltsin, 
who would almost certainly win 
any election for the Russian pres- 
idency and thereby strengthen his 
hand against rival Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The Congress of People's De- 
puties. the republic's highest 
legislature, rejected by a clear 
margin Yeltsin’s request that the 
lower sitting parliament should 
arrange for the holding of elec- 
tions at the end of May or begin- 
ning of June. 

The population of Russia, by 
far the most powerful of the 15 
Soviet republics, voted in favour 
of a directly elected Russian pres- 
ident at a referendum last month. 
But hardliners and many more- 
moderate Communists fear this 
could unleash a fierce power 
struggle between Yeltsin and 
Gorbachev. 

Both men were elected to their 
present positions by their respec- 
tive parliaments. 

The congress, debating a re- 
solution on last week’s report by 
Yeltsin, adopted a vaguer prop- 
osal for the lower parliament to 
work on legislation for an execu- 
tive presidency. But it set no 


timescale. 

The congress, which elected 
Yeltsin its leader by only a nar- 
row margin 10 months ago and 
now proves only a tenuous power 
base, also rejected Yeltsin’s call 
in a speech last week for a Soviet 
government of national confi- 
dence to save the country from 
economic and political chaos. 

And it dismissed Yeltsin’s plan, 
mooted last November at talks 
with Gorbachev, for a round 
table body involving liberal and 
some Communist groups. 

Hardline Communists called 
the congress meeting, which be- 
gan Thursday, aiming to block 
Yeltsin’s efforts to wrest control 
from Soviet authorities or even to 
remove him as leader. 

But Russian Communist Party 
leader Ivan Polozkov. while 
maintaining his opposition to 
Yeltsin, acknowledged Tuesday 
the time was “not right” for a 
change in the Russian leadership. 

Meanwhile violence flared in 
the aftennath of Georgia's re- 
sounding independence vote, and 
one prominent politician said 
Tuesday he feared the Kremlin 
would send troops into the frac- 
tious southern republic. 

Ethnic fighting broke out 
5honly the polls closed Sunday in 
one section of the fractious south- 
ern republic, where Georgians 
voted 98 per cent in favour of 
restoring their pre-Worid War I 
independence status. 

On Monday, the national 


legislature authorised President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to impose a 
state of emergency and deploy 
troops in an area of the republic 
tom by ethnic violence. 

Gorbachev had not issued the 
order by Tuesday evening, and 
his spokesman said he would 
have no public comment on the 
referendum, which the Kremlin 
says was unconstitutional. 

“We treat it as a sociological 
study,” presidential spokesman 
Vitaly Ignatenko told a regular 
news briefing. 

But Vakhtang Khmaladze. de- 
puty chairman of Georgia’s Elec- 
toral Commission, said Tuesday 
he feared the legislature’s action 
was a response to the independ- 
ence vote. 

“This is a direct result of an 
exceptionally active participation 
of the population in the referen- 
dum and of the support by the 
overwhelming part of the popula- 
tion to the restoration of Geor- 
gian independence.” he told the 


Muslim South Ossetians and 
Christian Georgians has already 
claimed more than 50 lives. 

Slightly more than 90 per cent 
of Georgia’s 3.6 million eligible 
voters participated in the referen- 
dum, Infogeorgia reported. Of 
those, 3,266,285 people or 98 per 
cent, voted for independence, it 
said. 

The Georgian legislature took 
issue Tuesday with a resolution 
by Russian lawmakers last week 
demanding they recognise South 
Ossetia's claims to independence 
from Georgia. 

The resolution is a “rude in- 
terference” in Georgia’s internal 
affairs, TASS repotted. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported Tuesday that 
Georgian President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia, who has yet to com- 
ment publicly on the referendum 
results, has sent a letter to Gorb- 
chev saying unspecified “resolute 
measures” have been taken to 


independent Infogeorgia News- *£P , the bloodshed in South 


Agency. 

He also is deputy chairman of 
the Democratic Choice for Geor- 
gia. a nationalist political orga- 
nisation. 

Khmaladze said a bomb hit a 
house and killed one man. an 
ethnic Georgian, when ethnic 
fighting erupted an hour after the 
polls closed in the town of Selo 
Nikozi, which borders the trou- 
bled South Ossetia region. 

Fighting between the mainly 


The letter, sent Monday, was a 
response to a telegram sent by 
Gorbachev last week following a 
sharp increase in violence in 
South Ossetia and the regional 
capital, Tskhinvali. 

Gorbachev had proposed “im- 
mediate measures be taken to 
stop the bloodshed and actions by 
gunmen, to thwart their inten- 
tions to capture and destroy vil- 
lages and to begin negotiations.” 


Bomb blasts rock Athens neighbourhood Soviet 

ATHENS (R) — A series of made explosive devices went off Gulf war began in January, hit- ■ 

bomb explosions in an Athens in the Kolonaki area of the capit- ting U.S., British and French CO ill U i Oil l ISG 
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of the vehicles belonged to fore- 
ign diplomats and three had fore- 
ign licence plates, the radio said. 

Leftist guerrillas have mounted 


ATHENS (R) — A series of 
bomb explosions in an Athens 
neighbourhood Wednesday dam- 
aged houses and cars, including 
two vehicles belonging to foreign 
diplomats, but caused no injuries. 
Greek Radio said. 

The radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), said residents ran out of 
their houses in panic after home- 


u.s. 

returns 
in peace 
to Laos 

BANGKOK (R) — American 
officials are returning in force to 
Laos, the tiny but resilient nation 
the United States failed to over- 
whelm with millions of tons of 
bombs and thousands of CIA 
agents during the Vietnam War. 

This time the Americans are 
welcome. 

The improvement in ties be- 
tween ihe two countries is expec- 
ted to be cemented by the upgrad- 
ing of relations from charge d'af- 
faires to full ambassadorial level 
soon, diplomats in Vientiane 
said. 

"Full normalisation is just a 
matter of lime.” said one. 

Unlike ties with neighbouring 
Vietnam, which have remained 
frozen since the war ended in 
1975. Washington has always 
kept a presence in Vientiane and 
has quietly supplied food and 
medical aid when asked. 

Bui in interviews last week in 
Vientiane, diplomats and Lao 
officials said it was only in the 
past two years that Laos, im- 
poverished by war and fending 
for itself after the withdrawal of 
Soviet funds, had asked to clear 
up lingering misunderstandings. 

After years of dragging its feet. 
Vientiane is ready to cooperate 
on two main issues dose to 
Washington's bean — drug sup- 
pression and accounting for U.S. 
service me o listed as missing in 
action during the Vietnam War. 

“There seems to be a general 
recognition that the United States 
is an' important player, and for all 
their disagreeable experiences 
the Lao appear to feel comfort- 
able with the U.S.," said one 
diplomat. 

High-level contacts, the first 
between the two countries since 
the mid-1970s, began last year 
and soon came thick and fast. 
They were crowned by a meeting 
of U.S. Secretarty of State James 
Baker and Lao Foreign Minister 
Pboune Sipraseut at the United 
Nations last October. 

Now. after an interval of 15 
years, Americans are returning to 
the scene of one of their country's 
darker episodes. 

Under U.S. guidance the 
sleepy backwater turned into a 
cold war battlefield, as Washing- 
ton contested Chinese and Soviet 
interests with one of the heaviest 
bombardments in history. 

Now the guerrillas they failed 
to repress rule the country and 
seem more than happy to put the 
past behind them. 

“Yes. deep in our heart we 
remember these things, but we 
have to be practical.” said one offi- 
cial. “We need all the help people 
are willing to give us.” 

The United States seems keen 
to oblige. 
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Leftist guerrillas have mounted day which wrecked two central 
an escalating rocket and bomb Athens offices of the U.S. bank 0 
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U.S. reportedly developing 

- . n 7 not resolve a dispute blocking the 

rocket for Star Wars conventional Forces in Europe 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Defence Department is 
secretly developing a nuclear 
reactor-powered rocket that 
could lift huge weapons or satel- 
lites into space, newspapers re- 
ported Wednesday. 

The rocket is years from com- 
pletion. but researchers have 
already studied possible hazards 
associated with a sub-orbital test 
flight that could pass over the 
Antarctic and New Zealand, 
according to secret government 
documents obtained by the New 
York Times and the Washington 
Post. 

The rocket is being developed 
under the Pentagon's Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI) prog- 
ramme. or Star Wars as it is 
popularly known, that is based on 
building in space an impenetrable 
defence against missile attacks. 

The newspapers said they 
learned of the development from 
the Federation of American Sci- 
entists. a private group ba>ed in 
Washington that has opposed the 
Star Wars project. 

The nuciear-pcwcrcd rocket, 
scientists and the secret docu- 
ments disclose, could offer far 
greater thrust than existing rock- 
ers. but could pose a greater 


safety hazard in any accident, 
according to both papers. 

Pentagon officials declined to 
comment on the programme. 

U.S. officials have told Con- 
gress that nuclear reactors on 
future space vehicles would not 
be started until they had been 
orbited at a high enough altitude 
to prevent dangerous radioactive 
material from re-entering the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

Experts at Sandia National 
Laboratories in Albuquerque. 
New Mexico, estimate the chance 
of a crash-landing in New Zea- 
land at 4.5 out of 10.000. 

Ground tests associated with 
the reactor have been set for a 
remote pan of a government 
nuclear test site in Nevada. Re- 
searches have tested fuel ele- 
ments for a prototype reactor. 

The Times said the reactor 
would be different from power 
packs used in deeper space probes 
launched by the U.S. Space agen- 
cy. Unlike the NASA (National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration) probes, which rely on a 
battery-like device that uses natu- 
ral radioactive decay, this rocket 
would have a true reactor that 
splits atoms. 


Britain grilled on civil 
rights by U.N. committee 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Bri- 
tain was asked point-blank if its 
policies are “keeping blacks wait- 
ing in the wings,” as its represen- 
tatives faced a second day of 
questioning by a United Nations 
Committee on Civil Rights. 

John Hailiday, deputy under- 
secretary of state at the Home 
Office and Britain's chief repre- 
sentative at the three-day hearing, 
admitted the existence of pre- 
judice. But he said the govern- 
ment was taking steps to combat 
it. especially in housing, employ- 
ment and service in public facili- 
ties. 

Britain's policy towards blacks 
was raised during a session that 
also touched on the treatment of 
suspected terrorists in Northern 
Ireland and plans for securing 
human rights safeguards for 
Hong Kong once the territory 
reverts to Chinese rule in 1997. 

The nations, such as Britain., 
that have signed the 53-article 
International Covenant of Civil 
and Political Rights periodically 
have their human rights records 
reviewed. 

The committee has no formal 
powers, but human rights advo- 
cates argue that a nation’s 
appearance before the committee 
puts its record under public scru- 
tiny. 

Hong Kong Solicitor General 
Frank Stock iold the committee 
that in the colony's basic law, 
written to replace the colonial 
letters patent under which Hong 
Kong now is being ruled, “no 


Hong Kong law shall contravene” 
the covenant. 

Human rights advocates are 
concerned teat Hong Kong laws 


compromise offered by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev will 
not resolve a dispute blocking the 
Conve ntional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) treaty, a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

Gorbachev, responding to a 
letter from President George 
Bush, “elaborated on the basic 
proposal he presented in Moscow 
(last month) but it still falls way 
short of what would be accept- 
able to the other nations and to 
the United States,” he told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

“Each time we discuss it with 
them one detects nuances and 
one wonders what that means. 
But again they are working at the 
margins of the problem. The 
Soviets haven't stepped up to the 
big part of the problem.” the 
official added, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Despite this, the official was 
optimistic that the dispute could 
be resolved sooner rather than 
later and the treaty salvaged, 
although he admitted rising 
Soviet political opposition to 
Gorbachev was a “great uncer- 
tainty.” 

Although signed amid much 
hoopla in Pa ris la st Nov. 19 by 23 
nations, the CFE pact mandating 
sweeping reductions in Soviet 
conventional forces and less se- 
vere cuts in U .S. and allied forces 
has not been ratified and im- 
plemented . 

The most important involves 
Moscow’s attempt to reclassify 
three army mechanised rifle divi- 
sions as coastal defence units in 
an effort to save 3.000-5,000 
tanks, artillery and armoured 
personnel carri ers fr om destruc- 
tion under the CFE mandate. 


Novelist 

Graham 

Greene 

dies 

VEVEY, Switzerland (R) — 
British novelist Graham Greene 
died Wednesday aged 86, his 
daughter Caroline Bourget told 
Reuters. 

Bourget said Greene died of a 
blood disease at 11:35 a.m. (0935 
GMT) at a hospital in the Lake 
Geneva dty of Vevey. 

“He’s had a good life, you 
know,” she tearfully told Reuters 
by telephone. 

She declined to speak farther 
and said the date and arrange- 
ments for the funeral had not yet 
been fixed. 

Greene, widely regarded as 
one of the century’s leading wri- 
ters, wrote The Power And The 
Glory, Onr Man In Havana, The 
Third Man and dozens of other 
novels. 

He left his longtime home in 
Antibes, in the south of France, 
last year to seek medical treat- 
ment in Switzerland. 

Born of middle-class parents in 
the town of Berkhamsted, 
northwest of London, Greene 
was still at school when he began 
to travel along unconventional 
paths. 

His experiences included alco- 
hol, drags, psychoanalysis, a 
flirtation with communism and 
the British secret service. 

All these, tempered by the 
Roman Catholicism he adopted 
while at Oxford University, pro- 
vided material for some 60 liter- 
ary works. 

Greene began work as a sub- 
editor on the Times of London in 
1926, leaving to become a full- 
time writer on the strength of a 
relatively successful first novel. 
The Main Within. 

Eight more works before 
World War □ enhanced a grow- 


Croatia pulls forces out of 
Serb-dominated region 


BELGRADE (AP) — Thefeder- al Park, 100 kilometres south of 
al presidency met for the third Zagreb, the Croatian capital, 
day Wednesday to seek a resolu- The police had moved into the 
lion to deep ethnic and political park Sunday to drive out Serbs 
disputes which flared In a bloody who had seized it two days ear- 
weekend clash. lier. They were ambushed, and 

Belgrade Radio said Croatia the fighting left an officer and an 
withdrew special police from the ethnic Serb dead and 21 people 
site of last weekend's ambush by injured. 

ethnic Serbs in the Serb- The federal army had warned 
dominated Krajina region of Croatia to move its special police 
Croatia, in which two people out of Plitvice, and set a deadline 
were killed. The withdrawal les- Tuesday afternoon for the pull- 
sened tensions. out. 

The eight-man federal pres- Boijkovac told reporters Tues- 
idency met in an expanded ses- day that regular Croatian police 
sion with the presidents of all six were still in control of the park 
Yugoslav republics. The federal area. 

presidency and the republic lead- “There is peace and order in 
ers are separate. Plitvice today, and this was the 

On Tuesday, Serbia's paiiia- goal of the action of the Ministry 
ment met in emergency session to of the Interior," he said, 
discuss the status of ethnic Serbs The federal presidency, which 
in Krajina and their declaration formally controls the army, sent 
Monday that they were joining two of its members to Zagreb late 
Serbia. Tuesday for talks with Croatian 

The government of Croatia, President Franjo Tudjman on the 
Serbia's main rival, had de- crisis. 

nounced the declaration. Tudjman declared on televi- 

The Serbian parliament stop- sion that the federal presidency 
ped short of endorsing annexa- should “condemn the illegal and 
don of Krajina. a move which anti-constitutional decision to 
almost certainly would lead to create the so-called Serbian auton- 
dvil war between Serbia, Yugos- omous region of Krajina.” 
lavia’s largest republic, and The longtime enmity among 
Croatia, the second-largest. Croatians and Serbs has 

Instead, it issued a statement worsened in recent months with 

that Croatia would be “exclusive- the decision* of Croatia and its 
ly responsible” for a worsening of ally, Slovenia, to seek near- 
the situation in Krajina, which independence within Yugoslavia 
makes up about 25 per cent of or leave the federation entirely. 
Croatia’s territory. A large por- The two westernmost of Yugosla- 
tion of the 500.000 Serbs in via’s six republics »have elected 
Croatia live there. conservative governments. 

It called for “a peaceful and Serbia's Marxists seek a strong 
democratic settling of the crisis of central government based in Bel- 
the Yugoslav community.” . grade, the Serbian and national 
Croatian Interior Minister capital. 

Josip Boijkovac Tuesday ordered Serbia insists on continuing the 
the withdrawal of heavily armed Yugoslav Federation, but says it 
special police the Plitvice Nation- will seize Krajina 



out. 

Boijkovac told reporters Tues- 
day that regular Croatian police 
were still in control of the park 
area. 

“There is peace and order in 
Plitvice today, and this was the 
goal of the action of the Ministry 
of the Interior,” he said. 

The federal presidency, which 
formally controls the army, sent 
two of its members to Zagreb late 
Tuesday for talks witii Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman on the 
crisis. 

Tudjman declared on televi- 
sion that ti\e federal presidency 
should “condemn the illegal and 
anti-constitutional decision to 
create the so-called Serbian auton- 
omous region of Krajina.” 

The longtime enmity among 
Croatians and Serbs has 
worsened in recent months with 
the decision 1 of Croatia and its 
ally, Slovenia, to seek near- 
independence within Yugoslavia 
or leave the federation entirely. 
The two westernmost of Yugosla- 
via’s six republics »have elected 
conservative governments. 

Serbia's Marxists seek a strong 
central government based in Bel- 
grade, the Serbian and national 
capital. 

Serbia insists on continuing the 
Yugoslav Federation, but says it 
will seize Krajina 
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Glory. 

Greene had more screen 
adaptations than any other mod- 
em author and was translated 
into 27 languages with sales ex- 
ceeding 20 million. 

Bom on Oct. 2, 1904, Greene 
was the fourth of six children of a 
headmaster. His younger brother 
Hugh, who died in February 
1987, was for 10 years director- 
general of the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation. 


YAOUNDE (R) — Thousands 
of street hawkers and students 
clashed with riot police in the 
centre of the Cameroon capital 
Yaounde Wednesday in escalat- 
ing protest aginst President Paul 
Biya's one-party rale. 

Witnesses saw police firing 
reaigas grenades at the crowd and 
kicking and clubbing many de- 
monstrators. 

Protesters threw up street bar- 


ricades. burning one bus and 
smashing windows in two others. 

Witnesses said the hawkers, 
backed by students, wanted to 
stage a rally demanding freedom 
for political prisoners and a 
national conference to chart poli- 
tical reforms in the central Afri- 
can country. 

Violence erupted when police 
allegedly drove a water cannon 
truck over the hawkers' goods. 


Detained Ershad takes oath as MP 


DHAKA (R) — Former Bang- 
ladeshi President Hussein 
Mohammad Ershad proclaimed 
his innocence of corruption 
charges after being sworn in as a 
member of parliament Wednes- 
day amid tight security. 

He told reporters after a 
swearing-in ceremony that be was 
confident of victory in a presiden- 
tial election expected by June, 

Ershad, detained at a private 
villa since being ousted from 
power three months ago, was 
brought to parliament in a police 
jeep escorted by a convoy of 
security vehicles. 

Wearing a blue blazer and ma- 
roon tie, the former president 
walked to the parliament's ball, 
where Chief Election Commis- 
sioner Justice Abdur Rouf admi- 
nistered the oath of office to 
Ershad and other members of 
parliament from his Jatiya Party. 

Among the group was former 
Vice-President Moudud Ahmad 
and ex-interior Minister Mahxnu- 
dul Hasan, who’ were briefly 
allowed out of Dhaka Central jail 
for the swearing-in. 

Absent were former Prime 
Minister Kazi Zafar Ahmad and 
two other ministers who were 
elected in the Feb. 27 elections 


but have remained in hiding. 

Jatiya sources earlier said the 
three might turn up for the oath- 
taking and give themselves up to 
police. 

Ershad, a general who seized 
power in a 1982 bloodless coup, 
resigned on Dec. 6 after a violent 
opposition campaign. 

A special tribunal is now frying 
him for keeping illegal firearms 
and amassing wealth through cor- 
rupt means. 

Ershad told reporters after tire 
swearing-in that he had been 
falsely implicated. 

“I am being falsely charged. 
People still love me and it has 
been reflected in the success of 
the Jatiya Party in the elections. 
What I want is a fair trial,” he 
said. 

Ershad will not be allowed to 
stand for president if found guilty 
of the charges against him. 

Jatiya emerged the third largest 
group in parliament in the Feb. 
27 elections with 35 of the 300 
elected seats. Ershad himself won 
five seats in his northern home 
district, Rangpur. 

He said he ted not feel sorry for 
tiie deaths of nearly 100 people 
killed by police during attempts 
to force him from power. 


“There was a complete lawless- 
ness and police fried to restore 
<sder,” he said. Eishad added 
that be had quit power to show 
respect for democracy. 

“There was no coup attempt 
and the army was loyal to me. 
But 1 decided to quit to show 
respect for democracy, pave the 
way for peaceful elections and 
also to see bow the new incum- 
bents ran tins country.” 

The ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party of Prime Minis- 
ter Begum Khaleda Zia is 12 seats 
short of an absolute majority io 
the new parliament, but the fon- 
damentalist Jamaat-E-Islami, 
which has 18 seats, has promised 
backing. 

Ershad presided over a meet- 
ing of Jatiya Party parliamenta- 
rians before being taken back to 
detention. 

Initially Jatiya Party members 
of parliament said they would not 
attend the swearing-in unless 
Ershad was freed from detention. 

However acting Jatiya chief 
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhmy 
said Tuesday they bad changed 
their minds because “our fight for 
democracy and fairness in politics 
will not be very effective if we 
stay out of parliament.” 
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Los Angles mayor asks police chief to resign 

closed court trials and censorship LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — Angeles. That is why, today. I lion. n n thi 

of mail, could be implemented in Mayor Tom Bradley has asked called upon Daryl Gates to res- Bradley said racist jokes made He 


of mail, could be implemented in 
the post-1997 world. 

But assistant Hong Kong Soli- 
citor General Philip Dykes 
argued that the laws, which he 
said bad been dormant for years, 
would be examined. 

‘The government will under- 
take a review of the ordinances 
(to make sure) they conform to 
the bill of rights.” he said. 

A 24-article draft bfll of rights 
for Hong Kong is scheduled to be 
enacted later this year. However, 
a review does not ensure that the 
laws in question would be abo- 
lished, he told Reuters. 

The Soviet Union’s representa- 
tive noted the “need to fight 
terrorism” but said he was still 
concerned about how emergency 
powers are invoked in Northern 
Ireland. 

“I am not satisfied with tire 
explanation given by the (British) 
delegation. I think there can be 
ways out of the (terrorism) situa- 
tion and it is up to the state to 
find them," Rein Avovicb Myul- 
lerson of the Soviet Union said in 
the open hearing. 

Hailiday argued that “the pre- 
sumption of innocence remains in 
Northern Ireland ... PC one is 
obligated to make a statement 
incriminating oneself.” 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Mayor Tom Bradley has asked 
embattled police chief Daryl 
Gates to resign over the 
videotaped beating of a black 
motorist by several white officers, 
but the chief refused. 

At a press conference after a 
meeting bteween the mayor and 
Gates, Bradley said, “I have 
asked (Gates) to show the un- 
common courage to retire for the 
good of the (Los Angeles Police 
Department) and the welfare of 
all of Los Angeles.” 

Bradley said that at their meet- 
ing, Gates responded to the res- 
ignation call by saying; “Mayor, I 
think you’re wrong, and I wfll not 
resign.” 

Since the March 3 beating of 
Rodney King, 25. Bradley, who is 
black, has hinted that Gates 
should resign but had said it was 
up to the chief. Gates is white. 

On Tuesday Bradley said he 
was tired of waiting. 

“Since I legally cannot remove 
the chief, I have waited patiently 
for him to see that by remaining 
on the job he b hurting the men 
and women of the police depart- 
ment he loves. 

T have reluctantly concluded 1 
can no longer wait for Daryl 
Gates to do what is best for the 
LAPD ... (and) all of Los 


ign,” he said. 

The mayor repeated his call in 
his statement to the press. 

“When the public begins to 
lose confidence In the chief and in 
the police department, the chief 
has only one choice. He must step 
aside.” Bradley said. 

The 64-year-old police chief 
has steadfastly refused to step 
down over the beating, calling it 
an “aberration.” 

After Bradley’s statement. 
Gates repeated his intention to 
stay on to provide "leadership 
out of this situation.” 

T don't believe that 8,300 
police officers will follow the 
mayor anywhere.” he said. 

hi the two-minute videotape 
taken by an amateur, the officers, 
wielding batons, are seen hitting 


lion. 

Bradley said racist jokes made 
by the officers through car-to-car 
computers after the beating 
“clearly put aside any thought 
that this might have been an 
aberration." 

In an unrelated case, the family 
of a black man alleged to have 
been beaten to death by Los 
Angeles Police in 1985 reached a 
settlement with Los Angeles 
County. Legal experts said they 
believed it to be in the 
multimillion-dollar range, but the 
amount was not disclosed by 
either side. 

Meanwhile 11 FBI supervisors 
and agents face possible disciplin- 
ary action in the racial harass- 
ment of a black agent who is 
demanding that the bureau re- 
lease its internal report on the 
episode. 


up the evidence. 

He sued the FBI and settled 
last August, agreeing to foil sal- 
ary and pension benefits in a deal 
teat could be worth more than $1 
million. 

The task force referred five 
separate matters to FBI Director 
William Sessions for possible dis- 
ciplinary action, the bureau said 
in the letter to Rochon's lawyer, 
David Kairys. 

Based on the task force’s find- 
ings. “the FBI will consider the 
actions of 11 employees to deter- 
mine if discipline is warranted.” 
the bureau said in a statement. 

Those under scrutiny indude 
agents and bureau supervisors, 
said an FBI source who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The bureau refused to say 
whether any of the 11 works at 
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Four officers have been 
charged with assault and using 
excessive force. Twelve others 
who were present but'did nothing 
to stop it are being investigated. 

King, who was seriously in- 
jured m the beating, is suing the 
dty of Los Angeles for $85 mil- 


elaborate on the changes. 

Rochon said white colleagues 
threatened and intimidated him 
vmen .he worked in the bureau’s 
Chicago office in the 1980s and 
tnat bureau supervisors covered 


called on Philip’s superiors to 
release the report. 

“This is a matter of race harass- 
ment at the agency that enforces 
our civil rights laws,” said Kairys 
a law professor at Temple Uni- 
versity. 


UFOs shock 
Venezuelan city 

MARACAIBO, Venezuela (R) ' 
— Five glowing unidentified : 
flying objects passed over a west- 
ern Venezuelan dty briefly Tues- 
day, prompting a wave of calls to 
a local radio station, offidals told 
Reuters. The glowing objects 
were spotted at about 6:30 a.m. 
(1030 GMT), going north to 
south over the oil-produdng dty 
of Maracaibo, 700 kilometres ' 
west of tee capital of Caracas, 
leaving a trail of smoke in their 
wake. 

Jeanne Moreau 
awarded Legion 
of Honour 

PARIS (R) — French stage and 
screen actress Jeanne Moreau 
was made an officer in the Legion 
of Honour in an Easter weekend 
honours list. Moreau. 63. began 
her career in the late 1940s and 
acted under such leading film 
directors as Joseph Losey, Elia 
Kazan, Michelangelo Antonioni 
and Luis Bunuel. She achieved 
world fame in Francois Truffaut’s 
Jules Et Jim in 1961. 

3,500-year-old 
mummy found under 
house in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — A farmer in Lux- ' 
or, renovating his bouse, dug up 
the mummy of a Pharaonic noble- 
man buried some 3,500 years ago, 
newspapers have reported. The 
man was arrested after police 
discovered he had taken artifacts 
from the coffin to sell to anti- 
quities dealers. It is a criminal 
offence in Egypt to sell or buy A 
Pharaonic relics. The mummy 
had been buried with some royal 
seals decorated with hierog- 
lyphics, police were reported as 
saying. Luxor is the site of some 
of Egypt's most magnificent Phar- 
aonic temples and tombs, includ- 
ing that of King Tutankhamen. 

Cicciolina to quit 
parliament 

ROME (R) — The Italian parlia- 
ment suffered the loss of, one of 
its best-known members, porn 
star-turned -politici an Don S taller 
four days after the resignation of 
Prime Minister Giulia Andreotti. 
Staller , better known by her stage 
and screen-name of Cicciolina 
(little cuddly one), said she was 
resigning her seat as representa- 
tive of tee tiny opposition Radical 
Party in tee hope of easing tee 
government crisis. “After deep 
reflection and after tee resigna- 
tion of Prime Minister Andreotti, j 
I have decided to resign from the 
Italian parliament in the hope 
teat my decision will avert the 
danger of early elections,” the 
39-year-old Hungarian-born 
blonde said. It was no immediate- 
ly clear how her gesture might 
help. She acknowledged in her 
resignation letter that she had 
been an uncomfortable presence 
in her four years in parliament, 
but said she hoped to be remem- 
bered for her legislative initia- 
tives. Her proposals, as yet unim- 
plemented, included a call for the 
creation of “love” parks and 
hotels for use by couples with 
nowhere else to go, legalised 
prostitution and a ban on fur 
coats. Her surprise election was 
partly due to an unorthodox cam- 
paign in which she staged im- 
promptu streetside strip shows A 
and offered voters bit parts in ber 
next blue movie. She since be- 
came a highly visible — and often 
topless — figure in Italian politics 
as she championed a vaguely- 
defined programme of free love 
and environmentalism. Staller 

did not indicate in her letter what 
her future plans were, saying 
only: “I will return to being Alice 

in Wonderland.” 

Israeli police 
pushing gays 
out of force 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israel! 
newspaper has said that police 
were fording some homosexuals j 
to leave the force. Police sources 
confirmed the front-page report 
by the daily Haaretz, but said 
such cases were “very isolated." 
The newspaper said veteran 
police were forced to leave the 
service without there being any 
K’k* ?k° ut *heir abilities to do 
their jobs. Commanders sum- 
moned the officers when secret 
investigations found indications 
of homosexuality. They then put 
pressure on them to quit on the 
grounds they posed a security 
the newspaper said. A police u 
quoted by Haaretz, said: ty 
Tne police do not interfere in OT . 
check a policeman's sexual - 
habits. But if this homsexuality 
uluses the policeman to associate 
dubious people in dubious 
places, he presents a ride from 
°ur standpoint.” 




